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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 






|ACH New Year's experience, 
with its joys and sorrows, its 
changes and trials, renders 
more precious to us the faithfulness and 
and tender love of Him who saith: I 
know their sorrows. The glimpses of 
a nearing eternity which are given to 
us again and again in times of personal 
trial, or by the sickbeds of the dying, 
may well make us cling to the "sure 
mercies" of our God, and abide ever in 
the clefts of the " Eock of Ages." Still 
the Lord Jesus bids the " far off come 
near," and bids those whom He hath 
brought from '' darkness to light" '* go 
forward," sustains their "life," "illu- 
minates" their path, gives them the joy 
of fellowship in His " work," lifts their 
downcast hearts to the "things above," 
leads them into "rest," and assures 
them of His own speedy return, the 
Church'^ "great expectatiow.'^ 



PKEFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 




|N again issuing the following 
addresses in the form of a small 
volume, I desire to request the 
prayers of the many Christian friends, 
whom it is my privilege to know in all 
ranks of life, that a blessing greater 
even than in the past may accompany 
them. They were originally published 
annually as words of remembrance at 
the New Year, and it having been 
suggested that some would like them 
bound in a more durable shape, I am 
induced to republish them collectively. 
I earnestly desire that they may be 
the means of leading some who may 
now ba wandering afar from Jesus to 
come near, and, taking of the water of 
Jitby to go forward to the fullest enjoy- 
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ment of rest in the Saviour. It has 
pleased God that all fulness should 
reside in Him. None of us have ever 
exhausted that fulness, or even appre- 
hended it; but, blessed be God, it is 
free for all. 

During the last few years a very great 
multitude have, through various means, 
been led to Jesus, and even now the 
hearts of God's people are gladdened 
with tidings of the ingathering of many 
more. The children of God, too, have 
had their minds drawn to the riches of 
that kingdom into which through grace 
they have been translated, and the most 
spiritually poor are waking up to the 
glorious fact that, however poor in our- 
selves, none are poor who have Jesus 
as their personal Saviour. 

If the perusal of this little volume 
should stimulate the hearts of those 
who know the Saviour to prayer for a 
fuller discovery and experience of tlka 
thiDgs which are freely gWea. \.o \^s> 
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of God and revealed in His word, its 
publication will not be in vain. Pos- 
sibly some may take up this volume 
and be reminded of impressions made 
and resolutions formed at New Year 
times, but not followed out. Once 
again I aflPectionately entreat you to 
seek and find in Jesus the one Saviour 
in the universe. 

Mertoun House, May, 1881. 
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"COME." 



"JUST AS I AM." 



Just as I am — ^without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee — 
Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot. 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot — 
Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — though toss'd about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without — 
Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — poor, wretched, blind ; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind ; 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find — 

Lamb of Gbd, I come ! 

Just as I am — Thou wilt receive — 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve, 
Because Thy promise I believe — 

Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down ; 
Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone — 
Lamb of God, I come ! 



4i 



€fimt 1" 



"M. 



'•^^ 



M E ! Blessed little word that 
meets you this day, my reader! 
Come ! all is attraction, all is love ! 
Come! for all things are now ready. Come, 
is the utterance of the Spirit and the Bride. 
He that heareth is also to join them in 
saying Come : therefore do I, my reader, 
simply re-echo in your ears the Lord^s own 
invitation — " Let him that is athirst come, 
and whosoever will let him take of the 
water of life freely.'^ 

Think who it is that bids you come. Jt 
is the Son of God. He who liveth and was 
dead, and is alive for evermore. Oh, will 
you not pause a moment amid lifers eager, 
ever-hurrying rush of business, pleasure, or 
sin, as you hear from the lips of the risen 
Son of God the wondrous call oi Vs^^, 
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Come ! He who stopped Paul on the waj 
to Damascus with that heart-searching, 
thrilling question of love, " Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me ? It is hard for thee 
to kick against the pricks " — now meets you 
at the opening of the New Year with the 
tender call, " Come !" Are you actually 
passing on heedless ? Oh, think one mo- 
ment. Look on Him who was wounded 
for our transgressions, bruised for our ini- 
quities, the Man of Sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. Can you pass Him by ? 

Why does He thus bid you come \ Be- 
cause He cares more for your soul than you 
do. He yearns over you with the tenderest 
pity. The loud din of the world drowns in 
your heart the power of that little thrilling 
word ; but, reader, you may never hear it 
again. Pause, I beseech you, and hear from 
Christ's loving lips the heart-searching word, 
the merciful pleading, *' What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul % '^ 

Pleasure sings to you with alluring strains, 
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— the world displays all its charms, and 
oflfers all ; but hearken, the King of kings 
saith to you. Come, — and in His presence 
is fulness of joy, and at His right hand are 
pleasures for evermore. He pleads with 
you, " Wherefore do ye spend money for 
that which is not bread ? and your labour 
for that which satisfieth not ? Hearken 
diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatness.'^ You have drunk again and again 
of the world's pleasures ; but will you not 
be persuaded that there are far better and 
more enduring joys than these ? The plea- 
sures of this world cannot satisfy you now, 
and will they do so on a death-bed ? Oh, 
how awfully diflFerent they will appear then ! 
Your own conscience and God's word often 
tell you so, but you love them so much 
now that you scarce credit the truth. You 
imagine the dreariness of giving up youi* 
fancied pleasures. But if you would first 
hearken to and comply with that gracious 
invitation, would taste and see \v.O"v %q^^ 
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the Lord is, then you would wonder that 
they ever held the chief place in your heart. 
Once know really the love of Jesus, and the 
love of the world will be henceforth cast 
into the shade. The Lord of glory waits 
for you — He calls to you, " Come/' 

Perhaps conscience cries aloud, telling 
o'er the tale of a sadly misspent life — of 
dark, dark sins. The great adversary shoots 
his darts, and amidst the clamour of the 
one and the cloud of the other you can 
hardly hear the gracious call *' Come,'' or 
see by faith Him who so tenderly utters it 
to yo% even you. " For God commendeth 
His love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for the ungodly." 
How strange the sound to you ! You are 
so accustomed to the stinging rebukes of 
your own conscience, or to the terrible 
threatenings of the law, with its denuncia- 
tion of those very sins you have committed, 
that you shrink back in the consciousness 
of jour own deep depravity as the holiness 
of the Holy One comes to ^owi mmd. But 
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stop, trembling one. It is no mistake. 

He calls you, and He says " Come." There 
can be no questioning the meaning. It is 

because He loves, has pity on you, and 
wishes to save you tha-t He says " Come.^^ 
You, a lost sinner, are the very one He 
wants ; and He, the Saviour, is the very 
One you need. Does He not say, " Come 
now, and let us reason together : though 
your sins be as scarlet they shall be as 
white as snow, though they be red like 
crimson they shall be as wool.^' Yea, more : 
He vouchsafes to tell you how. Again and 
again in the word He shews how He Hiniself 
took our sins, was charged with them, was 
made sin for us, was punished for us as our 
substitute, was laden with our iniquities, 
and jgave Himself a ransom for many. 

Oh, wondrous story of infinite love, that 
has brought peace to many a guilty con- 
science, and tears of true repentance to 
many a hardened heart ! The love that 
flows from the Saviour is the sunbeam that 
thaws frozen iearts. A free, MX, ^T^-sfeTiiX* 
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pardon bestowed on undeserving sinners is 
the wondrous power by which the Holy 
Ghost brings lost ones into liberty and 
peace, and turns them from the power of 
darkness and sin to the living God. Jesus 
calls to you, " Come," and for what purpose 
but to deliver you from the burden of your 
guilt, and set you at liberty. How many 
have whispered in faith to Jesus 

*^ Just as I am — without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee, 
Lamb of God, I come." 

And are they sorry they came ? After He 
said ** Come '' could He refuse you ? Nay, 
come, and believing you are accepted, arise 
and sing. " Worthy is the Lamb,'' and 
evermore rejoice in the Lord as a forgiven, 
accepted one. 

Do you feel you have backslidden ? You 

have tasted the love of God, and have 

turned aside to taste the world again. Or 

you have grown weary in prayer and watch- 

iug — perhaps you have kept the vineyard of 
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others, but suffered your own to lie un- 
tended. But you feel it deeply now. The 
Holy Spirit has led you to reflection, and 
you are mourning past declensions and pre- 
sent coldness and apathy. Jesus is watch- 
ing you, mourner. You have been unfaith- 
ful, but not so your Lord. Freely He 
loved at first, freely He loves to the end. 
Does He not say of you, " How shall I give 
thee up, Ephraim T' " Israel, return 
unto the Lord thy God, far thou hast fallen 
by thine iniquity.'* To you who turn sadly 
aside in the consciousness of your base in- 
gratitude and oft-repeated sin, even to you 
He calls " Come.'' 

Young Christian, Come, and take life 
more abundantly. Are you not thirst- 
ing for a fuller baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, a richer knowledge of the un- 
fathomable love of Christ ? Come, does 
He say ? and can He disappoint you ? 
Nay ! Whatever obstacle unbelief may 
present, take in your hand that little word 
and saj to Jeans, ^' Thou didat aa.y , ' C»Qi\s\fc> 
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— ' Let him tliat is athirst come, and take 
of the water of life freely/ " 

" Come !" a well-known word to you, aged 
disciple. Over and over again you have 
proved its worth. In times of trial, of dark- 
ness, of sickness, of hereavement you went 
in its strength into the presence-chamber of 
your God, and never came out empty. So 
long as life's pilgrimage lasts, you will test 
it more and more, till one day it will sound 
clearer and fuller than ever as it calls you 
to see the King in His beauty, and " the 
land that is very far oS." 

Oh, how earnest is our risen Lord when 
He declares to careless men and thirsting 
souls that the Spirit and the Bride say 
" Come'' — as He charges the hearers of the 
truth to say " Come." Believers, how can 
' we be silent with this echoing in our ears ? 
Already, much, perhaps most, of our life- 
time has passed away, and have we been 
obeying our Master's high behest ? Up ! 
up ! the time is short, the Master calls us, 
and souls need to be called in. 
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Come ! for jear after year has passed 
away, and how many from amongst us with 
them 1 Come ! for another is passing, and, 
like a retreating wave, it may sweep you or 
me from off life's busy scene. Come while 
you may come. Jesus will not always say 
" Come.'' Many who now hear the call to 
come, but heed it not, will one day hear 
Him say '* Depart.'' Come before the open 
door is closed for ever. Come, for eternity 
is nearer. Come, for in love He still calls 
on you. 
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With tdarfnl eyes I look around, 
Life seems a dark and stormy sea ; 

Tet 'midst the gloom I hear a sound, 
A heavenly whisper, '* Gome to Me." 

It tells me of a place of rest ; 

It tells me where my soul may flee ; 
Oh I to the weary, faint, opprest. 
How sweet the bidding, " Gome to Me." 

When the poor heart with anguish learns 
That earthly props resigned must be, 

And from each broken cistern turns, 
It hears the accents " Gome to Me." 

When against sin I strive in vain. 
And cannot from its yoke get free. 

Sinking beneath the heavy chain, 
The words arrest me, " Gome to Me." 

When nature shudders, loath to part 

From all I love, enjoy, and see ; 
When a faint chill steals o^er my heart, 

A sweet voice utters, " Gome to Me." 

Gome, for all else must fade and die ; 

Earth is no resting-place for thee ; 
Heavenward direct thy weeping eye ; 

I am thy portion, " Gome to Me." 

Oh, voice of mercy ! voice of love ! 

In death's last fearful agony ; 
Support me, cheer me from above. 

And gently whisper, " Gome to Me." 

Sacred Poetry. 
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|S this now the thought of your heart, 
and the utterance of your lips 1 
Conscious you have not yet come 
— persuaded that the opportunity of coming 
is fast passing away— you do wish to come 
to Jesus. Is He not now a Imuff Saviour ? 
Joseph of Arimathea's tomb is vacant now : 
the cross bears no victim. More than 
eighteen hundred years ago, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the 
world was slain. Then it was He bore the 
curse, the shame, the death, and made a full 
atonement for sin by one ofiFering of Him- 
self. All that is over, and He now lives at 
the right hand of the Father. He is as- 
cended on high a Prince and a Saviour to 
give repentance and remission of sins unto 
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Israel He lives mighty to save, able to 
save to the uttermost all that come unto 
God by Him. In the Spirit He is near 
you. That aching, troubled heart of yours 
may pour out all its griefs to Him, and your 
very tears He will put into His bottle. Oh, 
believe that He vho died for our sins lives 
now. Let it be to you a great reality. He 
Himself, after His ascension,, said, " I am 
He that liveth and was dead, and behold I 
am alive for evermore." But then all this 
may bring no rest to you, for you fear Him : 
you are deeply conscious of the way you 
have treated Him in the past, you feel your 
own utter vileness, and say, " How shall I 
come T Gome as you are. There is in- 
tense relief in this. We need not stay to 
wash away anything : we could not were 
we to try for ever. We need not stay to 
make up a garment wherewith to cover us, 
for it would only be filthy rags. Come as you 
are^ for if Jesus is a living Saviour, He is 
also a loving Saviour. He who never cast 
out one when He was on earth, will not» 



1 6 HOW SHALL I COME ? 

cast you out now. Come as you are^ to 
leam what He has done for you. 

A young man was sitting propped up in 
an arm-chair in a lodging in Edinburgh. 
His face was pale and sickly. He wore a 
coat of peculiar make and appearance. 
Another young man entered, on which 
he looked up and made some excuse for 
his dress, saying, " These were the things 
I wore on the stage.'' This was not the 
first time they had met and spoken about 
sin and the Saviour, and the conversation 
was renewed. In the course of it the visitor 
quoted some portion of the 53d of IsaiaL 
The invalid asked that it might be read, 
with the tone of one who had come to feel 
the realities of eternity and the darkness of 
a life of wandering. The two turned to the 
chapter, and as the story of the Saviour's 
suflferings and death, in atonement for sin, 
came home to the sick man's heart, his face 
lightened up with a smile of heavenly joy. 
There, in the word^ he learned that his sin 
was gone, his peace made by Another, and 
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he entered at once into the enjoyment of it. 
A year later he wrote to his former visitor 
— " Our heavenly Father has indeed been 
mercifiil to me. I have now implicit con- 
fidence in His love — implicit faith in the 
snjficiency of our Saviour's atonement to 
cleanse from all sin/' 

Come thus, beloved reader, as you are^ 
to the living Jesus, and as you pour out 
your heart to Him in confession of all the 
past, take the message in His word con- 
cerning its complete forgiveness. Like 
some dark cloud shutting out from your 
view the blue sky — blue, they tell us, from 
infinite space — so your sins have obscured 
from you the infinite depths of God's love. 
But you have seen the clouds swept from 
ofi^ the face of the heavens, and have 
gazed up into the cloudless sky overhead. 
Hearken, the Lord says to those who have 
neglected Him, rebelled against Him, " I 
have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins ; 
return unto Me, for I have redeem^^ \Xi^^r 

B 
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Come like the prodigal, in all your 
wretchedness, and from all your wander- 
ings. Look up to your God, and away 
from yourself. Believe that a reconciled 
Father's smile is yours, for " the blood of 
Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin." Hear from His lips no word of 
upbraiding, for "God never upbrjdds a 
returning sinner." Learn from His word 
that there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that re- 
penteth. Wonder at the greatness of this 
joy, for it is written, " The Lord thy God 
in the midst of thee is mighty ; He will 
save. He will rejoice over thee with joy ; 
He will rest in His love, He will joy over 
thee with singing." 

Come as you are — not merely to have 
guilt taken away — but to be clothed in the 
best robe. When Joshua the High Priest 
stood before the angel of the Lord, he 
heard, not only the comfortable words, " I 
have caused thine iniquity to pass from 
thee, " hut also, " I will clothe thee with 
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change of raiment/' Oh, wondrous is 
God's provision for your need ! Nothing 
is lacking to fit you to abide in His pre- 
sence as well as to come to Him. Christ 
is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth. What fairer 
robe than this can you desire ? Believing, 
you may say, " Perfect in comeliness I am, 
through Christ, my risen Lord/' "He 
was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him." 

Come as you are, to receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. Without Him we can 
do nothing. He it is who leads us to con- 
sider our ways, to awake out of sleep, to 
flee from the wrath to come. He it is, so 
truly called the Comforter, who discovers 
to us the love, the compassion, the power 
of Jesus. He who unfolds the wonders of 
God's redeeming love, discovering to us the 
love of the Father in sending the Son, the 
love of the Son in coming to do His 
Father's will, to glorify His Fa\kei: ^\i^\si^. 
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and open the door of heaven to lost sin- 
ners. He it is who comes with sweet 
power to unlock the doors of our hearts 
and fill them with the peace of God, to 
assure us of our pardon and complete ac- 
ceptance in the Beloved. Yea ! arise and 
come to admit this Blessed One. Often 
has He striven with you in the past. 
Open to Him as He strives with you now. 
As He the Spirit saith to you, "Come," 
say unto Him, *'Come in," and in very 
deed He will He will come and destroy 
in you the works of the devil — will change 
all things. Though the flesh strive against 
Him He will abide there, and finally reign 
alone. Yes, when He comforts you^ you 
will wonder you ever strove against Him. 
Let Him come in. Ask the Father to give 
you the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, *' If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him ?" 
And BOW, as the Holy Spirit pleads 
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with you, beloved reader, Come, and come 
08 you are to the living, loving Saviour, to 
lose what you have — ^your sin ; to receive 
what you have not — spotless righteousness 
and a new nature. 
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JUST AS THOU ART. 



Just as thou art, without one trace 
Of love, or joy, or inward grace. 
Or meetness for the heavenly place, 

guilty sinner, come ! . 

Burdened with guilt, wouldst thou be blest ? 
Trust not the world, it gives no rest ; 
Christ brings relief to heart opprest — 
weary sinner, come ! 

Come, leave thy burden at the cross ; 
Count all thy gains but worthless dross ; 
His grace o'erpays all earthly loss — 
needy sinner, come ! 

Come hither ! bring thy boding fears. 
Thy aching heart, thy bursting tears ; 
'Tis mercy's voice salutes thine ears — 
trembling sinner, come ! 

Book of Jh'aise. 
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S another year dawns upon us, let 
us take one of those precious words 
which are light to those who sit in 
darkness, and guiding stars to all who would 
journey heavenward. Like the shining 
lamps which the voyager on the Danube 
may observe at various points to guide the 
steersman up the tortuous course of the 
gliding river by night, so do the clear, unmis- 
takeable words of the living God come to 
guide the sinner into the way of peace, and 
thereafter through all the dangers and diffi- 
culties that beset his course, until he reach 
the haven of rest where he longs to be. 

It was after Israel had left the land of 
dreary captivity, and entered on their pil- 
grim journey of many trials and tcvaccoj 
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mercies, that they found themselves with the 
apparently impassable barrier of the Red 
Sea in front of them and the pursuing hosts 
of the cruel oppressor hard on their rear. 
Despair and terror were speedily depriving 
the great multitude of all hope and energy. 
Long oppression and hard bondage had 
doubtless rendered them less independent 
and more easily alarmed than they would 
otherwise have been, and now the very 
sight of their former tyrant caused 'them to 
faint in the way. Then it was, in the 
moment of their extremitv, that the word 
of the Lord came, *' Speak unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, that they go forward/' 

" Go foward." Can we say these words 
to all our readers ? Judge for yourselves. 
Can we say so to the man who has his back 
turned on his God, whose daily life is but a 
constant departure from the Source of life 
and light — to the man who is content to 
live without God in the world ? Can we 
say so to the careless, worldly-minded per- 
soD, TPho is pursuing the world and the 
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things of the world as his chief delight, 
who makes of riches, honour,, pleasure, or 
aught else of earth, his good things ? Can 
we say so to the man who glories in his own 
uprightness, morality, decency, and general 
good behaviour, and believes his character, 
at any rate, to be untarnished, but turns 
away from the Saviour ? Can we say so to 
any one who is as yet Christless, unsaved, 
no matter what else there may be to render 
him beautiful and loveable in the eyes of 
men ? No ! Alas ! there are many, very 
many, to whom we cannot say "Go for- 
ward," for they are treading a downward 
path, which leads to ruin, and to go forward 
is to go on to eternal woe. 

This is strange, but sadly true. Few are 
surprised to learn that profligates, drunk- 
ards, liars, and such-like need to be turned 
round, and their course of life changed, be- 
fore we can truly bid them " go forward ; " 
but it passes the comprehension of many 
that men and women who are doing their 
best, living as far as they can a i^WgLOvs®* 
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life, who are held in high repute for their 
gentleness, amiability, and generosity of 
character, may need as much as the others 
to undergo a great change. One of old 
who came to Jesus by night was astonished 
at this teaching, although it came to him 
from the lips of the Lord of life Himself 
He never would have said anything to be 
needful which was not, and yet that ruler of 
the Jews, that Pharisee of strictest religious 
principle, of external yet careful practice, 
was told he must be born from above. 
Reader ! if the old year, as it passes away, 
bears with it testimony that you have not 
yet passed from death to life, from darkness 
into light — if, with its last hours, there is no 
turning to Jesus as the Saviour of the lo^t — , 
how can you expect us to say to you " Go 
forward ?" In your present state what 
does that imply but a going further away 
from God, either in the paths of sin and 
worldliness, which lead to ruin, or in the 
paths of self-righteousness, which apparently 
conduct to heaven, but which turn you 
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away from the only righteousness which 
will stand at last, the righteousness of Jesus, 
and thus cause you to lose God's greatest, 
costliest gift ? 

We cannot bid you " Go forward" if 
you are going like the man who went to the 
wedding feast in his own garment, to the 
neglect of the wedding robe provided, only, 
however, to be cast out from the festival 
table, and from amongst the favoured guests, 
to the place of endless, unutterable anguish. 

Nay, we will plead with you, " Go no 
farther in your prfesent course." The Lord 
calls to you, " Turn ye, turn ye, for why will 
ye die ?" A course of wilful sin which vio- 
lates God's holy law, and a course of reli- 
gious life which would lead you to do 
without the Saviour, are alike destructive 
to the soul. If the former is an insult to 
God's majesty and holiness by plain dis- 
obedience, the latter is despising the gift of a 
free, full salvation purchased at infinite cost, 
and a vain attempt to work out a righteous- 
ness for yourself, which the \io\^ ^\:^^ 



30 "GO forwabd!" 

majestic requirements of God's law, and 
the wondrous ojflTer of the righteousness of 
Christ, alike prove to be utterly useless. 
It is true, indeed, that " the wages of sin 
is death,'^ and bold is the man who denies 
it ; and it is equally true that " there is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death," for 
" by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified." 

Does it seem hard that we cannot give 
way a little to you whose pleasure is in 
what God prohibits, and say " Go forward,'' 
for God is merciful? Say, does it seem 
hard that with the voice of pleading and 
entreaty we should beseech you to repent, 
be converted, turn to the Lord, and receive 
at His hands a free pardon, and the gift 
of life eternal through Jesus Christ ? Per- 
haps it does seem somewhat hard that we 
should come to the large-hearted philan- 
thropist — to the gentle, amiable woman — 
to the sterling, honest, upright man — to the 
respectable, steady church-goer — to the re- 
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gular communicant — to the moral and well- 
behaved — and say that these things, though 
right and becoming to all men, will prove 
altogether insufficient for tlieir salvation 
when brought to the test of God's law. It 
demands perfection. Every flaw and failure 
is by it sternly, strictly noted. " The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die." And what is 
sin ? Is it only purposed transgression ? 
Is it not likewise omission or neglect — 
thoughts as well as deeds ? What heights 
of holiness there are in God's law ; and he 
who turns away from the narrow wicket 
gate, Christ Jesus, must of necessity try to 
climb the lofty barriers of that law whose 
claims are commensurate with the holiness 
of Him who cannot endure iniquity. Try to 
climb them, and again and yet again you will 
fall back wearied and baffled, only to get a 
broken heart and bitter disappointment. 

We cannot bid you " Go forward " in 
seeking to render yourself just before God, 
no, not even though you allow that your 
righteousness will prove imperfect, WX, \io^^ 
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that God will pardon imperfection, or make 
up what is lacking ; for those garments you 
would fain retain as some sort of coveriDg 
— ^better than nothing — are at their very 
best but filthy rags, the product of a sinful 
nature, nothing better than splendid sins. 
We plead with you to quit all, and, as poor 
and miserable and naked, to take that per- 
fect comeliness ofifered in the gospel, " Christ 
the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth." 

It would only be deception to bid you 
" Go forward '' so long as you cling to your 
own righteousness, for it would inevitably 
fail you at the last, even as it now fails to 
bring you near to God with anything like 
confidence. The conviction that something 
is yet lacking must ever disturb the con- 
science, and set it striving to work out that 
which remains to be done ; but weary, hope- 
less is the task. 

" In vain the trembling conscience seeks 
Some solid ground to rest upon ; 
With long desire the spirit breaks 
Till it rely on Christ alone." 
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The first step forward must be out of self 
into Christ It may seem a terrible thing 
to leave the fine vessel you have sailed in 
so long and hopefully, and admired so much, 
and entrust yourself to what seems to you 
as a little boat. The gospel message, " Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved," seems to many at first sight 
but a slight foundation to build on ; but 
whosoever puts it to the test finds it to be 
" the power of God unto salvation." Mul- 
titudes now in glory, multitudes still on 
earth, have taken that step forward, have 
gone forth from the tottering ruin in which 
they vainly sought rest, and have hidden 
themselves in the clefts of the great Bock, 
^d I am persuaded that one and all unite 
in saying, " From the first moment we dis- 
covered it until now, the greatness and the 
abundant all-sufficiency of that salvation is 
the more apparent.^' 

There is this great difference between our 
righteousness and Christ's — the one is pro- 
spective, the other is finished ; tlie on^ ^qvl 
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fancy may be reached, the other u reached. 
*' Christ is the end of the law'' — i.e,^ the law 
fulfilled — " to every one that belieyeth." 
Human righteousness men set before them 
as attainable, and strive, yet strive in yain, 
to reach : Christ's is perfect, and freely 
oflFered to all. 

There was a time when there was no more 
zealous religionist than Paul ; but when the 
Lord appeared to him on the road to Da- 
mascus all his righteousness melted away 
like snow, and revealed all the blackness 
beneath. But happily for him and millions 
more, he learned of the Lord that he was 
only stripped of his own rags that he might 
be clothed in the spotless, glorious righteous- 
ness of tlie Lord J esus. Thereafter it was 
his to live and love and labour with all the 
gratitude and liberty of a happy freedman, 
as one accepted in the Beloved. There are 
some who fear they are not God's children at 
all. Not unlike Israel of old, they have felt 
their helplessness, they hare relinquished 
hope, afld are lying crying for mercy, hoping 
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that some day, through earnest pleading, 
they may draw down upon their wearied souls 
some drops of comfort, or that, if they lie 
long enough there, some ray of mercy may 
at length beam upon them. Poor, comfort- 
less souls, they will not recognise the simple 
blessed truth, that already the Sun of 
Righteousness has arisen with healing in 
His wings. To them now come the heart- 
stirring words, " Go forward ! Lie no 
longer groaning ; lift up your sin-burdened 
spirit; look out from your poor self, and 
learn that Jesus hath born all your gilt and 
sin — ^hath made a full propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world. Go forward : the 
way you fancied closed for ever by your sin 
is open by God's grace. Behold a door 
opened for you through the rent veil of our 
Redeemer's flesh." Do you say, " I cannot 
go forward : I have no power : I cannot 
believe ?" trembler, hear the whisper of 
divine love telling you that the Lord hath 
laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all, and let 
that word sink deep into your iieail^ \i^ \\i 
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reach the sorest wound of conscience, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit speak peace 
to yoTL 

You are in His presence — go forward to 
Him, like the leper of old, saying, " Lord, 
if Thou wilt Thou canst make me clean ;" 
and take from His word the answer, " If 
we confess our sins. He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness/' Yes; go forward, 
like blind Bartimeus, even though you see 
Him not, even though sense aid you not, 
even though a crowd of difficulties intervene, 
even though you feel miserable. Be thy 
misery and His mercy all thy plea. 

You need not try to go forward un- 
aided, for the heavenly Teacher, the Com- 
forter, will lead you, bear you on into the 
green pastures of God's own truth, where 
you will leaiTi ever more and more of all 
His grace and love in Clirist Jesus towards 
poor needy sinners. 

Believer, is not the word " Go forward " 
pecially for you 1 Israel's history here is 
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helpful still. God gave the great command, 
yet Israel could not hare gone had He not 
led them. No more can we now. From 
first to last we feel that grace must be our 
alL Powerless to move on, we hear the 
command, " Go forward,'^ and grace is at 
hand to lead us on. At conversion we are, 
as it were, launched upon a mighty river, 
and bidden to speed our way down it to the 
vast ocean. From the very first it bears us 
up. Its deep waters bear us along, yet we 
are to ply our oars. Vain, indeed, would 
it be to ply them on dry ground, just as it 
is vain for a Christless man to try to be a 
Christian without first coming to Christ, but, 
once afloat, it is alike our duty and our 
pleasure. In this, as in other things, the 
diligent shall prosper. Christian ! the river 
on which you are launched will be ever 
grander and grander to your eyes as you 
urge on your course. 

You have been brought within the current 
of God's love. He saith to you, " Yea, I 
have loved thee with an eveT\a»\im^\w^ % 
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therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn 
thee/' From all eternity that love hath 
flowed to you, and to all eternity it shall be 
yours. Just think of it, and your heart 
will willingly acquiesce in the command, 
*• Go forward/' 

There is a need for it, too, for we are 
prone to think conversion is enough. . There 
is much temptation to Christians to rest on 
their oars. When Satan cannot hinder a 
man fjrom being a Christian, he will strive 
to impede his progress. We have tasted 
the sweetness of the cup of salvation which 
we have received from Him who so gener- 
ously took away from us the cup of tremb- 
ling. 

But might we not have drunk deeper of 
it by this time had we been in earnest, had 
we been more willing to credit to the fiill 
all that our blessed Saviour saith of His 
love, all that our heavenly Father telleth of 
of His affection for His children ? Are the 
wells of salvation so shallow that we have 
nearljr exhausted them \ Nay, let us chide 
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ourselves that we have not gone forward in 
the happy employment of drawing water 
from their hidden depths. 

Did the Lord Jesus bring us nigh to His 
Father that we might get a glimpse of grace 
and glory? Was it not rather that we 
might receive the adoption of children, and 
as such abide near Him, in the constant 
enjoyment of His love, and experience of 
His fatherly care and wise afiFection? 
Paul's earnest desire for the Ephesian 
Christians was that they might be able 
" to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height, 
and to know the love of Christ Jesus, which 
passeth knowledge, that they might be filled 
with all the fulness of God/' Surely, we 
have not exhausted this yet! We never 
can. We are called to know that which 
passeth knowledge. Beginning now, we 
are to go forward searching out to our 
own happiness the inexhaustible treasures 
of grace, which are given ns in Christ Jesus, 
in order that we may be filled ^\t\i iSJi \}cl<^ 
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fulness of God. As believers, it is both our 
duty and our privilege to be explorers of 
the scriptures, wherein are revealed, for our 
enlightenment and enrichment, God's pur- 
poses of grace and loving-kindness. How 
apt we are to think only of the first part of 
that word, "Ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus, that, though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor,^^ and omit 
the latter, '* that we through His poverty 
might be rich.^^ Yes, Paul preached 

** THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF ChJRIST" 

— ^riches of salvation, riches of peace, riches 
of love, riches of joy, riches of grace — ^that 
believers might be filled with all joy and 
peace in believing, might abound in hope, 
might receive power to be in the inward 
spirit and outward life sons and daughters 
of the Lord Almighty — " partakers of His 
holiness." Is it not for this, above all, that 
your heart longs, child of God, even that 
you may grow in holiness of heart and life ? 
You have seen the dark dull clouds filled 
with a glorious brightness, — vast temples. 
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as it were, of glowing light. Whence got 
they all that beauty ? From heaven's sun. 
Believer ! Jesus is your sun as well as your 
shield. As once you took refuge beneath 
His shelter from the penalty of your sins, 
and even now abide in safety there, so now 
and henceforward seek to be in His light, 
that you may be filled with His spirit and 
made like Him, because of His gracious in- 
dwelling. The clouds that are nearest to 
the setting sun are most transformed by its 
brightness, and, as it were, melted away in 
the greatness of its light. Let this, then, 
be yours, to be pressing nearer and nearer 
to the Siin of Righteousness, till self shall 
be altogether swallowed up in the power of 
divine grace and imparted holiness. 

How much we have missed! What 
times of refreshing 1 What discoveries of 
divine love! How empty we have been 
when we might have been full ! How small 
our influence for good ! 

But whatever the past may have been, it 
will avail us nothing merely to be^^iV ova- 
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selves that we have not made more speedy 
progress. Better to commence the New 
Year with the words ^* Qo forward '' ringing 
in our ears. Of all the sins we have to 
confess, there is none more clear than this, 
that we have by our practical unbelief 
limited God, and too often in spirit laid 
the blame of our coldness and emptiness on 
Him, while He has been graciouslj saying 
to us, *' Open thy mouth wide, and I wiD 
fill it.^' The fountain of living waters has 
never ceased to flow with unwavering ful- 
ness, but we have failed to bring our empty 
vessels thither. 

Happy are they that *'come ;" happier 
and ever happier they that never cease re- 
ceiving, but become so filled that their 
hearts run over with the goodness of the 
Lord. Like one who, while these pages 
have been written, has passed from the bed, 
where he drank deeply of the cup of affic- 
tion, into the glorious presence of his 
Saviour. Trial upon trial had come to 
that borne, yet all was bright in that sick 
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chamber. Though the room was cheerless, 
and the suflFerer wasted to a shadow, there 
came over that pale face a bright smile, 
which was lit from above, and shed gladness 
all around. Comparatively young in years, 
he had fallen into consumption, and soon 
the loving wife's unceasing care and hard 
struggle in life laid her low likewise. One 
was not long with him before discovering a 
nature singularly loving and bright. His 
dark eyes would run down with tears as he 
spoke of " the wife '' who had nursed him 
so tenderly till she too needed to be nursed. 
One day, pointing to a slit in the partition 
wall, he said, " We talked to one another 
through it.'' And it was thus he saw her 
die, and he and his little ones were left 
alone. It was impossible to be with him 
without feeling he was overflowing with love 
to his risen, living Lord. "I wish they 
would all come to Jesus, and they would 
never need to fear death/' he said one day ; 
and again when very weak and ill, " We're 
nothing but poor sinners : we o^^i ^W. ^j*^ 
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grace/' I once asked if he never had any 
clouds. "No, never," was his prompt reply; 
'* I just keep looking to Jesus." Towards 
the end, as I went in one day, he ex- 
claimed, *^FU soon be a star of glory! 
Ill soon be with Jesus." And often in 
times of great breathlessness he would say, 
"Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly;" and 
to the faithful Christian nurse, " Will He 
soon be here?" 

Happy, happy one! Poor in earthly 
circumstances ; poor in spirit : rich in 
Christ, thy Saviour ; thy long, long hours 
of sufiFering are over, and thou hast entered 
into the presence of that Sun which ever 
shineth, where no clouds can intervene, 
and where thy sun shall no more go down. 
Thou camest to Christ a lost one. Thou 
foundest in Him a Saviour. Thou camest 
to Him poor ; and lo. He made thee rich. 
Thou camest to Him foid ; and lo, He 
hath made thee by His blood whiter than 
the new-fallen snow. Thou camest to Him 
naked ; and He cast around thee the robe 
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of His own peerless righteousness. Thou 
earnest to Him full of sin ; and lo, He gave 
thee a new heart and a new spuit. He 
took thee from the filth of sin, and called 
thee into the furnace of affliction, that, as 
His ransomed gem, He might make thee 
partaker of His holiness. And now He 
hath called thee into His presence, where 
there is fulness of joy, and pleasures for 
eyermore. Now thou art satisfied, and 
the Good Shepherd rejoices over another 
sheep within the fold. Beloved reader, 
shall we follow ? Yes ; and, throughout 
the New Year, let us seek to abide close 
to that risen Lord, and in His strength to 
live out our New Year's motto, and '* Go 
forward !" 
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" Such an oflfer ! " Full and free I 
Can it be really meant for me ? 
That all my sins on Christ be laid, 
That all my debt by Him be paid ? 
Yes : Jesus says it, who has died : — 
" Believe," and thou art justified. 

" Such an offer ! " Pardon now 
For hidden sin, and broken vow I 
And years of cold neglect and scorn : — 
Can mercy's ray upon me dawn ? 
Tes : Jesus died instead of thee ; 
His death for thine^ must be thy plea. 

" Such an offer ! " Need I bring 
To Jesus Christ no offering ? 
A willing and believing heart, 
This — ^this is all the sinner*s part : 

He says it, who death's sting has braved 
" Look unto Me, and be ye saved." 

" Such an offer ! " But I find 
All unrenewed my heart and mind. 
Is it not written in God's Word 
We must be " holy to the Lord ? " 
Yes : and that holiness begins 
When Jesus saves us from our sins. 

'* Such an offer I " Peace and joy 
Untainted by the world's alloy ; 
The sweet assurance of a Friend 
Who loving, loves unto the end ; 
The knowledge now of sins forgiven, 
And of a place prepared in Heaven. 
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Oh, what goodness ! Lord, I take 
This offer Thou dost freely make ! 
My one desire shall hencefoi-th be 
To live for Him who died for me. 
Spread glad news, through evert nation ! 
Instant, free, and full salvation ! 
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T was the last day of the great 
Jewish feast of Tabernacles, 
Above the hum of voices and the 
tramp of many feet, as the eager multi- 
tudes swept along, was heard one voice. 
It was the voice of Jesus, the Son of God, 
appealing to men to hear and live. 

" If any man thirst, let him come unto 
Me and drink," was His gracious, glorious 
^ offer. He knew they needed life, whether 
they knew it or not. He knew the death 
wliich reigned beneath all the cloak of 
mere outward religion, and keen excite- 
ment of eager men and women ; and there 
He stood offering the priceless gift of life 
eternal, even the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

It is even so still. The multitudes are 
hurrying along; some are relig^\o\xa, ^om^ 
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are not ; some are longing for rest of soul 
others are careless and indifferent.. There 
is on the part of some an earnest attention 
to outward religion ; on the part of others 
a rigid, cold decorum ; on the part of 
others bustling excitement — a crowding 
with the eager multitude whithersoever it 
may happen to tend. 

One year has passed away, and we 
stand on the threshold of another. Has 
that voice been silent, or has it been still 
crying to men to hear and live ? No 
longer does the Saviour in person stand 
in the higliway, no longer is He visibly 
amongst us in the lowly garb of our com- 
mon humanity. He is not here. He is 
risen ; but from the throne of His glory in 
heaven, He has sent fortli the gracious call 
— *' Let him that is athirst, come ; and 
whosoever will, let him take the water of 

life freely.'' 

It was evening, the light had faded from 

the sky, and night's dark mantle was 

thrown over the face of the earth, when a 
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man might have been seen silently wend- 
ing his way through the darkness. He 
was a ruler of the Jews, one learned in 
their scriptures. Was he going to teach 1 
Nay, to learn. Deep down in that 
man's heart, there was the conviction 
that Jesus of Nazareth was not a mere 
t-eacher taught of man, but one taught of 
God. The fear of man was not strong 
enough to keep him back from Jesus, 
though his rank and position rendered per- 
secution all the more likely. But though 
he came thus secretly, Jesus did not repel 
him on account of his timidity ; for it is 
ever true, " Him that cometh unto Me, I 
will in no wise cast out." 

There are many who, like Nicodemus, 
would secretly seek Jesus. Shall we hin- 
der them 1 No. Rather let us encourage 
them, for " He will not break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax." Rea- 
der, let this little book be an entreaty that 
you will yourself seek Jesus. Nicodemus 
was not too proud to go himself. ^^ 
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cannot go to Christ by proxy, none can do 
this for us : nothing else will suffice for 
our acquaintance with Him but a personal 
drawing nigh to the Personal Christ. 

When Nicodemus had thus sought and 
found the Saviour's presence, of what did 
Jesus speak? The occasion was solemn. 
The man was evidently in earnest. Jesus 
never trifles with a seeking soul. He spake 
of the commencement of a new life — a life 
from above — a life which was indispensable 
to his understanding heavenly things and 
entering into the kingdom of God. He 
spoke plainly concerning the difference 
between the flesh and the spirit ; nor for 
one moment did He conceal that a great 
change was needed ; that a new life, which 
Nicodemus had not, must be imparted 
Reader, have you hearkened to Christ's 
words concerning this new birth ? Has it 
been a reality to- you 1 There was Nico- 
demus, a learned man, but learning is not 
life; there was Nicodemus, a living man, 
but the life of the body may be strong, 
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while the soul within is dead ; there was 
Nicodemus, a man of mind, of thought, of 
seriousness, of culture, but all these are 
not life. The compassionate eye of the 
Saviour pierced through everything, and 
saw the void within where no one else saw 
it — perhaps not even Nicodemus himself ; 
and Jesus plainly said, " Ye must be born 
again.'^ Reader, have you thus felt the 
eye of God pierce you through and through, 
and has your heart acknowledged your 
need of life? Spiritual life is a great 
reality, not only in its existence, but in its 
beginning. There are those who vaguely 
speak of cultivating the higher and the 
spiritual nature of man, conceiving it to be 
simply those mental powers which raise 
man above the beasts, and those finer 
qualities of nature which only serve, like 
the well-worn carving on some old ruin, to 
remind us of its former grandeur. But 
Jesus speaks of the beginning of a new 
and heaven-born life within as a great 
reality. It is not natural : it is su^en^a.- 
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tural. Ifr is the entrance of that blessed 
Spirit who strives with man in love. It is 
the gift of God to the lifeless : it is life. 
When our Lord had spoken of the begin- 
ning of that life as a birth, and had con- 
vinced Nicodemus that he had it not, then 
without delay He turned that stricken 
heart to the source of life, leading him by 
a train of teaching, with which he was 
familiar, from the type to the great reality. 
The gracious Lord unveiled to his wonder- 
ing mind the riches of divine grace, in pro- 
viding an expiation for that guilt which 
had destroyed life and taken away all hope. 
He caused him to perceive the surpassing 
love of the Father, in sending into the 
world His only-begotten and well-beloved 
One, that by His atoning death life might 
anew be the possession of all who should 
believe. He led him to that copious foun- 
tain of living waters, and in words of sur- 
passing tenderness made him see how full, 
how free, how glorious was His provision 
for man's need. Henceforth the dead 
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should not remain dead ; but, hearing the 
voice of Jesus, should obtain life eternal, 
as their present possession and eternal 
portion. Looking to Jesus under the con- 
sciousness of their death, they should re- 
ceive life ; for " as many as received Him 
to them gave He power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on 
His name, which were born not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God/' 

There is a well near Sychar whose waters 
have refreshed many a weary traveller 
since the time that Jacob made it. Many 
have gone thither in all these ages ; but 
once there sat there One who . need not 
have been weary and faint, but for the 
choice He made and the love which brought 
Him to this world. Thirsting for the hap- 
piness of others, the willing Saviour came 
to seel and to save the lost ; and to that 
well, while Jesus sat there, came one who 
had often been before, thirsting, and thirst- 
ing yet again. Sin and death were m \»\i^\» 
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heart, little as she seemed to know it 
But Jesus knew all — yes, all the secret 
past of that woman's life, all its darkness 
and its shame. There was a needy soul, 
needy even in our eyes ; but, oh ! who can 
fathom what the Saviour sees in every un- 
saved soul ? To Him all the present deatli 
is visible, the present power of sin, and all 
its sad attendant consequences ; but far 
beyond death and the grave, into eternity. 
His all-seeing eye could reach and realise 
the woe of a lost soul for ever. Of what 
did Jesus speak to that poor, thoughtless 
one ? He saw her need, though she did 
not ; and gently, wisely did He lead her 
thoughts from the cool waters of the well 
of Jacob to Himself, the fountain of living 
waters. And here again Christ's words 
were of life — the absence of which was, in 
the Saviour's sight, her great need : she 
had within but spiritual death — that death 
which sin produces, and which produces 
sin. 
It is one awful sign of death that the 
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dead know it not. It is the danger of 
multitudes that they are untroubled ; no 
disquiet has ever vexed them, no fear has 
entered their minds, no spiritual anxiety 
makes them cry aloud ; but it is not the 
peace of God, it is the stillness of a soul 
that knows not the realities of eternity. 
Many live on and go to meet death with- 
out any apparent concern at all, and by 
some that is reckoned peace — nay, it is 
only death. Sin is there unpurged, unfor- 
given, and unsubdued, only to appear after- 
wards to their eternal shame and misery. 
To that poor, sinful, lifeless woman, Jesus 
offered living water, of Avhich whosoever 
should drink would never thirst again. 

Reader, mark the greatness of the offer. 
Jesus offered the true life, which could not 
be hid. The waters might gather in the 
dark recess of Jacobus well, and lie there 
cold and placid ; but the water Jesus had 
to give was of a different nature. It was 
life, strong, mighty, and real, a very gift of 
Grod. The words of our Lord are \i\i\sv\ar 
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takeably clear — they point to the water 
which never fails to satisfy — water which 
should spring up into everlasting life. 
Mark how Jesus draws the contrast, 
''Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again." Might we not write this 
on many things ? We have sought, and 
toiled, and got, but only to thirst again, 
*' But whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst." Never 
thirst! Ah, that which thus quenches 
must be real, must be true. Over all 
earth's fountains may be written — '* Vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity ;" but over this 
one — " Who drinks sliall never thirst.'' 
Reader, do you know anything of the 
weariness of always seeking to please your- 
self ? There are many, many who go from 
one scene of gaiety to another, one set of 
company to another, one kind of amuse- 
ment to another : each may be enjoyed 
after a fashioo, but something more is 
wanted. They are drinking brackish 
waters, which only cause thirst. Jesus 
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speaks tenderly, graciously oflFering to you 
waters which can quench your thirst. 
There are many who have found out the 
emptiness of all earthly joys, who might 
truly be termed thirsty ones, but they 
have not as yet sought the living waters. 
There is thirst, and only thirst 

Reader, if you are one of these, will 
you believe that in the words of this 
gracious conversation Jesus speaks to you ? 
Sin, shame, guilt, and fear may together 
combine to make you miserable, even 
though it be hidden from the ken of your 
fellow creatures. Jesus saw through that 
woman, and He sees through you, but 
shrink not. When He thus made known 
that He knew her history, did He not at 
the same time show, that the eye that 
penetrated all her untold guilt and misery, 
looked on her in compassion ? He had a 
gift for her (a poor, lifeless soul), even her, 
and that gift was life, which should spring 
up to all eternity. 

Again, we see Jesus surrounded b^ \sv^\5l 
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whose hearts were full of bitter hatred and 
opposition. Of what did He speak to 
them ? Of life. Fearless of all that such 
a startling announcement might bring upon 
Him, Jesus declared — "Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, he that heareth My word 
and believeth on Him that sent Me hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation, but is passed from death 
unto life." None but the Son of God 
could utter such words as these, and in 
doing so, how His tender concern for the 
life of sinners shines forth amidst all the 
surrounding darkness — a concern which is 
rendered all the more evident by the 
touching words of sorrow over those rejec- 
ters of their own happiness, " Ye will not 
come unto Me that ye might have life.'' 

We have already remarked the reality 
of the beginning of this new life, in the 
new birth ; but do not these words to the 
Jews bring out the reality of its present 
possession by all who hear and believe? 
The great transition is plainly spoken of : 
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the rich possession is as clearly made 
known. What comfort for a doubting 
heart. There are some, perhaps, who 
close the year with feelings of despondency. 
They wish to be saved, they are religious, 
they do not doubt Christ's power or will- 
ingness in the abstract ; but they do not 
leave themselves for Christ alone as their 
only joy. They may get gleams of com- 
fort and happiness, but only at times. 
Shall not these words of strong assurance 
from the Saviour^s lips give rest to some 
doubting ones ? Assurance is their desire, 
but they look within at their changeful 
feelings for it. Christ's word is clear : it 
is unmistakeable, and can scatter their 
fears if only they receive it simply. 

On another occasion we find the Saviour 
followed by a great multitude. By sea 
and land they went after Him, eager for 
the meat which perisheth. Of what did 
Jesus speak to that thronging crowd? Of 
life. Faithfully He stripped bare their 
hearths true desire, showing thai N^^\ia\. \k<e^ 
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wished to grasp would perish with the us- 
ing. He would not be satisfied by giving 
merely what woidd have satisfied them; 
the sustenance for their bodies He was not 
slow to bestow ; but He who miraculously 
fed their bodies, yearned over their lifeless 
souls. He was there in their midst, on 
those hills of Galilee, about His Father's 
business — Himself the true bread, given by 
the Father. " I am the bread of life : he 
that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and 
he that believeth on Me shall never thirst" 
There is something peculiarly solemn and 
heart-touching when Jesus reveals to us 
the will of the Father, and here He does 
so most plainly t — " This' is the will of 
Him that sent Me, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may 
have everlasting life." Oh, truly, we poor, 
lost, and ruined ones may take home the 
blessed, glorious truth — Jesus has come, 
the sent of the Father, to give us life. 

Header, another year has closed, and 
one more year is added to the number of 
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" the spent." How have they been spent ? 
What has been the predominant aim of 
life as yet ? Has it been the meat which 
perisheth 1 Then hearken to the Saviour's 
words : — " Labour not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life, which the Son 
of Man shall give unto you." 

One more instance. Jesus was with 
His disciples in an upper chamber at 
Jerusalem. They had supped together, 
and He had given them gracious tokens of 
His love. He was speaking to them ten- 
derly, solemnly, for it was His last address 
before He died. Of what did he speak ? 
Of life. Himself the vine, they the 
branches bearing fruit only as one with 
Him, and abiding in Him bearing much 
fruit, was the picture of living, fruitful 
union that He set before them. 

Christian reader, you look back over the 
past, and you bless God for making you 
one with Jesus, for quickening you, who 
were once dead in trespasses and sins. 



66 LIFE. 

You are alive now, by the grace of God, 
and you are anxious, by life and word, to 
show that the life of the soul is a great 
reality. Why did our Lord dwell thus 
on the vital union between Himself and 
His people ? Was it not that to them it 
might always be a great reality? — a fact 
beyond and above mere feeling, a truth 
based on His word ? He knows how 
much their weak hearts need comfort and 
confirming. He knows how essential it is 
for them, for their peace, for their happi- 
ness, for their fruitfulness, that they be 
established in the truth. Say, Christian 
reader of the Bible, who have searched it 
these many years, Is there not with you a 
growing perception of the preciousness of 
each believer to Jesus, and of the fulness 
of life and peace you may now enjoy, if 
only you truly abide in Him? Without 
Christ, what is the professing Christian but 
chafi^, which the wind bloweth away ? No 
Christian in reality at all. "All my 
springs are in Thee." Their life is not in 
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themselves, but hid with Christ in God. 
" This is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son : he that hath the Son hath life, and 
he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life.'' Marvellous it is, but none the less 
true, that every true believer is in living 
union with the risen Saviour. But, oh! 
fellow Christians, in the years which have 
passed away, have we realised it con- 
stantly ? Is it not the case that many of 
us fail to take it in, and to enjoy the 
blessedness of our position as members of 
Christ ? Every true Christian has life in 
some degree, but might we not be more 
truly, ardently living? Christ laid down 
His life for His sheep that they might 
have life, yea, that they might have it 
more abundantly. Ah ! let that " more 
abundantly" raise our expectations, cheer 
our hearts, and stimulate our prayers at 
the opening of a New Year. Christ leads 
us by these words to ask and expect great 
things ; and shall we, by our unbelief, cvjcx- 
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tail their fulness? What God offers He 
does liberally : there is no stint with Him. 
If we have not, it is because we have been 
slow to receive, not He to give. The 
plains through which a river flows are 
burdened with its blessing. It bears to 
them riches from the mountain side, and 
gladdens all around with its beauty and its 
bounty — a thing of life, as it were, ever 
flowing onward. It soothes the weary 
heart by its gentle ripple, as it hurries on 
its way to the great ocean, leaving bless- 
ings in its track. " There is a river, the 
streams whereof make glad the city of 
God.'' Yes, that river of grace, of love, 
of life is flowing now, and a multitude 
which no man can number, of every kindred 
and tongue and people and nation, have 
been made glad by its streams, even on 
earth, and are now rejoicing in the fulness 
of its joy. One there was, in years gone 
bye, cast into prison for his devotion to his 
Lord, who made his prison walls echo with 
his song of gladness — 
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"Oh! Christ, Thou art the Fountain, 
The deep, sweet well of Love, 
The streams on earth Tve tasted. 
More deep I'll drink above. 

" There to an ocean fulness 
His goodness doth expand, 
For glory, glory dwellethj 
In ImmanueFs land ! *' 

The pages of Christian biography in all 
ages bear testimony to the health and joy 
and peace which all receive who drink of 
the waters of that river of life. It is able 
to cheer the weary, and to heal the broken 
in heart. 

We have heard of one, over whose be- 
nighted heart the shadow of despair had 
fallen so darkly, that he was about to cast 
himself into the deep and die. But an 
ever gracious God sent a messenger to 
whisper the words of hope — '' There is a 
river, the streams whereof make glad the 
city of God." And why should not he 
be made glad? He heard, he drank, he 
lived. 

Reader, and why should not you, what- 
ever your case may be \ Wby n?^^ \\i^ 
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Rock of our Salvation smitten? That 
streams of pardon, peace, life, should flow 
forth, the purchase of His death. Why 
does the Holj Spirit strive with us, and 
why is He, the great life-creator, offered 
without money and without price, if it be 
not that you should welcome the gracious 
offer, claim the free gift, and rejoice therein 
for evermore ? 

The great gospel theme is life — ^life 
eternal. Multitudes there are whose only 
thoughts about religion are of death. It 
has no gladness to them. Amidst the 
pressure of earthly cares and business, they 
are not lightened by its help. Amidst the 
woes and sorrows of affliction, they find 
no real consolation. Ah! reader, what is 
that river to you now ? The years have 
rolled away, and perhaps your soul is 
empty still. 

Hearken ! " The wages of sin is death, 

but the gift of God is eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.'^ Christian, that 

river ia for you. You ^x^ like a tree 
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planted by the rivers of water. But the 
tree will not benefit by its position unless 
its roots seek the waters. It is only the 
soul that abides in close union and com- 
munion with Jesus that gets the full ad- 
vantage. Oh ! that in the year before as, 
each child of God may realise, as he has 
never done before, the riches of grace and 
life which are in Christ for him. "He 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season ; his leaf also shall not wither, and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Jesus 
said — 

" I AM COME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE 

LIFE, AND THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE 

IT MOfiE ABUNDANTLY." 
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THE RIVER. 



There is a river deep and broad, 

Its course no mortal knows ; 
It fills with joy the Church of God, 

And widens as it flows. 

Clearer than crystal is the stream, 

And bright with endless day ; 
The waves with every blessing team, 

And life and health convey. 

Along the shores, angelic bands 

Watch every moving wave ; 
With holy joy their breast expands 

When men the waters crave. 

Thither distressed 80u]s repair. 
The Lord invites them nigh ; 
They leave their cares and sorrows thei-e, 
• They drink, and never die. 

Flow on, sweet stream, more largely flow. 

The earth with gladness fill ; 
Flow on, till all the Saviour know. 

And all obey His will. 

Anon (1819.) 
Book of Praise. 



"ILLUMINATED." 



WHAT WE SHALL BE. 



Ere long we shall be full ; as night by night 
Yon crescent moon fills up its silver bow, 

So we fill up that fulness of pure light, 
Into whose beauty we shall hourly grow. 

Slowly it fills, and yet it tarries not : 

Still adding to its curve of spotless white 

As on its rolls, suffering no cloud or blot 
To mar the growing fulness of its light. 

Slowly we fill, and yet the fulness flows. 
Nor cloud nor storm its pureness can absorb ; 

Grently we grow, and yet the brightness grows 
Into the circle of the perfect orb. 

With stedfast face yon moon still keeps its eye 
Fixed on the central sun by day, by night ; 

Nothing between in that translucent sky. 

And in His light grows houi-ly yet more bright. 

Thus, with our eye on yon eternal Sun, 
We fill up the full measure of our light. 

Growing like Him who shineth, taking on 
Each hour the image of His glory bright. 
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ALL to remembrance the former 
days in which, after that ye 
were illuminated^ ye endured a 
great fight of afflictions.'^ 

"Illuminated!" Would that every 
one of my readers might enter on the 
year 1873 an iUuminated being, to shine 
throughout the rest of his life as a light in 
the world, shewing the power, the purity, 
the blessedness of those whom God has 
illuminated by His divine grace, and 
brought into living union with the great 
Light of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

During the past year alone not a few 
have learned, in their happy experience, 
what is meant by the word. It was once 
mystical to them, now it is real ; and just 
as they know what it is to live, to \yc^^\Jw^.^ 
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to eat, to drink, to rejoice and sorrow, so 
do they know what it is to be illuminated. 

Perliaps they began the year 1872 in 
darkness, groping for light, or contented 
with their state ; but a great change has 
come over them — " once I was blind, now 
I see." 

In some cases light stole gradually in 
upon them through patiently searching the 
word of God ; in others the gospel flashed 
in, startling them with the suddenness of 
the unexpected glory of the grace. Were 
the hidden history of all whom a gracious 
God has illuminated in the course of the 
past year alone collected, it would shew a 
beautiful variety in the way and means, 
but a wondrous uniformity in the blessed 
efibcts — even though the light imparted 
flow forth in a variety of channels. Of all 
who have experienced the power of saving 
grace, one thing is essentially true : they 
have been, and are now, illuminated. 

It is of no little importance that we 
should know that God ia continually carry- 



ILLUMINATED." 77 



ing on His great work in the hearts of men. 
What He did years ago in a marked man- 
ner to Saul of Tarsus ; to Lydia, the seller 
of purple ; to Timothy, the son of believ- 
ing parents ; to multitudes on the day of 
Pentecost ; to many others in apostolic 
times. He has been doing in all ages and 
generations. Year after year has passed 
away ; but not one in which He has not 
added some to that great company of the 
redeemed, w^hich He is gathering to Him- 
self out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation. The world is slow to 
recognise the fact. Philosophy tries to ex- 
plain it away, or base it upon other causes. 
Merely nominal Christians are unwilling to 
own it, for it condemns their profession as 
unreal ; but, nevertheless, it is a glorious 
reality, and multitudes could be gathered 
together who only last year, for the first 
time, experienced the illuminating grace of 
the living God. Alas ! is it not true that 
even Christian Churches become satisfied 
with the mere routine of religion, and, fail- 
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ing to live in constant expectation of il- 
luminating grace, become sadly dependent 
on the external rites of religion, of moral 
teaching, and of the power of education 1 
The elevation of the natural man becomes 
their aim, and the need of divine illumina- 
tion passes into tlie shade of a forgotten 
creed. 

Yet did not the most patient, the most 
charitable, the most gracious of all Beings 
declare unfalteringly that except a man be 
born from above, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God. The truth that the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God — for they are foolishness unto him; 
neither can he know them, for they are 
spiritually discerned — is unpalateable to 
human pride, but none the less true and 
inexorable. He never would have declared 
the necessity of the new birth if it could be 
dispensed with. And even in this truth, 
which so many stumble at, which many 
fancy is a bar to all their hopes, there is 
that very way of escape from present dark- 
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ness which they wearily long for. Striying 
in vain to be what they never can make 
themselves — Christians ; toiling to live the 
life they see others live — that of Chris- 
tians ; they may see deliverance here. 
Life must precede living : the entrance of 
light is essential to shining : ilhimination 
is the dawn of an illuminated life. O that 
the many, who are conscientiously. striving 
to lead a life of devotion, who scrupulously 
go the round of ceremonies, rites, of feasts 
and fastings, or self-inflicted privation, who 
will own inwardly, if not openly, that re- 
ligion is a burden to them, would consider 
our Lord's words, and honestly seek to 
know if they have really been illuminated. 

Amidst those whose hearts are yearning 
for a holy life, who behold, admire, and 
long for something higher than the world 
can give ; while some turn for it to the 
externals of religion, believing that a con- 
stant attendance on these will bring them 
light ; others seek it in the walks of litera- 
ture and science, imagining that the ew- 
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largement of the intellect is as beDeficial in 
its results, and more dignified to the nature 
of man, than the humiliating doctrines of 
man's ruin by sin, restoration by redemp- 
tion, and regeneration by the Holy Ghost 
Yet there are not many who will refuse to 
own that there is an evident reality in the 
illumination of which the apostle writes. 
Biographies exist in abundance of those 
who were clearly illuminated by the Holy 
Spirit. The written lives of Christian 
statesmen, poets, philosophers, men of 
science, of business, of illustrious soldiers 
and sailors, of learned scholars, of bene- 
volent philanthropists, of humble working 
men, of gentle, pious women in all ranks, 
will bear undoubted testimony to the fact 
that there is such a thing as being bom 
from above, of being illuminated by the 
rays of light which stream down from the 
Sun of Righteousness, the risen Son of 
God. 

Try to explain it away as you will, 
refuse to own your need of it as you 
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may, you can hardly deny the fact, that it 
pleases a sovereign God to open the eyes 
of the spiritually blind, and that in the 
past the number of those who have been 
illuminated is great, and the universal tes- 
timony of these, the children of God, is 
not only to the reality, but the blessedness 
of the light He vouchsafed to them. 

And it is not only to the biographies of 
those who have gone from us that we point 
— not merely to that great company of 
whom the world was not worthy, and who 
have peacefully entered into their rest and 
everlasting joy — but to the many living 
now, who, having received power to be- 
come the sons of God, are serving Him in 
all ranks and classes, who live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved them and 
gave Himself for them. Some • are en- 
gaged in active works of benevolence and 
love, some bear testimony in their own 
homes, some in the workshop, some by 
patient suffering and gentle submission to 
their Father's will ; but of all Christ's wit- 
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nesses, it is true they have been illuminated 
from above. A light brighter than that of 
the mid-day sun has shone down into their 
once dark hearts, and the testimony of 
each is — 

" I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
I am this dark world's light ; 
Look unto Itle, thy dawn shall rise, 
And all thy day be light. 

** I looked to Jesus, and I saw 
In Him my Star, my Sun ; 
And in that Light of Life I'll walk 
Till travelling days are done." 

" Illuminated !" The very word ex- 
presses a great reality. It is not theory : 
it is fact, it is experience. It speaks of 
that which is communicated, is not in- 
herent. It implies contrast : once there 
was darkness, now there is light. Just so 
the unerring Word describes the change— 
" Ye were sometimes darkness ; now are 
ye light in the Lord." It speaks not 
merely of light without, around, however 
bright ; but of light communicated within, 
though coming from without. 

It conveys the idea that it is not con- 
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sealed, but shining, as it is written — 
* among whom ye shine as lights in the 
«rorld/^ There is not only contrast with 
ihe former state of the individual, but with 
;he world around. 

False religion, either in the Church or 
In the individual, has no power to purify ; 
but this word evidently conveys the idea of 
purity, of holiness, as an essential part and 
consequence of illumination. As the ray 
of light streams down on earth, filling all, 
piercing through every chink and crack, 
sven where welcome admittance is refused, 
30 the light of the gospel, which illuminates 
Grod's children, would gladly enter every- 
where, and wherever it comes, it is sure to 
purify. As light discovers hidden ugliness, 
30 does this light make evident the undis- 
covered evil of the heart and life in order 
that it may be consumed. For He who is 
the light of His people is to their sinful- 
ness as a consuming fire. 

The power of light is just one of its 
manifold beauties. It transforms tli^ dx^o^- 
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ing, blanched plant into a thing of verdant 
loveliness. Exclude it, and nature in its 
varied forms languishes and decays. Es- 
pecially what power it has to gladden. 
The prisoner, in his dark, damp cell, 
watches for the sunbeam which creeps in 
to cheer his forlorn heart in the day of his 
captivity. Think of the joy and gladness 
which fills all creation in the brightness of 
that sun His word created, who is Himself 
the never-waning Sun of Righteousness. 
He for the joy which was set before Him 
endured that He might set the dwellers 
in darkness free from their bondage. His 
was the suffering, voluntarily borne, that 
ours might be the purchased blessings of 
pardon, peace, and gladness. 

Illuminated ! From whence does the 
light come ? Centuries ago an aged priest 
of Israel poured forth a song of rapturous 
joy in prospect of the coming Messiah, in 
words which lead us to the very fountain 
of all our light and joy, describing hov, 
through the tender mercy of our God, the 
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ay-spring from on high hath visited us, to 
LYO light to them that sit in darkness and 
I the shadow of death. Another aged 
>n of Israel, beholding, soon after, the in- 
int Redeemer, in his prayer of holy, joy- 
il submission, spake of Him as the Light 
> lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
'hy people Israel. They were but some 
f the great company of witnesses whom 
irod made use of to point out the rising of 
le Sun of Righteousness with healing in 
lis wings. Jesus is the Light of the 
^orld, and whosoever believeth on Him 
liall not abide in darkness, but have the 
ght of life. Many have been the Spirit- 
iught men of God in all ages, the men 
^hose influence has ever been most bene- 
cial ; but not one of them could com- 
mnicate light — ^the holiest and best who 
ver lived, were so simply because they 
'ere recipients, and as such they could 
jad others to the Light ; but none but He 
^ho is the Light of the world can impart it 
3 another. It hath pleased the Eafcli^x 
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that in Him should all fulness dwell, and 
from that inexhaustible supply it is our 
privilege to draw. It is an old, but never 
worn-out message, that Jesus, the Son of 
God, is Himself the Light of the world 
When we lay helpless and lost in our guilt 
and weakness, when no sinless human being 
existed to plead our cause. He took it up. 
Sent by a gracious God, He became one 
with us, that, as our great Representative, 
He might remove in His own person and 
by His own death the dark cloud of wrath 
which our guilt attracted to us. 

Are any of my readers burdened with 
apprehensions of "the wrath to comef' 
Many may mock at their fears as supersti- 
tious ; but it is only sadly strange that so 
many can live on merry, thoughtless, in- 
different without God, and without a Sa- 
viour, while the undoubted testimony of 
scripture is clear that the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all unright- 
eousness and ungodliness of men. Troubled 
friend, one look of trust to the great Light 
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the world can banish your fears, and 
minate your dark soul with unspcak- 
B joy and gladness. The dark cloud 
hrouded His dying head, but the pur- 
se of that atoning death is light and 
>rty for you. Has the dread shadow 
an uncertain future cast a gloom over 
LT spirit? The number of serious and 
ughtful people, who live in hidden but 
oful suspense and uncertainty regarding 
ir eternal future, is too large. Making 
ry allowance for tried and tempted be- 
ers, walking beneath a cloud, yet trust- 
in the Lord, is it not true that there 
many who do not expect any such light 
can really send them on their way re- 
ling, consciously the ransomed of the 
rd ? But the word we have chosen for 
New Year's subject seems to contain 
every one something most joyous and 
idening. It does not convey to us the 
a, of a dimly-lighted chamber, where 
rything is indistinct, and everything 
y. No, it speaks of fulness of radian^ie. 
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Oh ! my reader, can you not perceive that 
the kingdom of God is indeed righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost! 
Yea, the gospel is designed to chase away 
your darkness, and, filling you with light, 
make you an illuminated being. A new 
year dawns upon us, and will you not begin 
it by opening every door and window of 
your heart to the bright rays of the Sun of 
Righteousness ? 

To the children of God who may read 
this address, w^hether they be those who 
have long walked in the light of the Lord, 
or those in whose hearts the day-star has 
just arisen, the word we ask you to ponder 
will bring many sunshiny thoughts. " Call 
to remembrance the former dajs" — those 
days of your espousal to Christ. Think of 
His wondrous condescension in deigning to 
come in to your dark heart, and fill it with 
His own love and peace. Remember what 
He did then — He illuminated you. He be- 
came your light. 

Have we, however, always let His light 
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shine through us and throughout us ? 
Have we not rather often grieved the 
blessed Spirit of Light, and marred our 
own happiness and usefulness 1 He would 
have flooded our souls continually with His 
brightness, but we would not let Him. 
Have you thought of that little word 
"let.'* ^* Let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts." How often have we in way- 
wardness of heart turned aside, and so per- 
mitted unbelief, worldliness, selfishness, and 
sloth to overcome us, that the Lord might 
mourn over us as over Israel : " O that 
My people had hearkened unto Me, and 
Israel had walked in My ways, I should 
soon have subdued their enemies and 
turned My hand against their adversaries. 
He should have fed them also with the 
finest of the wheat, and with honey out of 
the rock should I have satisfied thee." 

How much of the brightness of His en- 
lightening grace we have missed in byegone 
years we know not ; but let us, with the 
opening of a new year, call to remembi^xi^^ 
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the fact that we have been illuminated 
Let lis not be unmindful of what He hath 
wrought, or indulge a false humility in 
casting doubts upon His work, but feel 
how vast is the responsibility on every 
illuminated one. To such our Lord has 
said, *'Ye are the light of the world" 
He looks to us to shew forth in the world 
the power of His light. He expects of us 
that we shall everywhere be illuminated 
ones, but He does not expect of us to 
furnish the light or the oil for the lamp. 
Nay, the light is His, and He who is our 
light alone can make us shine. 

It is a comforting thought for every 
child of God, not only to call to remem- 
brance the day-dawn in his soul, but Him 
who imparted the light. Paul set us a 
blessed example in this : he knew in whom 
he had believed, and he was persuaded that 
He was able to keep that which he had 
committed unto Him. Believer, do you 
wish to take out of His keeping the lamp 
of love and light He lit within your soul ? 
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)o you think you cau keep it better'? 
lave you not sometimes tried to keep the 
ght burning, and after your utmost efforts 
)und that it grew dimmer and yet dim- 
ler still. Had the great Illuminator not 
bepped in, the light would have flickered 
way altogether. 

As we enter on a new year, let us realise 
^ho it is who kindled the light, who will 
ever leave nor forsake it, but will work in 
s both to will and to do of His good 
leasure, Himself using and sanctifying 
very means of grace He hath given and 
rdained : Himself the light which iUu- 
linates. Let us, then, take courage and 
ommit the keeping of our souls to Him in 
irell-doing. 

The year 1872 has come to a close, and 
bs last days have been signalised by a 
;reat event. God's people have been 
)leading with one heart for an outpouring 
>f illuminating grace such as shall qualify 
nany for the great harvest-field. Multi- 
udes are still sitting in darkness awd b^- 
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neath the shadow of death ; but who will 
say that they must thus abide? Call to 
remembrance, ye inhabitants of Britain, 
the former days — the days of Britain's 
sunrise. Forget not that this was once 
one of the heathen isles of the world. 
Thank God that He sent light to our fore- 
fathers long ages ago, and has preserved in 
our land the glorious gospel of His dear 
Son. Call to remembrance the spread of 
His word through various quarters of the 
globe in all ages. Call to remembrance 
the great company of illuminated ones, 
whose bright course on earth is run, and 
who shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever. Take courage, and let us expect 
great things in answer to that day's prayers. 
He has promised to His Son the heathen 
for His inheritance and the utmost parts 
of the earth for His possession. 

" The beam that shines from Sion hill 
Shall lighten every land.'* 

Illuminated ones, as you welcome in a nev 
fear, will you not welcome more light 
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There are many degrees of illumination, 
though the light be all of the same kind, 
and received from the same source. Who 
shall limit the amount a child of God may 
receive ? Let our waiting eyes be unto 
the Lord our God, our hearts humbled 
low before Him, willing to receive all 
He wishes to bestow, for when have our 
prayers and longings ever equalled His 
gracious purposes to usward? He re- 
deemed us. He made us new creatures, not 
only that we should be saved from the 
penalty of our guilt, but that we should 
become His tabernacle. Know ye not 
that ye are the temples of the Holy Ghost? 
God hath said, '' I will dwell in them and 
walk in them.*^ 

Beautiful and gorgeous as were the fit- 
tings of the tabernacle, glorious in the eyes 
of Israel as was the whole erection, what 
above all was the true glory and brightness ? 
Was it not the presence of the living God ? 
Men would look to the tabernacle and say : 
God is there. He is in the midst of them. 
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Let us feel and own that lights we can 
never be, except as He dwelleth in us and 
filleth us ; then open willingly and wide 
the doors of our hearts, that the knocking, 
waiting One may enter in and cause us to 
be permeated with the very brightness of 
His presence. Every child of Grod is il- 
luminated by Him whose glory makes it 
needless that sun or moon should shine to 
lighten the New Jerusalem, for the Lord 
God and the Lamb are the light thereof. 

A little while, and He that shall come 
will come, and will not tarry ; then shall 
His people be like Him, for they shall see 
Him as He is. Meanwhile, beholding as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, may we 
be changed into His image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

"The Lord 

shall be thine everlasting light, 

AND THY God thy glory." 
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Ere long my Lord with glowing clouds 

And angel hosts shall come, 
And take His bride away from earth 

To be with Him at home. 

And when my sin-beclonded eyes 

Those angel hosts shall see, 
m look above them all to Him 

Who loved and died for me. 

Ah ! then, as flies the lightning flash, 

Or blinks the twinkling eye. 
My sinfulness shall flee away. 

And come sweet purity. 

When Christ, my Lord, in glory bright, 

And holiness divine. 
Shall stand before my ravished sight 

111 with His likeness shine. 

P. 
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HEN the Son of God was on earth, 
tabernacling in the flesh, going 
about amongst the cities, villages, 
and cottages of Palestine, away on the 
steep slopes of its hillsides. He ever had 
a tender heart and a watchful eye for the 
Weaey — even when His own human frame 
was worn and tired. It is so still. His 
nature is not changed, though He is no 
longer susceptible of fatigue. He is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. The 
forms of human weariness that met the pity- 
ing eye of the Saviour were indescribably 
various and manifold. The weary suf- 
ferers from divers complaints flocked to 
Him, and He healed them. The famished 
multitudes pursued Him, and He fed them 
all. The loathsome leper fell at His feet^ 
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and His gracious hand was outstretched 
to heal The benighted blind, spending 
in weary darkness the days so bright to 
others, found a mighty and merciful friend 
in Him. Impossible as it is to teU of all 
the varied cases of weary hearts who 
sought relief then, equally so is it now. 
To particularise all the sources of heart- 
weariness would avail nothing, for as our 
knowledge is imperfect some would cer- 
tainly be omitted. Better far to know 
that no form of weariness exists but it is 
known to the tender Physician, the Lord 
Jesus. Are you weary ? — no matter what 
the cause, no matter how long it has en- 
dured, no matter how suddenly or slowlj 
it has spnmg up, no matter how inexpli- 
cable or how easily explained, no matter 
whether it arise from spiritual things or 
earthly things, from mind or body — all are 
alike within the scope of Christ's compas- 
sion and of Christ's power. 

Year after year has rolled away, and, it 
may be, each has only added to the weight 
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which secretly presses on your heart. Ac- 
cumulating cares, accumulating sorrows — 
perhaps darker still, accumulating sins, 
accumulating failure, and rising heaps of 
broken resolutions — make the increasing 
burden a constant weariness. Weary is a 
short word, but it contains in brief the 
secret history of many in the world. It 
may appear only suited for the melancholy 
or the suflFering ; but perhaps it may find 
its way to some of earth's gayest ones, and 
show, as in a mirror, the truth concerning 
their most secret feelings. All the varied 
resources of the world are tried, yet tried 
in vain, for all alike prove fruitless to 
satisfy the desire of the heart. Weary, they 
know not why ; yet often so are the hearts 
most apparently engrossed in the business 
and pleasures of the world. But there 
may be some who fancy they^ at any rate, 
have no cause for weariness, and are never 
touched by it till a sorrow, a loss, a vexa- 
tion reveals the unfilled depths of the 
heart, and forces it to own its bitter d\%- 
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appointment. So true it is, that there is 
no rest to the wicked. 

But, why this weariness ? why this dis- 
tance from true rest, whether known or 
unknown ? The answer may be given in 
one word — " Wanderer :" yes, just be- 
cause you are living at a distance from 
God. The gayest, noblest, and mightiest 
of earth may be your friends, but because 
you are in spirit at a distance from Him 
does your heart feel weary. There is no 
rest for any heart short of the living God 

Every heart longs for happiness, every 
human being seeks it, each in his own way. 
But are there many who find it ? Is the 
eager search rewarded ? Imperfectim is 
the characteristic of the world itself, and 
of all in it ; hence, it is impossible for the 
human soul, created by God to enjoy per- 
fection, to find satisfaction in anything less. 
The longings of the soul, created in the 
divine image, can only be met by God 
Himself ; but, alas ! the corrupt heart does 
not inow this, and ia only too content to 
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ve at a distance from Him — contented to 
ve without Grod, yet discontented with 
»elf and all else. God has created our 
ouls with an intense longing for happiness, 
nd He does not wish us to be disappointed. 
a Himself, as revealed in His Son, as our 
Srod, our Father, our Friend, our true por- 
ion. He has designed us to find our joy. 
The chief end of man is to glorify God, 
nd to enjoy Him for ever." Yes, and that 
yj begins the moment a sinner's heart takes 
lim as its eternal portion. 

In His compassion He has made it 
^possible for us to find perfection even in 
he best and purest earthly joys, that we 
aay be satisfied with nothing less than 
limself. But to get afar from God, to 
ive independent of God, is the natural 
endency of every unconverted heart. 
Wanderers — ^yes, we are all such by nature, 
lot merely casually from right paths,^but 
laturally, inherently, and constantly from 
he living, gracious God. Yet, what pains 
he Lord Jesus has taken to convince the 
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wanderer that his Father desires his return. 
Where can you find language more striking 
than that employed by our Lord as recorded 
in the three narratives of the lost sheep, the 
lost piece of money, and the lost son?. 
Each one of those three graphic narratives 
sets forth distance, then restoration. The 
lost sheep finds its parallel in us all, for ^e 
liave gone astray like lost sheep, each one 
in his own way. The lost money, buried 
in the dust out of sight, is a picture of the 
ruined, defaced image of God in fallen man. 
The history of the prodigal is not that 
merely of profligates and open sinners, but 
of every heart at a distance from God. Afl 
three records contain one truth in common, 
alienation. But, blessed be God, all three 
reveal to us the intense yearning of that 
heart of hearts o'er the lost and wandering. 
A traveller was riding at early dawn of 
a cold spring morning across a wild Scotch 
moor. No living thing was visible, save 
the wild bird starting from the heather or 
the mossy swamp. Suddenly his ear caught 
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the tender bleat of a lamb — sharp, clear, 
and intensely plaintive. Yet not a creature 
could be seen. A few steps more, and in a 
wet ditch he saw a mountain lamb all wet 
and shivering. Startled by the result of its 
own cry, at first it would have fled, but then 
drew near, as if conscious of its helpless, 
lost condition. The traveller, followed by 
his faithful horse, climbed down, lifted it up, 
and, drying it with the long grass and 
heather, bore it in his arms. What heart 
could resist the claims of the helpless one '? 
Certainly not the heart of a Christian, who 
remembers that God careth for the least of 
His creatures. Wondering what to do with 
it, he went on, till, at some distance beneath 
a clump of fir trees, he saw the rest of the 
flock« There were many sheep browsing 
there, many skipping lambs, but where was 
the lambless mother? Yon must be her 
gazing with all the keenness of her bright 
wild eye. The lamb was placed on the 
ground, and the traveller drew back to see 
her dart to her oflFspring, and watch her 
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mother's gladness. Oh ! joy of joys in 
restoration. How Jesus lores to restore. 
He came to seek and to save the lost — ^to 
bring the wandering nigh to God. 

Possibly you may know something of the 
misery of distance from Him, something of 
the feeling of the prodigal son when he 
came to himself, and said, '' I will arise and 
go to my father.'^ 

There is one thing he was doubtful of, 
and that you need not be. He knew not 
if he would be received. You know, or may 
know, from that very revelation of the 
Father's will, that you will find a ready 
Welcoimle. 

What a welcome the prodigal received : 
the father running to meet him, the warm 
embrace, the joy unspoken because too deep, 
the ring, the apparel, the shoes, that not a 
moment might be lost in obliterating the 
traces of the past and making him quite at 
home again ; the feast of rejoicing, and all 
that tender pleading remonstrance with the 
one ieart that proudly would not rejoice ; 
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the entreaty with that elder son whose con- 
duct serves as a background to bring out 
the brightness of joy that thrilled the father^s 
heart. 

Wanderer, in returning and rest shall 
you, too, be saved. God waits to be 
gracious. The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty : He will save, He will 
rest in His love, He will rejoice over thee 
with joy. He will joy over thee with sing- 
ing. 

The touching history of the prodigal is 
meant to turn our thoughts to the still 
more touching history of the love of God. 
That a world living in alienation, rebellion, 
and sin might be forgiven, reconciled, re- 
stored, God gave His only begotten Son. 
No words can convey to the wanderer's 
heart so powerfully the message of welcome 
as one look at the Lamb of God — the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world. There you behold God's justice 
opening the way for the outpouring of His 
love. There you see a sin-abhorring^ God 
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putting a\ra7 the sinners guilt There 
jou see the Son of God making one all- 
sufficient sacrifice for sin. His death-cry 
declared it finished. And look from the 
cross to the throne. Yonder, at the right 
hand of the Father, sit« He who, having 
expiated our guilt, lives now to give re- 
pentance and remission of sins. O how 
ready He is to welcome each weary wan- 
derer that flees to Him for refuge. 

A company of eager hearers were Ks- 
tening to a speaker, who dwelt on those 
words of the beloved apostle, descriptive 
of the Saviour wearied with the journey 
sitting at the mouth of Jacobus well, yet 
not too weary to give rest to the sin-laden 
one who came thither. At the close of the 
meeting a poor woman paused, and holding 
out her hand to him, said, *' I just wanted 
to tell you I have found Christ." 

But a few days passed, and she was 
found dead in bed, with her Bible lying 
open on the table. She had supped on 
the words of Jesus, had lain down to rest, 
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to wake up in His presence. She had 
gone to rest from all the world's weariness, 
her body to repose till Jesus wake it at 
some future day. It was a brief biography 
— " I wanted to tell you that I had found 
Jesus.'' No matter when or by what in- 
stromentality, whether that night or long 
before ; little as she expected it, she was 
bearing her dying testimony to the Sa- 
viour's grace. 

The weary soul that had found a Saviour 
ready to welcome her on earth had ** win 
awa'" to Him in whose bright presence 
she will abide for ever. Beautiful old 
Scotch phrase, telling of escape from the 
earthly tabernacle, with all earth's trials 
and temptations, the setting free of the 
soul that^ like Paul's, deemed it far better 
to depart and be with Christ. 

Header, could you, like that poor woman, 
say "I have found Christ ?" Oh, the joy 
of the heart that has found Him ! — pre- 
sent peace, unmistakeable rest and happi- 
ness. We read of one who vent a\id ^q\j3l 
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all that he had for joy that he had found a 
better treasure. One there was •who, in 
the ardour of his religious zeal, in the de- 
votion of his energies, and in the blame- 
lessness of his conduct, according to his 
religion, could not be surpassed. His fel- 
low-men were proud of him, his own heart 
found satisfaction in his integrity and fer- 
vour, but only for a time, for Saul of Tar- 
sus got such a sight of the superlative 
excellency of the righteousness of Christ 
that henceforward he counted all that had 
been gain to him in the past but loss. So 
dazzling was the splendour of that robe, 
that he cast away his own that he might 
WIN Christ and be found in Him, not hav- 
ing his own righteousness which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ ; the righteousness which is of God 
by faith. Thenceforth his wish was to win 
Christ — not merely to have His righteous- 
ness imputed to him ; that he had the 
moment he trusted Jesus ; in that alone, 
as the only righteousness sufficient to meet 
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the claims of the holj law, he gloried In 
Him he stood complete. But the bless- 
ing was not exhausted. His whole heart 
longed to mn, or, as it is also expressed, 
apprehend Christ. Paul knew that in 
Jesus all fulness dwells — that, in the lov- 
ing purpose of God, every want of the 
sinner had been taken into account, and 
fully as well as freely provided. Whether 
it were forgiveness, reconciliation, peace, 
restoration, deliverance from the power of 
sin, entire satisfaction of heart, no matter 
what, in Christ all fulness dwells. There 
are some, even of those who trust Jesus, 
who are often weary for lack of trusting 
more. They would say, for lack of doing 
better, living better, forgetting that the 
life of holiness, of beneficence, and useful- 
ness must flag whenever the root fails. 
The connection between works and faith is 
so close that the one discovers, O how 
quickly, the state of the other. "Faith 
without works is dead.'^ Where the fruit 
vanishes, withers, languishes, there is b\it 
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too sure evidence that the root is fail- 
ing. 

The soil in which every believer is 
planted, yea, rooted and grounded, is none 
else than the Lord Jesus. Paul left off 
cherishing the life and the religion of self, 
or of the flesh, the moment he became 
planted in Christ. Henceforth his desire 
was to be filled with Christ, and Christ 
only, as his life, strength, and power. His 
daily life was a winning of Christ. Not a 
winning over of Christ ; nay, Christ, by 
His wondrous grace and love, had won 
him over; but a winning or attainmg 
Christ — a receiving of Christ as of God 
made unto him not only righteousness, but 
also sanctification. His life was a per- 
petual receiving of Jesus by His Spirit, as 
the spirit of holiness, of power, of fruitfiil- 
ness, and of victory on the one hand, and 
on the other, one of self-surrender as a 
living sacrifice of himself, his every talent, 
faculty, and power, as one redeemed by 
the precious blood of Christ, no longer his 
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own, but His who had loved him, and pur- 
chased him to be His for ever. 

Winning or putting on Christ is some- 
thing more than imitation or copying : it is 
becoming like, because of receiving. Him. 
When the ashes of plants are submitted to 
analysis we discover their component parts, 
and these to be drawn from the soil in 
which they grew, from the food on which 
they were nourished. Growing there, they 
won these elements, and so grew up in 
strength, vigour, and fruitfulness. J ust in 
proportion as the believer lives by faith in 
Him who for his sake once died, and for 
him now lives at God's right hand, will he 
grow up in all holy resemblance to his 
Master. Union with Christ is the first 
stage of spiritual life : life continually re- 
ceived from Him in virtue of that union is 
the source of increasing holiness, happiness, 
and blessing. 

The heart that knows best its own cor- 
ruption and emptiness, that looks away from 

self to Him in whom all fulness dvf^\!L%,\s» 

u 
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already rich in Him, and, living on Him for 
everything, will abound in inward peace 
and joy, and in blessing unto others. Once 
realise that Christ is ours, who shall Umit 
the amount of blessing open to every child 
of God ? Paul's prayer for the Ephesian 
Christians was that God would " grant you 
according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might by His Spirit in 
the inner man ; that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in lo^e, may be able to com- 
prehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height, and to 
know the love of Christ which passetii 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with' all 
the fulness of God." He asked and ex- 
pected that God would grant them this, 
and it became them for whom he prayed 
to be ready and willing to receive so 
vast a blessing. All that God has given 
us in Christ Jesus it is our privilege, 
through the teaching of the Holy Ghost 
and of the Word, to discover, and, dis- 
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coyering through faith, to appropriate or 
vin. 

Truth has mighty power over tlie minds 
of men, but a living person has greater. 
The truth concerning Jesus is unspeakably 
precious and powerful, but when a soul is 
brought into living union and communion 
with Him all scripture truth is corroborated 
by experience. Once Christ is known as 
the living, personal Saviour, the Son of God, 
the heart that has tasted the blessing will 
long to know more, and be evermore bent 
on winning Christ as his all-sufficient por- 
tion, joy, and source of happiness, as well 
as his power, his sanctification, his very life. 

It was the voice of the risen, living Son 
of God which first called Paul out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light, and to Him 
he looked evermore for the grace which 
made him fruitful in life and faithful unto 
death. Christ his wisdom, his righteous- 
ness, his sanctification ; no wonder that 
Paul said, "Henceforth I live, yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me ; and the life ^hidv 
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I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me/^ No wonder he desired 
so ardently to know, to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with One who so loved him ; to 
win, to put on, to become transformed into 
the very image of One who had saved his 
soul and captivated his aflFection. 

It will be a step onward if, as restored 
wanderers, we seek to win, and not only to 
win, but to WORK for Christ. How ardently 
Paul was led to work for Jesus we all know. 
All the love of that burning heart, all the 
energy of that resolute spirit, all the strength 
of that body, all the talents, all the 
eloquence ; everything was laid on the altar, 
and Paul was manifestly a living sacrifice. 
For Christ, for precious souls, he never 
ceased to toil Whether he were preaching 
to the multitudes, arguing with sceptics, 
conversing with individuals, on shore or on 
sea, a captive or free, an honoured teacher 
writing his epistles, or a lowly workman 
toUins with his hands for a livelihood, 



FAR AND NEAR. 117 

always, and in all things, he served the 
Lord Jesus. 

Fellow-Christians! is there no need to 
vork for Jesus now? Are not the fields 
already white unto the harvest at home 
and abroad ? Workers, oh for workers ! is 
the cry for the mission field. Yonder are 
the needy multitudes, and, as a converted 
heathen said, " Where there are men, mis- 
sionaries are bound to go.'^ Where are 
the missionaries? Is there no response 
from among the happy freedmen of Christ ? 
Shall soldiers volunteer to go and die for 
their country, and are not Christians ready 
to go and preach the gospel ? There is 
need for every Christian who cannot go 
abroad to work at home ; but shall we not 
think of His eye of pity resting on the 
vast harvest-fields of China, Africa, India, 
Central Asia, Japan, and other fields as He 
sees them ripe unto the harvest, and cry to 
Him for labourers. for men of all classes, 
and all trades and professions, willing to 
consecrate their special gifts to His service. 
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Thank God, there are many bright ex- 
amples of men and women who have left 
their country and their kin to go and 
preach Christ abroad. And there are men, 
and women, too, in business rooms, in 
fields, in workshops, who toil, not for their 
daily bread merely, or to ' gather earthly 
riches, but by their toil, talents, and skill 
to add to the sustenance of the cause so 
dear to their hearts, and aid their brethren, 
who, as their representatives, have gone tp 
the forefront of the battle. Yes, there is 
work for the wanderer who wanders no 
more, who has returned to Jesus — work of 
which he will never grow weary, and in 
which he will find Christ's strength made 
perfect in weakness. He has not only 
said, '' Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest," but also " Take My yoke upon you 
and learn of Me, for My yoke is easy, and 
My burden is light." See the blessedness 
of being fellow-workers with Christ. 

But if the Master call us to work for 
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Him, He will come to gather in the fruit 
of that work. To every worker in His 
great harvest-field, to every believer, He 
has given the command — Watch. All 
that was written in Moses, the law, and 
the prophets concerning our Lord's first 
coming, we look back on as fulfilled. One 
by one they came to pass. All that He 
accomplished for us and did while on earth, 
is now for us matter of precious contempla- 
tion. But this word of our Master's calls 
every heart to expectation. Over and over 
Eigain has He told us to watch. By direct 
injunction, by striking parables, by bright, 
prospects, by most solemn warnings. He 
enjoins us to watch and be ready. Even 
the very day and hour of His coming. He 
tells us, is unknown. No subject is more 
fiilly illustrated, no thought more pressed 
bome to our hearts, than the reality, tlie 
suddenness, the certainty of our Lord's 
(X)ming. 

The world slumbers on : men do not, 
will not, do not wish to realise that He is 
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comiug ; that any day or hour the cry may 
arise, "Behold, the Bridegroom coinetL" 
When they shall say, " Peace and safety, 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child, and 
they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief.^' Believers, ye 
are called " children of light and children 
of the day" — that is, those who have been 
illuminated^ and now live and walk in the 
light of the living God, and just because 
ye are so, Watch. "Therefore, let us 
not sleep as do others, but let us watch 
and be sober." 

The expectation of Christ's coming is 
meant to be keen, real, constant ; suffi- 
ciently so to keep us on the alert, and to 
prevent us at any time being overcharged 
with either the cares, the business, or the 
pleasures of this life. 

Our love should be longing for the com- 
ing of the Bridegroom. The servants of 
the great King should be working in ex- 
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pectation of His coming — no talent hidden, 
no unbelief and distrust of His gracious 
character freezing up the powers, which 
should be put forth with grateful, hearty 
earnestness, that at His coming He may 
receive His own with blessed increase. 
What encouragement there is in the pro- 
spect of His appearing for every heart, 
which, sympathising with Jesus, seeks to 
minister in lowly actidns of love to His 
tried, suffering saints. When He comes, 
not one cup of cold water given in His 
name will be forgotten by Him. Shall not 
the thought of His appearing stimulate 
every one of us. The lamps that were 
growing dim, shall they not be trimmed ? 
The hearts that were growing weary, shall 
they not revive ? The faithful workers 
will work more earnestly just because they 
hear the sound of His chariot wheels. A 
little while, and He that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry. Our Lord has 
said, " What I say unto you I say unto all 
— Watch.^^ 
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Wanderer, wearied with the past, Jesus 
Avaits to welcome you. In Him your heart 
will find at once the rest you really need— 
the satisfaction which in the past you hare 
denied your heart, by seeking it in things 
wliich cannot meet its longings. 

Forget not that there is such a misery as 
being a wanderer for ever ; that some are 
foretold as being wandering stars, for whom 
is reserved the " blackness of darkness for 
ever." Only in returning to God through 
Jesus is there safety for you. Return at 
once ; as ambassadors for Christ, we beseech 
you to be reconciled to God. In Jesus 
there is perfect rest for the weary and the 
lieavy laden. In Jesus is there deliverance 
from that which presses more heavily on 
some than sense of guilt — the sense of 
thraldom to sin. "Look unto Me, all ye 
ends of the earth, and be ye saved," saith 
the Lord. 

Believer, you who have experienced that 
in returning and rest there is salvation, 
what a Saviour you have found. As you 
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w ould honour Him, as you would be strong 
in His might, to live for His glorj, and to 
become like Him, win Christ. 

Redeemed, liberated soul, upon whose 
lieart there lies the happy burden of grati- 
tude and love, desirous of sliowing forth 
your devotion to Him, behold. He saith — 
"Lift up your eyes, and look upon the 
fields, for they are white already to harvest, 
and he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal : that both 
he that soweth and he that reapeth may 
rejoice together." "Son, go work to-day 
in My vineyard." 

Workers, be of good cheer ; wherever 
you may toil, however hard the work, it 
cannot be in vain. Our King shall reign 
for ever and ever, and His dominion shall 
have no end. 

The souls of the heathen at home or 
abroad may be hidden deep in sin and 
ignorance, as the gems in the earth. Think 
how they will sparkle as soon as the rays of 
the Sun of righteousness light upon them. 
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Think of the joy of the Son of God when 
He shall receive the reward of all His 
travail, and o'er the countless assembled 
multitudes of the redeemed and sanctified 
shall rejoice as bridegroom o'er his bride. 
The day is drawing nearer in which it shall 
be said, "The marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and His wife hath made herself 
ready. 
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Wand'rer from God, there is no rest for thee, 
But weariness and woe eternally. 
Turn now to Jesus, wand'rer, as thou art ; 
Thoult find free mercy in His loving heart. 

Welcome, ye lost ; ye wand'rers from His fold, 
Gome, learn the depths of all His love untold ; 
Bathe in His blood, be freed from all your guilt ; 
For you, for all like you, 'twas freely spilt. 

Wide open throw the door of every heart. 
That He His love may more and more impart. 
Till every crevice of each heart o'erflows. 
Is filled yet more and more with deep repose. 

Now, won by Him ; the Christ Himself yet win,. 
And reach His strength to conquer every sin ; 
Work far and near until the Master come 
To call thee quickly to His glorious home. 

P. 
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|MIDST all the changing scenes and 
circumstances of life, amidst its 
daily cares and pleasures, its toil 
md its temptations, amidst inward conflict, 
arjing frames and feelings, amidst the 
lepression of sickness and disappointments 
f life which befal us, there is one centre 
»f repose for all hearts — ^Jesus. 

All scripture points to Him. He is the 
)ne whom the Father indicates as the only 
nediator between God and man — the One 
n whom mercy and truth are met to- 
gether. In Him God rests, well satisfied 
^ith all He is and all He has done. In 
HLim belieyers of all ages have found rest 
or their hearts. Bearing once the burden 
)f their guilt, they let it all go when they 
leard and believed the wondrous fact that 
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the Son of God had laid down His life, 
and by His precious blood-shedding pur- 
chased for them pardon, reconciliatioD, and 
peace. 

All believers have a certain amount of 
rest in Jesus, but have they all that ful- 
ness of rest which they might find in Him? 
The deficiency cannot be in Him, and un- 
doubtedly in us there is no ground of re- 
pose whatever, so we need nev6r hope to 
find rest in ourselves. We have not as ve 
might have, because we do not come as 
those who have nothing to the infinite 
Source of all rest. God has set forth His 
beloved Son as the true foundation, or 
place of repose, on which, not merely the 
first stones, but the whole superstructure, 
is to rest. " Behold, I lay in Zion, for a 
foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a pre- 
cious corner stone, a sure foundation." 
Multitudes in all ages have proved it true, 
and have taken up the prophetical song: 
*' We have a strong city ; salvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open 
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ye the gates, that the righteous nation, 
which keepeth the truth, may enter therein. 
Thou vilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 
trusteth in Thee. Trust ye in the Lord 
for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength ^^ — a song which may well 
be wafted on and on o'er all the world, 
bidding each weary heart rejoice. 

Probably, many who gladly take it up 

in all the first warmth of new-found pardon 
and peace in Jesus, have little idea of the 
temptations, conflicts, and assaults their 
hearts will meet with from a variety of 
foes, and still less of the ample provision 
God has made for them in Jesus, to bear 
them more than conquerors through and 
over all. Just as the lofty lighthouse, 
which stands steadfast amidst the utmost 
fury of the storm, is a trophy of the archi- 
tect's skill and w^isdom ; so you, though in 
yourself helpless, can be made by God a 
trophy of grace, not only in the display of 
His long-suffering and pardoning \xvfix^^. 
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but also in the display of His grace, in 
preserving jou to the end, and in keeping 
your heart serene and triumphant amidst 
all the temptations which surround, or as- 
saults which come upon, you. There were 
foes within as well as around Paul, and to 
such an extent did he experience the reality 
of the burden and the conflict, that he cried 
out — " Oh ! wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? " But high above the tumult of 
stormy passions within and harassing cares 
without rose his triumphant shout of faith, 
as, looking away from himself and his cir- 
cumstances, he beheld his Deliverer, his 
everlasting, continual Saviour. In Him he 
had found forgiveness beyond all concep- 
tion ; at His hands he had obtained free- 
dom from the burden of his great guilt, 
and to whom else could he look for de- 
liverance, continually and eternally, from 
all that now oppressed him ? 

Out of reach of temptation, separated 
from the old corrupt nature, beyond the 
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assaults of Satan, he was not, until he 
had actually fought the good fight of faith, 
finished his course, and entered into the 
presence of Him who had ready for His 
servant the crown which could never fade 
away. But in that shout of holy expecta- 
tion and appropriating trust he proclaimed 
the secret of victory ; and he who knows 
the secret of victory, knows the secret of 
rest in the midst of conflict. The general 
who knows he can win will relax no efforts, 
will spare no thought, will use every re- 
source, to attain the end ; but all the time 
his heart may abide in perfect peace if he 
knows his resources are such as to render 
victory certain. 

Believer, you are called to a warfare 
with all the hidden powers of darkness. 
" We fight not,'* Paul says, " against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities and 
powers, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places." You have a great and real foe in 
Satan. Never let us forget or under-esti- 
mate his cruelty, his craft, his subtle ^o^^y. 
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The angels of God behold you warring, 
battling, striying, toiling in the midst of 
foes. Often downcast, burdened, harassed, 
not perhaps so much by the great trials, 
as the continual inroad of petty cares and 
insinuating hindrances. If they saw only 
this spectacle they might well weep o'er 
the hopelessness of the contest, and mourn 
that your lot was so hard. But they see 
One in the midst of the Throne like unto 
the Son of man. In Him the human is 
blended with the Divine, and though ex- 
alted so high they see His heart is with 
His suflfering, tried, tempted disciples upon 
earth. They know His power is equal to 
His love. They know that He has not 
cast aside the name by which they were 
privileged to herald Him to mankind at 
first. A Saviour then, when as a babe 
He entered the world and first wore 
human form. A Saviour while he lived 
on earth. A Saviour when He poured 
forth His soul unto death, a full and all- 
su&cient atonement for the sins of the 
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whole world. A Saviour when He burst 
the bands of the grave and rose for the 
justification of sinners. A Saviour when 
He ascended up on high, as the merciful 
and faithful High Priest, who could never 
die, but should continue to make interces- 
sion for His people as long as they should 
need it. Yes, they see Him to be still 
"Jesus, the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever." 

jAnd may they not wonder with sorrow- 
fill amazement that His people live so far 
below their God-bestowed privileges. If 
in Jesus all fulness dwells for us, how is 
it that we too often live as if we were, in 
some measure at any rate, dependant on 
our own resources'? Perhaps the hardest 
lesson we have to learn, is that of the 
utter comiption, hopeless, irremediable con- 
dition of our old nature — nay, more, of its 
deep antagonism to the holy law of God, 
and, consequently, of the futility of ex- 
pecting anything from improved human 
nature. How many, even of those who 
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have surrendered all hope of self-justifica- 
tion before God, are still impeded by a 
certain amount of trust in their own eflPorts 
from that entire reliance on Christ for pre- 
sent power, victory, and daily service, 
which alone can till their hearts with the 
rest they long to attain. 

The Psalmist said — " I will go in the 
strength of the Lord Grod. I will make 
mention of Thy righteousness, even of 
Thine only/^ This bright declarationtof 
his only confidence is beautifully exempli- 
fied by his conduct, when he stood, a ruddy 
youth, before Saul and his armed warriors, 
and when, with his sling and the pebble of 
the brook, he ran forth to meet the giant 
Philistine. Rehearsing to Saul the simple 
narrative of his experience of God's good- 
ness and grace in victories already given, 
he went forth to a greater victory still, 
with a heart full of repose in the living 
God, in whom he had learned to trust 
under all circumstances. If increased light 
and knowledge afford fuller grounds for 
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faith and rest, surely we, to whom God 
hath by His Spirit revealed what was once 
hidden, may be ashamed of our past feeble 
faith, consequent impotence, and want of 
rest. 

Has there not too often been a tendency, 
on our part, to think that our circumstances 
must all be changed ere our hearts can en- 
joy the happiness of heavenly rest and 
peace within. But it was in the storm 
that Jesus asked His disciples, tempest- 
tossed, within as well as without, the gently 
reproving question, " Where is your faith T 
Oh, how often might He thus have re- 
minded us that while in the world we have 
tribulation, in Him we should have peace. 
Human nature, with all its evil and all its 
frailty, surrounding tribulation, fierce temp- 
tations, may combine to shake the heart to 
its inmost depths ; but high above them all 
in power is one whose name is still and 
always Jesus — a Saviour, and He, the God 
of Peace, is able to give you peace always 
and by all means. 
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Is there not an idea very prevalent that 
the life of most Christians may be divided 
into two component but separate parts — 
spiritual and secular : it might be called 
extraordinary and ordinary ? The two are 
sometimes represented as antagonistic to 
each other. The one is upheld as being 
vastly superior to the other ; and many 
earnest young Christians naturally think 
that there is nothing so elevated, so good, 
as to get clear of all the ordinary avoca- 
tions of life, and be, as they imagine, wholly 
consecrated only when they are engaged in 
what is commonly called directly spiritual 
work. All praise be to God for the many 
instances of noble self-sacrifice and devo- 
tion, who, believing in the Master^s call to 
them, have sacrificed prospects and open- 
ings of life, which would have been pleasant 
and advantageous, and are faithfully en- 
gaged in preaching and labouring in what 
we call direct spiritual work at home and 
abroad. But they who have thus yielded 
themselves to tbe direct work would be the 
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first to saj that in all lawful callings a 
Christian may, and should, serve his Sa- 
viour always and in all things, and that to 
separate life into spiritual and secular is to 
make a division where there should be 
none. But the idea is not uncommon, and 
causes many Christians to live in frequent 
anxiety and under the burden of earthly 
cares, because there is want of confidence 
between their hearts and the Saviour in 
this matter. Their faith has not appre- 
hended that they and all their concerns are 
of the deepest interest to Him, and form 
His constant care. He tells us to seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and assures us we may be without 
trouble, because your Father which is in 
heaven knoweth that we have need of these 
things. It is impossible here to quote the 
many passages of the Word of God which 
directly and indirectly tell us that we need 
never be at a loss whom to go to with our 
smallest, as well as our greatest, matters of 
interest and anxiety. 
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Moreover, it vitally aflFects our spiritual 
prosperity, it causes a great part of our 
daily life to be spent, as it were, out of 
Christ's presence. His sympathetic pre- 
sence is not always realised, and the tran- 
sactions of ordinary life go on as if He 
were at home and we out in the world. 
Not that His precepts are necessarily for- 
gotten, nor matters transacted regardless 
of His approval or disapproval, but we lose 
continual fresh manifestations of His love, 
sympathy, and power to keep our hearts 
peaceful amidst all that is calculated to 
press upon us. 

Is there any portion of your life in which 
you do not need Jesus, and in which you 
cannot expect Him to make His grace 
abound towards you, so that always having 
all suflBciency in all things, you may abound 
unto every good word and work ? 

If in the past you have missed this bless- 
ing, begin now with a fresh surrender of 
your whole being and life to the Saviour, 
then go forward in the full and happy as- 
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surance that moment by moment, just as 
your necessities arise, in all their variety. 
He will make His grace sufficient for you. 
Amidst all the daily business of life, what- 
ever or wherever you ar.e, it is your pri- 
vilege to realise that Jesus is able to keep 
your heart in the enjoyment of rest. 

There are, happily, many true Christians, 
whose daily life, whose peaceful happy 
faces, proclaim far more powerfully than 
any sermon or book can the blessedness of 
the man whose trust is in the Lord, whose 
life is a life of faith in the Son of God who 
loved and redeemed him, who lives for him 
in heaven and with and in him by His 
Spirit now — keeping, as rightful Sovereign, 
peace within the heart that has kept back 
and keeps back nothing from Him, but 
mth confidence, such as a true wife reposes 
in her husband, casts on Him all cafes 
without restriction or limit. Let the Word 
of God itself speak rest to your heart, 
obeying its sweet command to cast "all 
your care upon Him, for He careth for 
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you/' and *'in all things by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiying, making 
your requests known unto the Lord, and 
the peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.'' 

Kest does not imply inactivity any more 
than inactivity implies rest. In the most 
ardent, constant work there may and should 
be rest. If our work proceed only from 
selfish, worldly motives, we may well be- 
come weary of it and weary in it. Dis- 
appointment and failure will speedily dis- 
gust ; but if our work be the product of 
loving gratitude, of hearts converted and 
consecrated to God, we shall find nothing 
in it to mar the deep rest of the heart, but 
the reverse. It matters not whether that 
work be what is called directly spiritual, 
or what is called secular. To a conse- 
crated heart there should be no difference. 
If you are really a Christian, you are a 
consecrated being in spite of all your im- 
perfections. Remember that consecration 



BEST. 145 

has a Diyine as ^ell as a human side. We 
are apt to think of the imperfection in our 
lives as proving that we are only partially 
holy, but a believer is a holy one conse- 
crated by God, His consecration is de- 
pendant not merely on his self-surrender, 
but on Divine cleansing and setting apart. 
Aaron, the high priest, all the priests, the 
altars, &c., were consecrated to God's ser- 
vice by blood, by cleansing, by clothing, 
by anointing ; and we, by better than 
these, even by the precious blood and 
righteousness of Jesus, and by the anoint- 
ing of the Holy Ghost. How blessed to 
accept the fact that by God's act, as well 
as our self-surrender, we are His, There 
is rest in the belief of it — in uncertainty 
there is unrest. *' Lord, I am Thy ser- 
vant and the son of Thine handmaid ; Thou 
hast loosed my bonds.'' You, as a be- 
liever, are His, and made holy to Him. 
Sin and backsliding appear all the more 
hateful when we think of them as being 
pollution of that which God hath cleansed 
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and consecrated. Were it not for the 
ample provision God has made to meet 
this as every other want, we could knov 
but little rest. But 'He has provided a 
merciful and faithful High Priest to live 
and intercede on behalf of His people ; 
and if we confess our sin. He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sin, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. No- 
thing but a constant supply of grace can 
make us able to yield our lives, day bj 
day, a living sacrifice to God ; and no- 
thing but a continual looking to that pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth 
from all sin, and to His unceasing inter- 
cession as our High Priest before God, can 
keep our hearts in that peaceful walk of 
assured love which is so essential, not to 
our happiness only, but our practical carry- 
ing out of a life of holiness. Since in 
Jesus alone is all our holiness, for " He is 
of God made our sanctification,'^ we can 
only live as holy ones just so far as we re- 
ceive power from Him. If guilt and fear 
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are allowed to remain on the conscience, 
faith fails to draw on the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. The supplies are not in 
full flow, not because there is scarcity, but 
because of hindrance. When such is the 
sad case, there cannot fail to be temporary 
unrest in a renewed heart, and hence it is 
only as the believer makes Jesus his all 
in all, and looks perpetually to Him, that 
he will enjoy rest indeed. If only with 
hearts willing to be what God calls us to 
be ("we are called to be saints^'), and 
with a faith which is willing to accept all 
that God has provided in Christ and oflFers 
freely, we looked to Jesus as our only re- 
source, we would find more and more that 
whatever is lacking in us there is no lack 
in Jesus. If you look to Jesus only to 
enable you so to live — if you have con- 
fidence in Him to keep you moment by 
moment, and to work in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure — ^your 
heart may well enjoy rest in Him and in 
His work. All will be in propoi\\Q)\i \<5k 
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your faith. It is when, by His grace, our 
heart and will are actiyely as well as pas- 
sively blended in happy harmony with the 
will of God, that our souls most truly 
enjoy a sense of rest in Him. When His 
will is our delight everything will be easy. 
The angels speed continually on their holy 
messages without ever growing weary, sus- 
tained and filled with delight in the will 
of God. But nowhere have we such a 
perfect example of rest in the midst of 
work, and even of bodily weariness, as 
when we look upon the weary Saviour sit- 
ting at the mouth of Jacob's welL His 
loving disciples came to Him bearing with 
them food to revive His tired body. How 
striking His reply to their entreaties to 
partake — " My meat is to do the will of 
Him which sent Me, and to finish Bis 
work.^' Is there not sweet rest implied in 
these words ? His Father's will was His 
delight, and in it He found refreshing and 
support. 
If yon allow yout laLenta to rust, in- 
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tead of using them for the Saviour's glory 
bnd the adyancement of His cause ; if in 
''our work, whatever it be, you do not seek 
3[im and His glory in all, you cannot fail 
o hinder yourself in the enjoyment of rest. 
Tot if we are not living in loving harmony 
nth Grod ; if we diverge from, or cease to 
nove in, the course He calls us to, we are 
lure in some degree to lose the rest which 
lows from unison with God. 

But there are some who are prevented 
rom joining the happy harvest band, who 
ure deprived of the exhilaration, the joyous 
•efreshing, of active work for Jesus. 

Theirs is perhaps the sick-room, the in- 
iralid couch, the depression of nervous dis- 
3ase, the weariness of an exhausted frame, 
the obligation more or less to do what ap- 
pears, to themselves and others, nothing. 
Their sorrow is, that life seems to be slip- 
ping away, and while they see others busy 
and bright, they cannot join. Often, too, 
they blame themselves, and stir up dis- 
quieting thoughts by their bitter reflections. 
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They would rather be weary in toil than 
restless in inaction. 

Probably, there are none who, humanly 
speaking, have more cause for being rest- 
less. And yet we cannot reflect on the 
character of Jesus, of His words and ways, 
without feeling deeply that none are nearer 
and dearer to his heart, and consequently 
nearer to rest, than His tried people. He 
who sends them trial, who gives it as their 
appointed way of testimony, who has 
chosen them in the furnace of affliction, 
cannot mean they should be restless there ; 
certainly, it should not be through fear of 
uselessness. Most wonderful are His ways 
of spreading the gospel ! He has no in- 
struments more potent for this end than 
His sufi^ering ones. What a missing link 
there would be in the chain of Christian 
testimony were there no sufi^erers whose 
faith enabled them to triumph over the 
efi^ects and influence of trial, that the world 
may see in them its wondrous power. 
How many a hard-hearted worldly man is 
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receiving from the unseen influence of a 
patient, trusting. Christian wife lessons 
such as no preacher can teach. How 
many a suffering Christian parent has been 
unconsciouslj engraying deep impressions 
on the hearts of her children by her calm 
rest and trust in Jesus in hours of weak- 
ness and weariness. Jesus needs these 
weak ones, these tried ones, that in them 
He may manifest His own power to give 
rest and peace of soul in the midst of the 
most disturbing influences. 

Tried fellow-Christian, whatever the na- 
ture or the extent of the depressing and 
disturbing influences which move you, there 
is for you, as for all others, rest in Jesus. 
He who lives now at God's right hand, 
your High Priest, is not one that " cannot 
be touched with a feeling of our infirmi- 
ties.'* He remembers the days of His 
flesh, and enters into thorough sympathy 
with you ; but it is not in His sympathy 
alone you will find rest. In Him there is 
a combination of compassion and power. 
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When Paul was burdened with a thorn 
in the flesh, he thrice asked the Lord to 
remove it. But the Lord had a more ex- 
cellent way than removal of the thorn: 
He said, " My grace is sufficient for thee, 
for My strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness/' Paul is a pattern to us alike in 
the active and in the suffering parts of his 
life. Just as Divine grace enabled him at 
one time by faith to triumph in conflict, 
so in suffering the same gracious Saviour 
caused him to feel that in Himself was 
always the same rest and peace to be 
found. No wonder Paul said, "The hfe 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God.^' A life which 
depended on Jesus could not fail to be a 
life of deep, real rest. 

The writer remembers one who lay long 
a great sufferer in a crowded city. She 
was subject to fearful spasms of pain, 
which caused intense suffering. One day, 
with a look of quiet resignation, she said, 
'* When these come, I often think I could 
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not bear auy more. But they come each 
worse than another, but He just makes 
His grace sufficient." She knew what it 
was to rest in Jesus — and, little as she 
thought it, was bearing a brighter testi- 
nony to the power and grace of a living 
Saviour than she could have done in any 
>ther way. The believer, who is so rest- 
ng in Jesus, is a constant testimony to all 
)f the reality of such rest, and to none 
more than to the great number of suflFer- 
ng ones everywhere, who, alas I know no- 
thing of soul rest. 

How many there are who are enduring 
^at suflFering of body, and know not Him 
^ho can sustain and keep them in happy 
•est. They suflFer a twofold misery. But 
Be who has sent the trial stands by ready 
md able to relieve you, if such you are ; and 
f you only turn to Him in this time of your 
kfiUction, He will fulfil His own word of 
nvitation, given with glorious freeness, 
* Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 
leavy-laden, and I will give you rest.'^ 
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There are those who have not rest, and 
who, moreover, in their present condition 
cannot rest. They are living afar from, 
and without, God, more or less unmindful 
of Him. They are seeking rest, but never 
finding it. Some are seeking it in the 
world, and cannot find it there. Some 
know, by bitter experience, that the world 
and all its treasures may gratify for a time, 
but cannot satisfy the yearnings and the 
desires of a heart that knows there is 
something better, that is conscious of tie 
realities of death and eternity, whose dread 
of the future breaks the rest of the present 

Some are seeking it religiously — they 
are, as they think, striving to enter in at 
the strait gate, and wonder they find no 
entrance and obtain no rest. It is because 
they are striving to get in everywhere but 
at the gate, and in any way but through 
the gate. They have not yet recognised 
Jesus to be the door of entrance, and the 
only- way in by simply trusting in Him 
Just as if you came, after weary groping 
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loDg the wall, to the door, do you not 
ow see Jesus to be the way, and will you 
ot at once enter in and be at rest ? He 
; the true ark of the covenant, the city of 
3fuge, the stronghold of hope : " Turn ye 
> the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope/' 

long as you are out of Him you are 

1 unspeakable peril. You know that 
onr eternity is at stake even though you 
ave been trifling with it, and in conse- 
aence are without rest. In Jesus there 
; all you require. It is written, " A man 
iall be an hiding place and a covert 
:om storm and tempest.^' What man 
an shelter you in the day when every 
iding place will be tested, when God will 
ly judgment to the line and righteousness 
J the plummet, and the hail shall sweep 
way the refuge of lies, and the waters 
ball overflow the hiding place ? Who is 
le who, through the Word of God, is 
roclaimed the only refuge ? It is none 
ut Jesus, the Son of God — God and 
lan. Oh ! glorious hiding place — com- 
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billing in His person all we need, who 
bath done and suffered for us all that 
Divine justice demanded, wbo lives now a 
Prince and a Saviour, able to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God bj Him 
Wanderer from rest. He not onlj died to 
redeem thee — He follows thee now — ^pur- 
sues the wayward sheep. Look at the 
picture He Himself drew in Luke xv. : 
see in that wandering sheep — thyself; in 
that Shepherd, seeking till he find — thy 
Saviour. Let Him save, yield to His 
grace, confide in His power, and become 
one of those whom He bears in His arms, 
for He is mighty to save ; and in Him 
you, a weary sinner, will find rest. 

Could all the redeemed of the Lord be 
called together, they would unite in bear- 
ing testimony to the fact that Jesus of 
Nazareth, who died for our sins and rose 
for our justification, lives now a Prince 
and a Saviour, able to save to the utter- 
most all who come unto God by Him. 
Ask those who know what it is to have 
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been born from above, who have indeed 
received Jesns, by faith, as their Saviour, 
wrhere they first found rest ? They will 
answer. In Jesus, and Jesus only. 

The concurrent testimony of real Chris- 
tians in all ages corroborates the Scripture 
leclaration that Jesus is the same y ester- 
lay, to-day, and for ever. " The same ; " 
and who and what is He of whom this 
leclaration is made? Perhaps no words 
sure more suited to meet and melt an un- 
believer's heart, as well as to revive and 
strengthen the impressions and convictions 
of Christians, than those of the angelic 
messenger — " Unto you is bom this day a 
Saviour which is Christ the Lord" — a Sa- 
viour, and a Divine Saviour. 

None less would avail. Yes, the Son 
of God became our Saviour, and He is a 
Saviour still. He undertook to save the 
lost Let us be clear on this, for there 
is too often a vague impression that He 
came merely to set an example of holy 
living and self-sacrifice to the lo^\» «cA 
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degraded. Nay, the Son of God wodd 
not so tantalise human misery by showing 
men what human nature could never be, 
and setting before them a display of holi- 
ness and liappiness entirely out of the 
reach of every unsaved and unrenewed 
heart. The wisdom of God comprehended 
all the depths of human degradation, all 
its natural dislike to true holiness and 
utter incapacity to attain it. Man needed 
one able and willing to save by His own 
unaided power and ability, and in grace 
God provided such a Saviour in the per- 
son of His only-begotten and well-beloYed 
Son, " Christ the Lord.'' In order to ac- 
complish our salvation from the guilt and 
condemnation of our miserable state and 
sinful acts. He became our Substitute, 
stood in our room and stead, the guiltless 
for the guilty, and oflfered up in His own 
person an all-sufficient sacrifice in atone- 
ment for our guilt. As you view the Son 
of God voluntarily accepting such a poai- 
tion, enduring such, a death for sinners, 
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H'ill yon DOt accept and adore Him as the 
very Saviour you require ? And as it has 
ever been in the experience of all believers 
in the past, so will it be witli you the 
moment you fully trust Him : you will be 
willing in your heart to own that all they 
said was true, when they testified that 
Jesus — "a Saviour" — is the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever. 

Yes, whoever or whatever you may be, 
you need, if you have not already found. 
Him who was called by the angel, " Jesus," 
a Saviour. 

That name is probably no strange word 
to you, but what power has it had on you ? 
What is it to you now ? Is the name 
altogether precious because you know Him 
who bears it as your own eternal Saviour ? 
If not, remember He oiFers to do for you 
what none else can. He who died for our 
sins, and rose again for our justification, 
appeals to your heart, iniiting you to trust 
Him at once and for ever. At present 
you know not whither you are going, Un- 
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certainty, insecurity, doubts and fears cast 
their shadows over your heart From all 
this there is One who can deliver, who has 
delivered multitudes in the past "When 
on earth. He never turned back a seeking 
sinner ; and He who is still the same calb 
you to Himself now. His hearths desire 
is to give you rest 

Perhaps you have come to the door you 
once thought closed for ever, you entered 
in by faith, and rejoiced to know you were 
safe in Him, the sinner's Refuge, lake 
the dove fleeing from the pursuing hawk, 
you found safety in the clefts of the rock, 
you have rest. But is there not even here 
a danger of limiting the amount of rest in 
Christ ? God has provided infinite bless- 
ings in Christ They are treasured up in 
Him. He is the Divine Treasurer to keep 
the people of God ever rich. Safe within 
the portals, let us have faith to press for- 
ward, and in knowing more and more with 
all saints the length, and breadth, and 
depth, and height of the love of Christ 
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which passeth knowledge, our souls will 
more deeply enjoy the rest given us in 
Him. As the years roll away, each add- 
ing another page to the book of our Chris- 
tian experience ; and we have to record 
with humble, heartfelt gratitude that the 
grace which is in Christ is sufficient to 
bear us up, to give us victory, to give us 
inward rest amidst all the great and little 
temptations, trials, and vicissitudes of life, 
we may remember that we are only enjoy- 
ing the foretaste, and that in the coming 
eternity there will be for each child of God 
an eternal discovery of the rest and the 
bliss God has bestowed on us in Christ 
Jesus. 

God has brought many of us in great 
grace within the portals of the Great 
Stronghold, and already there is rest ; but 
what will it be further in 1 What are the 
inner chambers, the upper chambers, like ? 
It is faith's happy privilege to go on ex- 
ploring, for all the doors are wide open. 
There is no fear of intruding, for all things* 
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are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Chrirt 
is Grod's. 

" Now UNTO Him that is able to 

KEEP YOU FBOM FALLING, AND TO PKB- 
SENT you FAULTLESS BEFOBE THE PRE- 
SENCE OF His globy with exceeding 

JOY, TO THE ONLY WISE GoD, OTJB 
SaVIOUB, be globy and MAJESTY, DO- 
MINION AND POWEB, BOTH NOW AND 

EVEB. Amen/' 
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HYMN. 



I look to Jesus, and the clond 
Of my transgressions melts away, 

E'en as the hlackest midnight shroud 
Gives place to the returning day. 

I look to JesuB, and the stains 

Of my life's guilt, tho' dark and deep, 

Are wash'd, till not a spot remains, 
And I can safely wake and sleep. 

I look to Jesus, and the face 
Of Qod is tum'd on me in love, 

I feel a Father's fond emhrace. 

And all my douhts and fears remove. 

I look to Jesus, and hehold ! 

My heart is lightened of its cares. 
My love for earthly things grows cold, 

And pleasure vainly spreads her snares. 

I look to Jesus, when my foes 
With violence my peace assail ; 

On his dear hreast I find repose, 
And all their hateful efforts fail. 

I look to Jesus, and the sight 
Of all that He endured for me, 

Makes e'en my greatest suff'rings light, 
Compared with His deep agony. 
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I look to Jesus, when my zeal, 
And faith, and love grow dead and cold, 

Then doth He Calvary reveal, 
And makes me in His service bold. 

I look to Jesus, when the waves 
Of dark cormptions rage within, 

And He from their dominion saves, 
From their pollution makes me clean. 

I look to Jesus, and I see 

Heaven's golden portals opening wide, 
With ready welcome e*en to me, 

Tho' vile, to enter and abide. 

Thus let me, Lord, while life doth last. 

In faith look ever up to Thee, 
And when life's sinful days are past, 

I shall Thy face in glory see. 

0. T. ASTLEY. 



THE GREAT EXPECTATION. 



Cl^t ^rtat €xptiKiim. 




ATCH ! It is the Master's solemn 
charge. He was here ; He is 
gone. He has promised to re- 
n. While in the world there was 
:hing He stamped more indelibly on the 
irts of His followers than that He who 
LS left them would come again suddenly. 
is the great expectation set before the 
iirch of Christ throughout the whole 
jw Testament. It is the completion of 
ngs foretold in the Old. The last words 
the Lord Jesus to His Church on earth 
5, " Surely, 1 come quickly." 
"Behold, He cometh with clouds, and 
3ry eye shall see Him, and they also 
lich pierced Him ; and all kindreds of 
5 earth shall wail because of Him : even 
Amen." 
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Even so. The return of the Lord was 
the uppennost desire of that apostle, who, 
perhaps, more than any knew the loTe 
of Jesus. It is the hope of the whole 
Christian Church, although, like many 
other privileges and promises, too often 
neglected, to our great loss. Does tiie 
Lord send His messages to each of the 
seven Churches, various in their import as 
the state of each Church demanded ? His 
coming, and the rewards He will give, aie 
held forth to stimulate, to cheer, and to 
encourage, such as, " Behold, I come 
quickly : hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown.'' 

Though we may fail to comprehend fully 
the great and glorious things revealed in 
the Revelation, we cannot but perceiTO 
that this great expectation stands pre- 
eminent. 

When the apostle John wrote his 
epistles, so full of the spirit of love, 
he says — " Little children, abide in Him ; 
that, when He sliall ai^i^ear, we may have 
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onfidence, and not be ashamed before 
lim at His coming/' 

"Abide in Him/' The words lead us 
ack to those of the Master Himself^ — 
Abide in Me " — in that discourse which 
&veals to us the need of vital union with 
esus, and of constant abiding in Him as 
lie only source of life, joy, and fruitful- 
ess. Here we learn it to be the secret 
f a joyful, peaceful welcome of the coming 
jord. 

Does he instruct these Christians in 
ieir privileges as redeemed and adopted 
>ns of God? He leads them to realize 
tieir duty in view of the Lord's return, 
s well as the glorious prospect awaiting 
bem, when present privileges will be ex- 
eeded by those to come. " Beloved, now 
re we the sons of God ; and it doth not 
et appear what we shall be, but we know 
liat when He shall appear we shall be like 
[im ; for we shall see Him as He is, and 
rery man that hath this hope in him 
urifieth himself, even as He is pure/' 
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Does he dwell ont he love of God? 
He shows that that love has not its perfect 
effect upon us until it has cast out i^ fear ; 
so that, knowing the love that He hath to 
us, and reciprocating it in our grateful Iotc 
to Him, both combine in sweet power to 
keep our hearts and minds in assured 
confidence in the prospect even of the 
judgment. 

The apostle Peter knew well that the 
apparently long delay of the Lord's coining 
would be made an occasion to scoffers to 
reject altogether belief in His return, and 
that prevalent unbelief would soon exercise 
a chilling influence on the Church of Christ 
He therefore closes his epistle with solemn 
appeals to hold fast to the expectation of 
Christ's coming, exhorting his hearers to 
all holy living before God, as those who 
anticipated so great an event. 

*' We, according to His promise, look 

for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 

dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, be- 

ioved, seeing that ye \ooV fex widi things, 
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be diligent, that ye may be found of Him 
in peace, without spot, and blameless f 
and this, because he expected the day of 
the Lord to come as a thief in the night. 

James, encouraging the oppressed and 
down-trodden, bids them " Be patient, 
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord.^^ " Be ye also patient, for the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh." 

In the epistle to the Hebrews we are 
told to "look for Him who shall appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation.^' 

Writing to Titus, Paul says, " The grace 
of God that bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared unto all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world, looking for that 
blessed hope and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.^' Those to whom the coming of 
the Lord Jesus is no bright prospect have 
little sympathy with Paul. To him it was 
a glorious expectation, which c\i^^x^^ ^\A 
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sustained his heart amidst all the trials 
and toils of that devoted life. He looked 
forward to the day when the Lord, tte 
righteous judge, should bestow on him, and 
on all them also which love His appearing, 
*' a crown of righteousness/' 

As an aged apostle of the Lord, he 
charged Timothy to faithfulness in the 
great warfare, to obedience to his com- 
mand, until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, "which in His times He 
shall show who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.'' 

From beginning to end of the epistles 
to the Thessalonians Paul had in view this 
great hope ; for in his introductory re- 
marks he addresses them as those who tad 
"turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God ; and to wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from 
the dead ; even Jesus, which delivered us 
from the wrath to come." The coming of 
the Lord was ceTlaiiAy ^ N\tal, essential 
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part of the creed of these early Christians, 
and one of the most powerful motives in 
their life. 

To those enduring tribulation for the 
Lord's sake, he writes of " resty when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not 
God and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord and from the glory of 
His power, when He shall come to be 
glorified in His saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe." 

And what Christian is there who has 
not read those words of touching sympathy 
in which the great Apostle cheered the 
bereaved? What theme did he adopt 
when he desired to pour the balm of con- 
solation into bleeding hearts bereaved of 
their beloved ones? Does he not set 
before them the prospect of the Lord's 
return ? "I would not have you to be 
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ignorant, brethren, conceming them whidi 
are asleep ; that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with Him, For this we 
say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep. For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God : and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first ; then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever, 
be with the Lord." It is with these words, 
with tliis glorious hope, this triumph of the 
Lord over death and the grave, that we 
are to comfort one another. Oh ! ye who 
mourn departed ones, take to yourselves 
the comfort which flows from the expecta- 
tion of the returning Saviour. He who 
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burst the fetters of the tomb shall come 
and call forth His owd, and gather together 
His elect. It is with this great hope that 
the apostle comforts bereaved Christians, 
and then goes on to stimulate his hearers 
to the utmost vigilance, as those who are 
not in darkness, as to the great coming 
event, and therefore inexcusable if, like 
drowsy sentinels, they fall asleep. To the 
unbelieving that day will come as an awful 
surprise. ** When they shall say, ' Peace 
and safety,^ then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child, and they shall not escape. But ye, 
brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
should overtake you as a thief. Ye are 
all the children of light and the children 
of the day : we are not of the night nor 
of darkness. Therefore, let us not sleep 
as do others, but let us watch and be 
sober. '^ These words are still needed to 
awaken the careless and to stimulate us 
all to realize our separation from the world 
unto God, and to excite us to renewed 
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watchfulness and sobriety of spirit in anti- 
cipation of the appearing of the Lord. 

The doctrine of the second advent is by 
some set aside as unpractical — ^as some- 
thing speculative and theoretical ; but here 
they will find the great prospect used as 
an incentive to all that is practical and 
real in the Christian life. 

Writing to the Colossians, he addresses 
them as dead regarding their old, sinfiil 
life, but now alive in Jesus Christ " Ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God." '' When Christ who is our life 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory." 

Encouraging the Philippian believers, he 
assured them of his confidence that the Lord 
who had begun a good work in them would 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ, and 
prayed for them "that your love may abound 
yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment, that ye may approve things that 
are excellent ; that ye may be sincere and 
without oflfence till tlve day of Christ/' 



THE GREAT EXPECTATION. 177 

Anticipating ardently the great event, 
and preparing for it, Paul seeks to lift 
his hearers heavenward. ** Our conver- 
sation," he writes, " is in heaven, from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body, according to the 
working whereby He is able even to subdue 
all things unto Himself." 

In the Epistle to the Ephesians we have 
that wonderful revelation of redeeming love 
— " Christ loved the Church, and gave 
Himself for it : that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the Word, that He might present it to 
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing.^^ Christ's 
love to the Church leads to redemption 
from the pollution, power, and penalty of 
sin ; but that is not the end. We griev- 
ously fail to apprehend the greatness of 
Christ's love in its ultimate issue. As re- 
deemed ones, it behoves us to seek to know 
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the length, and breadth, and depth, and 
height of the love of Christ, which passetii 
knowledge. It is ours to moye on higher 
and higher, in the apprehension of that 
marvellous love which, even " when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ — (by grace ye are saved), — ^uid 
hath raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, that in the ages to come He mi^ 
shew the exceeding riches of His grace, 
in His kindness towards us through Christ 
Jesus/' 

When Paul exhorted the Galatians to 
sow not to the flesh, but to the spirit; 
when he bade them " Be not weary in 
well-doing : for in due season we shall reap 
if we faint not/' had he not the return of 
the Lord of the harvest in view ? 

Throughout the Epistle to the Corinth- 
ians the expectation of the Lord's return 
runs like a golden thread. Does he give 
thanks for the grace given to them, so that 
they came behind in no gift ? There was 
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one trait of character which rejoiced his 
heart — they were " waiting for the Lord/* 

Were there things which puzzled them ? 
Judge .nothing before the time, until the 
Lord come. 

In the peace of family life, in the bustle 
of business life, he would have them re- 
member **the time is short." When he 
leads us to the table of the Lord, and 
recapitulates the directions of the Saviour 
oonceming that memorial feast which stands 
as it were mid-way between the first com- 
ing and the second coming of our Lord, he 
tells us, " as oft as ye do this ye do shew 
the Lord's death till He come" Precious 
memorials of a Saviour's dying love, of the 
great atonement which cost Him so much ; 
ye are also memorials of One who, now 
absent, is coming back again, not burdened 
as of yore, but without sin unto salvation, 
to gather His own, and wear, not the crown 
of thorns, but the crown of the universe, 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Surely, each communion sho\ild \i&i wjs. m 
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spirit a stage nearer the great consum- 
mation, and enable us to feel that the 
visible presence of the King is nearer than 
before. 

In that sublime chapter wherein the 
mysteries of the resurrection are laid before 
our wondering gaze, Paul leads us to Him 
who is the resurrection and the life, " We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last tnimp : for the trumpet 
shall sound and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed" 
Truly, it dotli not yet appear what we shall 
be, but we know that when He shall appear 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is. In view of this glorious tranfl- 
formation, what saith the apostle to the 
early Christians ? " Therefore, my belored 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord : foras- 
much as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.^^ 

In the Epiatle lo tkoi Romans, when 
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he would lead them to full consecration 
and to increasing purity of life, he uses 
two great motives : First, " I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren, hy the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a livins; sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service ;" and afterwards, 
^* Knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep : for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand : 
let us therefore cast off the works of dark- 
ness, and let us put on the armour of light.^' 
Were Paul's words now to come home 
with conviction to the professing Christian 
Church, would they not prove as a flame of 
fire, scorching up much that now disfigures 
and mars it ? Are they not powerful to 
awaken the consciences of many now at 
ease? Glorious truth, **the night is far 
spent," it is the day that is at hand. Our 
salvation in all its fulness, in all its glorious 
consummation, is nearer than when we 
believed. 
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We have thus far, as it were, traced 
the stream upwards, aud now in the Acts 
of the Apostles and in the Gospels we still 
continue to follow it. 

We have the record of our Lord's ascen- 
sion. The disciples "looked stedfastlj 
toward heaven/' following with the gaze of 
entranced love the form they loved so 
dearly. What must have been their feel- 
ings as they lost sight of Him in the cloud 
which received Him from their sight? 
They had seen that body cold and lifeleaa 
They had borne it tenderly to the tomb in 
all its helplessness. He died for our sins. 
But all is diflFerent now. Triumphant over 
death and the grave, the mightiest laws of 
nature subject to Him, He rises majesti- 
cally to the glory which awaited Him. Is 
He gone for ever ? Shall we all go to 
Him one by one, and shall He never issue 
more from behind the veil which enshrouds 
the heavenly things from human gaze? 
Not so. "Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into l^i^^-^e^Til This same 
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Jesus, which is taken up from jou into 
heayen, shall so come in like manner as je 
haye seen Him go into heaven." 

He came into the world to seek and to 
save the lost, to ofifer His life in atonement 
for our sins ; and " after He had ofiered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God, from henceforth 
expecting till His enemies be made His 
footstool.^' 

As the Great High Priest over the House 
of God, He now lives in heaven, making 
intercession for His people, bearing them 
up amidst all their trials and temptations. 

Believer, the prospect of the Lord's 
return will help you to realise to your deep 
comfort that Jesus now lives. All parts 
of the Christian faith are so interwoven 
that none can be omitted without grave 
loss. To the early Christians, at any rate, 
the advent of the Lord Jesus formed an 
integral part of their faith, and exercised 
a perpetual influence on all their inner and 
outer life. 
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Coming to the gospel narratives, though 
only able to take some portions of what 
Jesus taught on this great subject when on 
earth, we shall find that again and again 
does He enjoin on His disciples the im- 
portance of watching, and living as men 
who expect their Master's return. Does 
He refer to the unbelieving world ? " Be- 
hold," He says, " as the days of Noe were, 
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man 
be/^ Does He wish to impress on His 
disciples the responsibility of stewardship 1 
He draws the solemn picture of reward 
and punishment in the parables of the two 
servants and of the talents. Does He wish 
to have them ready ? Lo, the parable of 
the virgins, with its concluding exhortation, 
" Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man 
Cometh/^ 

When the Lord told His disciples of 
His departure, knowing the sorrow that 
filled their hearts. He spoke those blessed 
words of consolatioB, " 1 ^o to prepare a 
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place for you, and if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and receive 
you unto Myself, that where I am there ye 
may be also/^ 

When He had for the last time com- 
memorated the Passover with them. He 
instituted that Supper which, through all 
ages, should serve to keep in vivid re- 
membrance His death. His undying love, 
and His sure return. 

After His resurrection, when He met 
His disciples by the Sea of Galilee, Peter 
questioned Him concerning John, and the 
answer, "If I will that he tarry till I 
come,^' showed how the Lord ever kept 
before Him the prospect of His return. 

It is impossible carefully to consider 
these portions of Scripture without recog- 
nising the prominent place in the inspired 
Word which this truth holds. 

What is it to you ? If it was a dis- 
tinctive mark of the early Christian long 
ago, what shall we say of the faith that 
grows weaker as the day approacli^^ \ 
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Is there no spiritual loss ? Would not 
the prospect of His approach revive your 
waning love and cheer your drooping heart? 

Or if you dread and dislike the truths 
what would the reality be ? 

But awfully solemn and awakening as 
is the prospect to those who love not the 
Lord nor His appearing, it is to His 
believing people a fruitful source of hope 
and joy. It is the event for which it is 
their priTilege to look, towards which they 
hasten. 

The Christian worker feels encouraged 
as he remembers his Master will come and 
recognise his toil. The prospect of His 
appearance at any moment nerves him to 
fresh eflFort and zeal in His service. 

The Christian warrior bears bravely the 
brunt of the battle, endures patiently the 
hardships of his life, knowing that the 
Captain of his salvation, who went through 
all before, may come at any moment for 
his complete deliverance. 

The patient, genWe ^vifferer, enduring the 
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prolonged trial of suflFering and weakness, 
looks forward with sweet anticipation to 
the appearing of Him whose tender sym- 
pathy and grace are now enjoyed. 

The Christian steward realises his sacred 
responsibility in view of his Lord's return, 
and just because he loves his absent Master, 
strives so to act as to give in his account 
with joy. 

It is the event which alone is certain. 
Even death may never touch you, and 
many calculations as to the future prove 
false, but this shall assuredly come to 
pass. 

But there is another view of the subject. 
It concerns the King. Christ our Lord, 
we know, is looking forward to that day 
when, with a shout of triumph. He shall 
come in glory to gather His own. We 
know that He will rejoice in that day, as 
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, 
for the marriage of the Lamb shall have 
come. The Great Redeemer shall have 
joy in the countless multitude He li^i\i 
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redeemed to Himself from sin, and death, 
and hell. 

In sympathy with Him, we, as belieyers, 
are privileged to anticipate, hope for, and 
desire his joy, who once travailed for us. 

Above all, there is the glorious prospect 
of seeing Him crowned King of kings and 
Lord of lords who was once the despised 
and rejected of men. The Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day. To Him 
every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
confess that He is Lord. 

When the Lord was about to leave His 
chosen band of disciples, His most im- 
perative command was " Watch/^ Yes ! 
watch for the first streaks of the morning 
light as they gild the hills of eternity. 
A glory awaits Him as the Son of Man, 
and that glory He will share with His 
ransomed Bride. Dark before the Ke- 
deemer's eye once lay the deep valley of 
humiliation and of death, but beyond it He 
beheld the triumphs of His resurrection and 
ascension. His sure aivd Q.^Tt^iii victory over 
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Satan, the great adversary ; over sin, our 
plague ; over death, the last enemy ; and 
His triumphant delivery of all who should 
believe on Him. 

The work which He was accomplishing 
upon earth, great as it was, infinitely im- 
portant to the souls of men, was not the 
ultimate end of all. His life in the flesh, 
His mysterious death, His triumphant re- 
surrection. His ascension, His mediatorial 
intercession in heaven are parts of a great 
scheme, the full development of which we 
shall not behold " till He come/^ 

These pave the way for His future reign. 
His eternal victory over sin and Satan, the 
everlasting deliverance of His people, and 
the restitution of all things. 

Again we approach the threshold of a 
New Year. Thoughtful minds will ponder 
over the past with its history bright and 
sad. The future, too, will have its hopes 
and fears in prospect. " The past we know 
— ^the future we do not,'' many will say. 
But the Christian has a sure i^to^^^^\» \ V^ 
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can sing — "Goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." 
The details of the future are unknown to 
him ; but the sweet assurance of his Lord's 
unfailing love and certain return pervades 
his heart. He can say with Paul — "I 
know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto Him against that 
day.'' All things he can leave with Jesus, 
and go on peacefully as the Lord may lead 
him. Whatever may come in the interval, 
there is one bright hope : " The earnest 
expectation of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. For the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.'' We can- 
not be disappointed, "For He that 

SHALL COME, WILL COME, AND WILL NOT 
TARRY." 

"Now unto Him that is able to keep 
jou from falling, and to ^^eaent you fault- 
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» before the presence of His glory with 
ceeding joy ; to the only wise God, our 
iviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
d power, both now and ever. Amen." 
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The Lord of Love on Calvary, 
A meek and suffering stranger, 

Upraised to heaven His languid eye 
In nature's hour of danger ; 

For us He bore the weight of woe, 

For us He gave His blood to flow, 
And met His Father's anger. 

The Lord of Love, the Lord of Might, 

The King of all created, 
Shall back return to claim His right, 

On clouds of glory seated ; 
With trumpet sound and angel song. 

And Hallelujahs loud and long. 

O'er death and hell defeated. 

Hebeb. 



DARKNESS AND LIGHT. 



^ 



garKmss antr p^j^* 




|IN. The word is brief ; the reality 
terrible. It darkens like night ; 
it sinks to despair. It is a pre- 
sent burden, an intolerable woe ; in itself 
an horrible thing. The law of God reveals 
its power and its presence. The awakened 
conscience smai-ts with its biting sting ; the 
sin-burdened groan beneath its weight and 
writhe in its grasp. It has brought sick- 
ness, sorrow, and death ; and, oh ! what 
untold misery besides. What broken hearts. 
What tear-furrowed cheeks. W hat blighted 
lives. What dark deaths. It has cast its 
gloom over this life, and it involves its prey 
in eternal might. It has slain its millions ; 
it has ruined for all eternity countless 
unhappy beings. 
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It has insulted Jehoyah. It has wre 
the world ; it has marred God's fair h 
work. It has wrought desolation. W 
cannot describe its intrinsic hideous 
nor depict its direful ravages. Pile u 
these things as far as mind and consc 
can, heap up all the deplorable o 
quences, and you have not yet calcu 
its awfulness. 

We are led to Calvary to gaze upoi 
form of the Son of Man, to behold 
tears, His agonies, His sorrow ; to 
His last words ; to leani in the 
shadow of the cross, and in the prei 
of the suflFering Son of God, what sin i 
is ; for our sins brought Him there. 

A sinner ! To acknowledge tha 
men generally are sinners is common, 
be convinced of it, to plead guilty, to 
the awful import of the word is rare, 
be a sinner — to know what the tern 
plies, to be conscious of it —ah ! how 
What is it to you ? Has the solemn 
viction come to "jovxt \i^^Yt that you. 
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your own self, are a sinner — a sinner justly 
30 described in the Book of God 1 Have 
jrou been brought before the bar of an 
enlightened eonscience, before the tribunal 
Df the Holy God, in His Word, and under 
the power of His Spirit 1 Are you self- 
condemned, as well as penetrated, by the 
Word of the liying God ? To bear the 

burden of your own guilt in life is intoler- 
able, to bear it in the hour of death would 
be terrible, to bear it on the judgment day 
appalling, and to bear it through eternity 
unspeakable. But Deliverance is not afar. 
The great theme of Scripture is sin and 
its remedy. The law of God discovers to 
us that God knows all our sin and need. 
In righteousness He cannot but condemn 
it, In mercy and grace He provides a 
remedy. It is just here that the great 
difference between human and revealed 
religion begins. Human religion seeks a 
variety of ways, all on the principle of 
human merit or restitution. It is from 
man to God. God in His Woi^ t^^s^^ 
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not an act, or acts, merely. It is an inward 
poison, pervading the whole man. Erery 
faculty is injured by it. There is no im- 
provement from within. There is no more 
power of sanctification in us than of blot- 
ting out the hand-writing that was against 
us. 

We have learned that the defiled hand 
only defiles. We cannot cleanse the un- 
clean. How often we have tried to polish 
the surface in vain. How much less to 
purify the inner man. Constant failures, 
old ones repeated, bring home our utter 
incapacity to deal with sin in any form. 

When God would call Israel out of 

r 

Egypt, He first revealed Himself to them 
as Jehovah — " / am the Lord." He next 
declared Himself as the covenant God — 
— " / have established My covenant ;" as 
the God of compassion — " / have heard 
the groaning of the children of Israel / 
have remembered My covenant." And 
then as the God of promise — " / wiU bring 
you. out. / will rid y^au ovA of their bond- 
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age. I will redeem you. / will take you 
to Me for a people. / will be to you a 
God, and ye shall know that I am the Lord 
your God. / will bring you in unto the 
land. I will give it you for a heritage. / 
am the Lord.'^ In the Lord's last revela- 
tion of Himself to His people, He saith, 
"I am Alpha and Omega, the First and 
the Last.^^ 

From beginning to end " salvation is of 
the Lord." He who thus declared to His 
ancient people in the day of their need 
His purposes of grace concerning them, 
prefacing each new stage of blessing with 
the solemn words of promise, " I will," has 
a distinct purpose concerning His people 
now. He has more fully revealed Himself 
in the Lord Jesus, the express image of 
His person. He has made with us a 
covenant of grace. It is ratified in the 
blood of Jesus. His eternal " will '' of 
blessing is treasured up for us in Christ 
Jesus the Lord. His command is, " Be ye 
holy, for I am holy." He dem^.iid.^ Xk^ 



208 DARKNESS AND UGHT. 

surrender of our whole being that He may 
conform us to the image of His Son. Life 
without God is to be transformed into hfe 
in Christ, with Christ, and for Christ. The 
wanderer is to be found sitting at the feet 
of Jesus ; the rebellious heart hushed like 
the waves of Galilee beneath His power ; 
the demon-possessed heart purged of the 
tyrant spirit which held sway now to be 
the abode of the Spirit of holiness. He 
who dwelt in the midst of Israel in the 
pillar of cloud deigns to dwell in His 
people now. " 1 will dwell in them and 
walk in them/' Oh ! how would the peace 
of Israel have flowed like a river had they 
always hearkened to His voice ? God's 
" I will " would have poured in unchecked 
benediction upon them. "I would have 
filled thee with the finest of the wheat." 

The pilgrim journey revealed the heart 
of Israel as nothing else could. Life's 
varied experience reveals ours. We feel, 
we own, there are roots of bitterness to be 
eradicated ; a will N^laicih, igurged of wilful- 
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ness, must lose itself in His. Who cjan 
deal with the depths of the heart ? None 
but God. He proves us that He may 
purge us. He purges to purify us. 

When the Lord Jesus came to this earth, 
it was to destroy the works of the devil 
Redemption is complete, the restoration 
and regeneration of sinners is going on — 
the Lord still adds to the Church daily 
such as shall be saved. But all is not com- 
plete — ^nay, "the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now ; 
and not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit- — even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of the body.^' Yes, waiting — that is 
the attitude of the Christian Church, of 
every true believer. "For our conversa- 
tion is in heaven ; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body, according to the ^o\k\\i^ 
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whereby He is able even to sub^e ^ 
things unto Himself/' . 

'^ Cj^e )(arittm» i$i pautt, anH tbt tm 

noi» are ^t lig$t in t^t SorH t tnaOt 80 
cfifttren of lifi^V' 




"THE ROCK OF AGES." 



'' ^t Sl0rk 0f %%t^: 



^* Trust ye in the Lord for ever ; for in the LordJehovah is 
the Rock of Ages." — Isa. xxvi. 4. 




HE ages are rolling on like great 
sea billows, year after year, bear- 
to the unseen and eternal world 
their fi-eight of never-dying souls. Nothing 
that is seen and temporal stands the shock, 
the wear and tear of mighty Time. But 
these words speak of One who changeth 
not — of Him who is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. The chosen language 
and chosen similes of Scripture are selected 
and employed by the Divine Spirit on 
purpose to manifest the divine purposes 
and meet human wants. 

The Eock ! — There is a cleft Rock for 
thee, sinner. The awful thunders of God's 
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just judgment for sin broke on that Rock, 
and it was cleft for thee. Christ is that 
Bock. All the wavtes iiid bflterw^ vent 
over that Rock. The whole rtrength of 
the law was spent on that Rock, and it was 
cleft, but not destroyed ; nay, it abidetb a 
cleft Rock and hiding-place for sinners. 
Christ was bruised for thee. He is to-day 
a cleft Rock — a place of refuge for the 
guilty, the conscience-smitten, tfie iireUfj, 
the heavy laden. 

What is that Rock to thee ? Has He 
gone through all, suffered, agonized, died 
— was His visage marred more than any 
man's, His side pierced — and yet is He 
nothing to thee ? " Thou hast lightly 
esteemed the Rock of thy salvation f * 

Enough — to condemn thee for ever! 
" Light is come into the world ; but ihen 
loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil.'' 

Enough — to call down thy Creator's 
displeasure ! *^ Of the Rock that begat 
thee, thou art uxvmmASxxV' 
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Enough ! — Neglect no more, despise no 
liidrie ; let the time past suffice. It is well 
for thee that there is place for thee within 
the Bock, Christ. Still in mercy He stands 
a ready refuge for all who flee to Him. A 
little longer, and as a mighty Rock He 
shall descend to crush His enemies and 
despisers. 

Enough ! — No better refuge exists. Flee 
thee to yon riven side ; betake thee to the 
refiige, as a frightened dove before the 
Stormy wind and tempest. 

Years have passed away ; and, perhaps, 
when this has passed, so wilt thou ! — 
Whither? whither? "Enter into the 
Rock, and hide thee in the dust for fear 
of the Lord, and for the glory of His 
majesty." 

The Rock — sure foundation for sinking 
souls ! The past is dark as night to thee. 
Its memories bristle with fiery darts. Con- 
science stings thy writhing heart. Despair 
seizes thee. Down, down in the deep mire 
dost thou sink ! Each struggle for life q>wVj 
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sinks thee deeper. No sooner is tiiy foot 
planted on what seems secure than it yields, 
and deeper down than ever is thy weary 
fate. Sinking one, cry, " Lead me to the 
Rock that is higher than I." Then will 
thy cries become the song of praise : " I 
waited patiently for the Lord, and He in- 
clined unto me, and heard my cry. He 
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon 
a Rock.'' Hast thou laboured through the 
years that are past to build up a righteous- 
ness of thine own ? Will it stand the lapse 
of time and the approach of eternity? 
Never ! Is thy house upon the sand or the 
Rock 1 Eternity hangs upon the answer. 

" Behold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation, 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious comer- 
stone, a sure foundation, saith the Lord" 
Is that thine *? " Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Christ 
Jesus.'' 

Thine ! — Then sing aloud for joy, " God 
is my rock, the Hoct of my salvation." 
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"O my dove, that art in the clefts of 
the Rock/' Tis the voice of thy Beloved ! 
" My dove," safe — ^in the clefts. Yes ; 
hushed be thy fears, thy trembling heart be 
stilL Thou hast fled for refuge to the hope 
set before thee in the gospel Then He 
tenderly and powerfully assures thee of thy 
safety. First, thou art His. Each soul 
that hides in Christ is His. '' All that the 
Father giveth Me shall come to Me ; and 
him that cometh to me, I will in no wise 
cast out." 

my dove ! — thou mayest be weak, 
helpless, fearful as a dove, but that my may 
hush all thy fears. " He will not let the 
enemy exact upon thee." He saith of His 
sheep, "My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me, and I give 
unto them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of 
My hand. My Father which gave them 
Me is greater than all, and none is able to 
pluck them out of My Father^s hand. I 
and My Father are one." My ahee^ I — 
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My dove ! He means them all to have 
strong consolation. His words are true 
and stedfast, graven on the Rock of divine 
revelation. 

In the clefts — all around — above— ^be- 
neath^^lJie endnring Rock. ** Who is a 
Rock save our God?" *^ There is done 
holy as the Lord, neither is therfe any toA 
like our God." " He only is my Rock anfd 
my salvation : He is my defence, I shaft 
not be moved." " Their rock is not as dtir 
Rock, even our enemies themselves being 
judges." The Rock of Ages is not only a 
cleft but a smitten Rock ; not merely a 
place of refuge and security, but a source 
of life, joy, gladness. " He smote the rock 
that the waters gushed out, and the streams 
overflowed." 

Perishing Israel found new life in the 
streams of the desert rock. From the Ups 
of Him who is Himself the Rock of our 
salvation, we have the precious invitation, 
" Let him that is athirst come, and whoso- 
ever will, let liim taV^ 0? tJ\e water of life 
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freely/^ Come, then, drink, and live for 
ever. 

Believer, remember to keep near that 
perennial stream, that thou mayest have 
nothing to do but to stoop when thou art 
weary ; then, with thy Master, thou shalt 
lift up the head when thou dost drink of 
the brook by the way. From the smitten 
Rock of salvation there flows life, healing, 
strength, vigour, power. Come, then, all 
who need, be they saints or sinners : 

" Free to that sacred fonntain, all 
Without a price may go." 

Pilgrim, art thou weary with the heat 
and toil of thy journey ? That Eock of 
Agea can be thy shade. Hearken — **A 
man shall be a hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest ; as rivers of 
water in a dry place, as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land^' (Isa. xxxii. 2). 
Ample provision for the journey here ! 
" A hiding-place." Ah, when the enemy 
comes in like a flood, hide thee there, and 
his fiery darts — the doubts, the fe^x^, ^3ol<fe 
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subtle insinuations — will not hurt thee. 
*' A covert from the tempest." Protection 
from all weathers in this verse. Storm and 
tempest met by hiding-place and covert 
Drought and heat by Him who is as rivers 
of water and as the shadow of a great rocL 
All in the Man Christ Jesus. His right- 
eousness and powei* thy protection. His 
love and grace thy refreshing and life. 
Believer, it hath pleased the Father that 
in Him should all fulness dwell 

Time is passing fast away, and yet there 
is no change in Him. His love is true as 
that night when the blood-sweat fell from 
His brow, and He turned not away from 
the bitter cup our sins had brought to Him. 
"He is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever.'' He is the Rock. His work is 
perfect. 

Oh, make that Rock thy refuge ; enter 
and abide in Him, draw life-giving waters 
from Him, rest in Him, rejoice in Him! 
And oh, fellow-Christians, as we look 
abroad on the ^^^ mass of weary, sin- 
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stricken humanity, by their very sins, sor- 
rows, groans, griefs, crying, ** Lead me to 
the Rock !" even though the true Rock be 
unknown to them, shall we not awake to 
the worid's great need, and make hence- 
forward special effort for the world's evan- 
gelization ? Then, when sinners flock like 
doves to the clefts of the great Rock, its 
depths shall resound with the triumphant 
songs of deliverance ; for there is joy in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth. 
The world's great want can alone be met 
in Him who is the Rock of Ages. Its 
weary heart finds rest nowhere else. 

** Trust in the Lord for ever ; for in the 
Lord Jehovah is the Rock of Ages.'' 




"A THEEEFOLD STORY:" 

THE GLIMMER ; OB, ONLY A RAY. 

THE GLOAMING ; OR, LIGHT IN THE EVENING. 

THE GLORY; OR, UNTO THE PERFECT DAY. 



WORK. 



WORK 



Work, for the night is coming ; 

Work through the morning hours ; 
Work while the dew is sparkling ; 

Work 'mid springing flowers ; 
Work when the day grows brighter, 

Work in the glowing sun ; 
Work, for the night is coming, 

When man's work is done. 

Work, for the night is coming ; 

Work through the sunny noon ; 
Fill brightest hours with labour ; 

Rest comes sure and soon. 
Give every flying minute 

Something to keep in store ; 
Work, for the night is coming, 

When man works no more. 

Work, for the night is coming, 

Under the sunset skies ; 
While their bright tints are glowing, 

Work, for daylight flies. 
Work till the last beam fadeth, 

Fadeth to shine no more : 
Work while the night is darkening. 

When man's work is o'er. 




oxh. 



for I am with yoa, saitli the Lord of Hosts." 



|HE starting point for work for God 
is rest. Reconciliation with God, 
acceptance by (rod, must precede 
for God. 

ve you found rest? — the rest which 
from trust in Jesus, the repose of 
jart on the finished work of Christ ? 
you yielded to the divine invitation 
5rcy — of love and grace in the gospel 
is dear Son ? Has the rebellion of 
)ur heart surrendered to the over- 
ring goodness of God 1 Are you at 
with Him ? Are you living for 

e onJj true life for every one \^ \.o\i^ 
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living for God, yet how can this be where 
there is no peace with God ? He calls us 
not so much to work for Him, as with 
Him. There can be nothing of this till 
there be reconciliation ; till the heart's re- 
bellion is conquered, till the heart's aliena- 
tion is remoyed, till love has its own place, 
the will and affections won to God. Many 
work to attain rest. It but flees before 
them. God offers to sinners rest in re- 
conciliation, rest in the already finished 
work of His dear Son. He points you, 
with your weary, sin-burdened heart, to 
the Lamb slain for sinners. He says, ye 
are crucified with Him ; bids you reckon 
yourself dead in the person of the great 
Surety ; assures you that in Him, your 
Substitute, sin's dark penalty is paid, the 
law has exacted and has obtained its just 
satisfaction. He points you to the risen 
Saviour, and bids you have faith enough 
to own that in Him you are risen — ^to 
believe that it is your privilege to come 
forth from beneaXk \Xi^ ^'^^o^ ^f death, 
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of doubts, of fear, and assuming the new 
position and the new life He gives in Him 
who is our great Representative in life as 
well as death, to reckon yourself dead 
indeed unto sin, and alive unto God by 
Jesus Christ On all who are thus dead 
and risen with Christ, who are alive unto 
Crod, having been born again, there rests 
a solemn responsibility — to live for Christ, 
or, in other words, to be His representa- 
tives on earth. 

The children of Israel had been bond- 
men in Egypt, had been led forth thence 
beneath the blood of the slain Iamb, 
through the cleft waters of the Eed Sea 
into the wilderness, when God called them 
to begin a great work for Him. By the 
mouth of His servant Moses, He told 
them to build for Him a tabernacle that 
He, "the Lord God, might dwell among 
them.^* Consider the honour to which all 
were then called, even that of individually 
taking part in the rearing of that house 
which was to be a type of t\ie mot^ ^Qt\r 
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ous and living temple, of which redeemed 
and saved men should be the living stones 
and the strong pillars. 

The call to service went forth to idl 
Israel ; the whole people were to hear it ; 
but only the willing-hearted were expected 
or invited to come, to give, to work. The 
honour was open to all, but on themselves 
would depend their actual participation in 
the great work. Moses spake unto all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, say- 
ing — " This is the thing which the Lord 
commanded, saying : * Take ye from among 
you an offering unto the Lord ; whosoever 
is of a willing heart let him bring it / * and 
every wise-hearted among you shall come 
and make all that the Lord hath com- 
manded/^' Here was an opportunity for 
the employment of every talent, of every 
variety of possession, of all manner of skill. 
One common sentiment was required in all 
alike —willing-heartedness. God loveth a 
cheerful giver. " Without faith it is im- 
possible to please Cio^!' ^Vi^x^ faith is 
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not in existence there can be no willing- 
ness. Where there is true faith in the 
liord, there wiU be spontaneous service 
and willing offering. The invitation once 
issued, a marvellous response followed. 
" Thej came every one whose heart stirred 
him up, and every one whose spirit made 
him willing, and they brought the Lord's 
offering to the work of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and for all His service, 
and for the holy garments, and they came, 
both men and women, as many as were 
willing-hearted.** It must have been a beau- 
tiful sight. That whole people, moved as 
with one spirit, animated with the desire 
of serving the Lord, coming forward and 
offering wiUingly until there was more than 
enough. Truly, a willing people in the day 
of His power. 

Li God's service there is work for the 
noblest intellects, the most skilled of work- 
ers, the most earnest and energetic : plenty 
of scope in the great harvest field for all 
talents, for every variety of g^St, fet \fik«^ 
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unbounded activity, for the utmost self-de- 
nial, for heroic suffering, for long patience. 
God calls the willing-hearted to His work. 
Are you one of them ? Is your heart now 
in thorough harmony with God ? After 
many wanderings, has it turned to its right 
resting-place at last ? If not, let me be- 
seech you to be reconciled to God. His 
grace is surely enough to change you from 
a rebel into a loyal, devoted, and attached 
servant, that, recognising yourself to be 
redeemed with no less a price than the 
precious blood of Christ, you should liie 
no longer to yourself, but to Him who died 
to redeem you to Himself. 

At a later period in the history of the 
children of Israel, we find them overpowered 
by difficulties ; and, after a feeble effort to 
rebuild the ruined temple of God, yielding 
to temptation, falling into apathy, despair, 
and indifference. " The time is not come, 
the time that the Lord^s house should be 
built,*' they murmured, and sank back into 
/?/otIifulness and \\Vmg iox ^^\£. But God 
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called them to repentance in His great 
mercy by chastisement and by word. He 
who alone can prosper the work of our 
hands, and give material prosperity to na- 
tions or indiyiduals, withheld His blessing. 
Man and beast lacked ; their labour tended 
to poverty. He would teach them that it 
is He who gives and He who withholds. 
It is easy for men to attribute success in 
early pursuits solely to human skill and 
enterprise ; but by His dealings with them 
and us, God reminds us that in everything 
we are dependent upon Him. God will 
not suffer His children to live unto them- 
selves. They are too precious for that. 
They are " the salt of the earth, and if the 
salt have lost its savour, wherewith shall it 
be salted ?'^ " Consider your ways,^^ God 
said to Israel ; " go up to the mountain 
and bring wood and build the house, and 
I will take pleasure in it, and I will be 
glorified, saith the Lord.*^ Then the 
people and their leaders awoke from their 
slumber. It is said " tbe peo^\^ ^\^ ^'^'ax^ 
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before the Lord." Sin brings shame. Ne- 
glected duty is sin. We dwell on acts of 
sin, but forget sins of omission; jet as 
short life, with all its opportunities of 
serving God, fleets by, we let too many 
pass unused. *' Consider ytmr ways." It 
may be fear will come upon you ; the 
consciousness of neglected duty may cause 
you to tremble ; memory may startle you 
with the remembrance of precious occasions 
when you might have done good, but did 
it not. Perhaps you are discouraged, so 
discouraged that you have grown weary in 
well-doing. It is true, that as you hare 
neglected the Lord and His work, so He 
might have forsaken you, saying, **Let 
him alone, Ephraim is joined unto idols ;" 
"but God's ways are not as our ways, 
neither His thoughts as our thoughts." 
See God's dealing with Israel. He sent 
His servant, saying, " Work, for I am with 
you, saith the Lord of Hosts : according to 
the word that I covenanted with you when 
ye came out of Egypt, ^o m^ ^^mtremaineth 
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among you : fear ye not." God forsaketh 
not His own. He is a covenant-keeping 
God. Man is the creature of impulse : 
God's purpose of grace standeth sure. 
With Him is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. If Israel could ever 
have had a claim to H is favour, they had 
forfeited it over and over again. But 
though they rebelled against Him, God 
would not leave them, or let them leave 
Him* He corrected them, and when they 
were in the dust, raised them up and com- 
forted them. Probably they were never so 
fit to arise and work as when they were 
in the dust. If we would be workers for 
God, we must expect God to make us the 
kind of workers He would have us to be. 
He gives to every man his work, and He 
fits every man for that special work. He 
brought Israel low in humiliation and shame 
for their sinfulness, their unprofitableness, 
and made them feel themselves to be 
worms : then He said, " Be strong, and 
work, for I am with you." M* ^ix^N5we^ 
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time He spoke to them bj His prophet 
Isaiah : " Thou, Israel, art My seryant ; 
Jacob, whom T have chosen ; the seed of 
Abraham, My friend Thou art My ser- 
vant ; I have chosen thee, and not cast 
thee away : fear thou not, for I am with 
thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy God 
I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of My righteousness. Behold, 
I will make thee a new sharp thrashing 
instrument having teeth : thou shalt thrash 
the mountains, and beat them small" 

See how God cheers His workers. You 
may deem yourself worthy of being cast 
away as a useless and broken reed that 
can give forth no music ; but He says, " I 
have not cast thee away ;" " My Spirit 
remaineth among you." (Isaiah xli.) He 
pledges Himself to restore and be the 
strength of your fainting heart. Fall back 
on the '* I am's " and the " I will's " of 
God. 

What words oi e\iC.o\a^^<5a\fc\& &r all 
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God's workers. You are weak, you feel 
it, you groan under it, you nearly despair 
under it : God shows you an unfailing 
source of strength. Self-emptied, you will 
be ready to live on God, a dependant on 
His strength. Human resources, human 
power, fail in God's work : none but divine 
power avails here. We must be ready to 
be nothing, that the Lord alone may be 
exalted in us and by us. Without Me, or 
severed from Me, says Jesus, you can do 
nothing — absolutely nothing. God says, 
** Be strong, for I am with you '' — on your 
side, at your side ; yea, more, among you. 
That " I am with you '' is enough for all 
times and all wants. Christian, it is this 
that you want, it is this that you have. 
None but God's friends can rejoice in it ; 
you can. 

Whenever God encourages His people 
for His work, it is with the assurance that 
He is vrith them. As you toil in the 
Master's service, remember that "I am 
with you/' and in His aclmoN^YedL^^i^ Y^^- 
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sence you will find new strength. Yoq 
have often rejoiced in the conscroufiness of 
His presence ; then you felt sti?ong ; bat 
learn to lean when you cannot feeL Thait 
arm is not far beneath you. You walk in 
your own strength, and grow weary ; lean 
in your weakness, and you will find Hb 
word is true : He is with you. His pre- 
mise is — " They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall 
run, and not be weary ; and they shall 
walk, and not faint.'' 

One day, Jesus, Immanuel God with us, 
stood on earth beside the well of Sychar, 
wearied in the great work He was pur- 
suing with that zeal for God and for lost 
souls which consumed Him. Around Him 
were His disciples ; before them stretched 
the plains of Samaria, green with the ver- 
dure of growing corn. Four months must 
elapse before the arrival of the harvest, yet 
the husbandman would be anticipating that 
day with anxious desiie. OKraX» fluted 
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them from those green fields to one which 
was white already unto the harvest — the 
field of the world, burdened with precious 
souls. There the reaper receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal, that 
both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together. Theirs was the pri- 
yUege of reaping the first fruits; others 
fiDllowedthem, and reaped in the heat of 
the day. It may be the eventide is come, 
and that we are called to speed on, for the 
shadows of night are falling. " The night 
Cometh when no man can worf 

Christ, our great example, worked, and 
longed for others to work. When His eye 
beheld the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion towards them. Think of that 
word — moved. The eye kindling the heart. 
We want that spirit, that very mind of 
Christ, to make us true workers. Look 
at Jesus, our Master, and our example. 
There was a work He had undertaken, in 
which He must stand alone, where none 
could follow Him — the work oi ^\«^^- 
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ment ; but in His life of holy devotion 
to the will of God and good of men, He 
calls us to follow Him. He worked, be- 
cause He loved. When He beheld the 
multitudes, He was moved with compas- 
sion towards them, and, j earning to see 
the great harvest field overtaken, he longed 
for more labourers. To the little band of 
chosen fellow-workers. He said : " Pray 
ye the Lord of the harvest that He send 
forth labourers into His harvest.'^ That 
field is not finished yet. The garners of 
heaven are not yet full : yet there is room. 
He calls for us ; He calls to us. What 
answer ? 

At our very side — ^in privileged Chris- 
tendom, perishing souls — in the far-off 
fields of other lands, millions in darkness. 
"There is no difierence between the Jew 
and the Greek ; for the same Lord over 
all is rich unto all that call upon Him. 
For whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. How, then, shall 
they call on H.m m ^Vom \k^^ have not 
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beliered 1 and how shall they believe in 
Him of whom thej have not heard 1 and 
how shall they hear without a preacher T' 

Christ calls for living witnesses. He 
bids us cry for labourers. Where are 
they? Thank God, the prayers which 
hare ascended have been heard, and many 
a noble witness has gone forth ; but more 
are wanting. Not one Christian man or 
woman can be spared from the ranks till 
God call them home. 

It was Christ^s last wish ; it was His 
parting charge, " Go ye and teach " (lite- 
rally, make disciples of all nations). What 
is that but win — enlist men? Note the 
expression and its full meaning. It in- 
cludes all methods and ways of work. Let 
there be all possible variety. Only as those 
who are the friends of Jesus seek to win 
others to Him. 

You will never go unaccompanied. At 
the side of every worker is his Master. Yea, 
more ; He will dwell in you by His Spirit, 
and make jou full of power fot Hla& ^qt^. 
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Think of the perishing, and your heart 
will melt. Ye who know the love of Jesus, 
je who are safe in His keeping, care for 
the poor lost ones. 

Beneath the walls of Samaria there 
crouched four poor lepers. The city was 
no home for them ; theirs were the forlorn 
hovels where such poor outcasts dwell; 
yet had they been sustained by the crumbs 
that fell to their lot. Now famine reigned 
within. Labour could not earn bread, 
wealth could not buy it, rich and poor 
were alike in want, for there was none. 
No resource was in the city for these poor 
creatures. To stay was to die, so in their 
despair they went to the camp of the 
Assyrians to find forsaken tents and abund- 
ance of provision. There they feasted, 
and there they might have revelled long 
enough untouched, but when their eyes 
looked to the city their hearts smote them. 
" We do not well ; this is a day of glad 
tidings.'^ And are not we to blame if we 
spread not far and mdia ^^i^ ^^d tidings 
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of th6 great salvation which is unto all 
men ; if we do not exert ourselves to com- 
mnnicate the bread of life to the famishing 
in sonl ; if we do not diffuse that truth 
which frees the captive, that light which 
scatters the darkness ? 

There is such variety in the way of 
spreading the Gospel that none need be 
at a loss as to work ; only let us have the 
aim continually before us, and the way 
will be made clear. "Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do T was Paul's first 
prayer, and it was not long ere he learnt 
the Lord's will. Just as the Israelites 
brought their various gifts and special 
talents to the work of the Lord's house, 
let us do in the building of the spiritual 
house. 

Let each Christian work in his earthly 
calling, that he may have the more to give, 
and with the great object ever before him. 
It will sanctify and sweeten earthly labour, 
whether of the brain or the hand. Let 
each seek grs^ce and power to de^roX*^ ^^^ 
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and all of the talents God has given him, 
eyer striving to persuade men. With 
Jesus always with us, our labour will be 
blessed, and when He comes to gather the 
fruit of many labours the Master and the 
servant will rejoice together. 

" Work, for I am with you." Be this 
our watchword for 1876. It is the Lord's 
own promise. " Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.'' Work 
as one who has Him to lean on, as in 
His presence, as knowing that He is 
with you to notice and supply your need 
at the very moment you need help most. 
Work as one who is on the Lord's side, 
and who has the Lord on your side- 
courageously. Go forth in the midst of 
difficulty to the work He gives you, in 
the calm, deep persuasion that He will 
not fail nor forsake you. Work — the 
need is great. Work — the opportunity 
is passing. Work — for eternity is near. 
Work — for God is with you. *'Be 
strong — yea, \)e stacoxi^- ^^ ^t^ons; in 
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the Lord, and in the power of His 
might" 

** WSiotk, for S am Wtt^ ]?i)a, suiitt^ tbt 
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ONE MORE DAY'S WORK. 



One more day^s work for Jesus, 
One less of earth for me ! 
But heaven is nearer, and Christ is dearer, 

Than yesterday to me : 
His love and light fill all my soul to-night. 

One more day's work for Jesus, 
One more day's work for Jesus, 
One more day's work for Jesus, 
One less of earth for me. 

One more day's work for Jesus ; 

How glorious is my King ! 
'Tis joy, not duty, to speak His beauty ; 

My soul mounts on the wing 
At the mere thought how Christ my life has bought 

One more day's work for Jesus ; 

How sweet the work has been, 
To tell the story, to show the glory, 

When Christ's flock enter in ! 
How it did shine in this poor heart of mine ! 

One more day's work for Jesus — 

Oh, yes, a weary day ; 
But heaven shines clearer, and rest comes nearer, 

At each step of the way ; 
And Christ in all ! Before His face I fall ! 
Oh, blessed work for Jesus ! 

Oh, rest at Jesus' feet ! 
There toil seems pleasure, my wants are treasure, 

And pain for Him is sweet. 
Lord, if I may, TYL aerv^ wao'Cafiit ^i. 
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CALL from the throne above has 
gone forth to all men. It is 
earnest, gracious, loving. It is 
to the faint and thirsty, perishing for lack 
of water. It is to the poor, the needy ; 
those who have no money. It is to the 
rich, who spend their money without last- 
ing satisfaction ; to the toiling, who labour 
with inadequate return. " Ho ! every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money, come ye, buy and 
eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. Wherefore do 
ye spend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which 
satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto 
Me, and eat ye that which ia gc>o^» ^\\^\b\» 
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your soul delight itself in fatness. Indiiie 
your ear and come unto Me ; hear, and 
your soul shall live ; and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, even the 
sure mercies of David.'^ It is old, yet 
ever new. For ages men have heard it. 
Multitudes have listened to it, but turned 
away, refusing to believe the report. Mul- 
titudes have heard, have turned to the 
Divine Speaker, and found everlasting 
life. Each century, as it has rolled away, 
and each year of each century, have yielded 
up their record of the manner in which the 
divine appeal has been listened to by men. 
Still the voice cries in our ears, for the 
decisive day has not yet come when that 
call shall be heard no more, but the books 
be opened, and the record completed for 
ever. 

The words are not only expressive of 
marvellous concern for our welfare, nor 
merely fervent appeal to turn unto Himself 
and live, but they are full and clear. His 
offer is not vague oi -vme.ex^i'dw. He oflFers 



« cf-TTTSXi -^r^^r^^^c '^ 



SURE MERCIES. 249 



definite mercies — the mercies He, the All- 
wise One, knows we, as sinners, stand in 
need o£ There is life ofiered to the dead 
in souL " Hear and your soul shall live/^ 
" I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, even the sure mercies of David.^^ 

We are at once compelled to realise 
that God approaches us with a purpose — 
with, humanly speaking, a heart and mind 
bent on doing us good. With man mercy 
ifl often only an impulse, and more or less 
dependant on the object of pity or affect- 
ing circtmistances. But here we find love 
flowing from the Great Source of love — 
mercy coming before us clothed with jus- 
tice. All is ordered and pre-arranged* 
God has measured the full extent of our 
guilt, of our helplessness, of our poverty, 
of our rebellion, of our sinfulness, of our 
idienation. He offers to enter into an 
everlasting covenant with us. 

There is in this exactly what each one 
needs — certainty. On our part what hopes 
and fears enter into conflict m\k ^'^'^Jol 
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other, what vague uncertainty casts its 
shadow on the heart, what shifting sands 
yield alternate repose and restlessness. 
The very terms, " an everlasting covenant,'' 
" sure mercies,'' have a tranquilising eflFect 
on the mind. But this is not enough ; too 
often it is thought to be so. To hear of a 
covenant is not to be in it ; to hear of sure 
mercies is not to have them, though they 
may be very near. 

To comprehend the expression " the sme 
mercies of David," let us listen to Paul 
preaching at Antioch, when he reminded 
his hearers of the grace of God in their 
deliverance from Egypt, then led them 
onwards in their national history to David, 
their most honoured king, to whom Grod 
had spoken in words of marvellous promise 
regarding His throne and its lasting endur- 
ance. But though God did great things 
for David the king, it was evident that 
these did not exhaust or fulfil God's great 
promise. " Of this man's seed hath Grod, 
according to pTom\^^, m^^^ \yafaci Israel a 
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Sayiour, Jesus/' Glorious words, brief 
epitome of all we need — the sure mercies 
of David — a Saviour, Jesus. 

While narrating the events connected 
with our Lord's coming, he cannot contain 
himself from appealing to their hearts. 
" Men and brethren, children of the stock 
of Abraham, and whosoever among you 
feareth God, to you is the word of this 
salvation sent.'' 

Then, detailing the manner of the Lord's 
death and burial, he leads them on to the 
crowning truth of the gospel — the resurrec- 
tion. "God raised Him from the dead, 
and He was seen many days of them which 
came up with Him from Galilee to Jeru- 
salem, who are His witnesses unto the 
people. And we declare unto you glad 
tidings, how that the promise which was 
made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled 
the same unto us their childi*en, in that 
He hath raised up Jesus again. As it is 
also written in the second psalm — Thou 
art my Son, this day have I \>egy>\X»^\iTcL^^' 



-i-i 



« iM-rr^tT. •mr^i-r^^.rr^r^ » 



252 ''SX7RE MERCIES. 

And as concerning that He raised Him up 
from the dead, now no more to return to 
con'uption. He said on this wise, " I will 
give you the sure mercies of David.'' 
Death both seals and breaks. The death 
of a testator renders effectual his testament 
A survivor who dies ceases to have any 
benefit. The Lord Jesus; our represen- 
tative, died that the covenant of mercy 
might justly become ours — the full penalty 
paid, the grand requisite secured. But, 
better still. He lives, our covenant head 
and representative. Death hath no more 
dominion over Him, and in Him the 
covenant is everlastingly secure to all who 
believe on Him. Because He lives, we 
shall live also. " Whosoever believe th on 
Me hath everlasting life/' Our death as 
condemned sinners could never have satis- 
fied divine justice ; hence, unpardoned sin- 
ners must for ever endure hell's torments. 
The death of the spotless One — our sub- 
stitute, who in our nature lived a life of 
entire obedience — ^^locvrc^^lot ^^\sa take 
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to tbemselyes, in faith, the offered mercies, 
the whole of that covenant engagement of 
pardon, reconciliation, and restoration. The 
resurrection of that glorious One proclaims 
to ns that life eternal is secure to us in 
Him. Justice yields life back to Him, and 
through Him to all who become one with 
Him. The great destroyer, who robbed us 
of our life at first, could reach us, but 
cannot reach Him. The mercies of the 
corenant are made sure indeed. None 
other than the God-man, Christ Jesus, is 
our surety. Paul leads us from royal 
David to David's royal Son ; from the 
cruel cross, and the cold, dark tomb, to 
the throne on high, where sitteth One like 
unto the Son of man. 

He died for our sins, and rose again 
for our justification. He came forth from 
the grave a surety who had fulfilled His 
suretyship. Had He not died, no covenant 
blessings had been offered you, for none 
had been purchased : no pardon for you 
had been written there, had H.^ tvqX. \^^ 
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down His life a ransom for sinners. Look 
at the divine seal at the foot of the 
covenant — "The Lord is risen." The 
covenant is complete — complete as love 
could design it and justice approve it. It 
is offered to you in all its fulness and in 
all its freeness. Stagger not at its great- 
nessy but accept it at once. 

"Everlasting." When God put that 
word in the covenant He did it with an 
object. Oh ! what a gracious one. How 
well He knows the weakness of His people's 
faith, the strength of their corruptions, and 
the subtle cruelty of Satan. The sinner 
that has taken refuge in the covenant is the 
object of Satan's persecution. To disturb, 
distress, hinder, is his constant device. 
His methods differ — his aim is the same. 
No need of describing the manner of his 
temptations ; the fact is known to all true 
believers, and is just one of the realities 
of that spiritual life which is a hidden 
mystery to the world. An everlasting 
covenant meets a\\. \^ ^ovs^ V^axe in faith 
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entered that blessed ark, jou may look 
forth on the great deeps around you, and 
rest in Him amidst all. You may hear 
the enem/s assault all around, and abide 
in peace. You may be assaulted suddenly, 
and surprised by a shower of bitter thoughts, 
and be engaged in conflict with a great host 
of strong temptations ; but the everlasting 
covenant is a sure defence, a trusty shield, 
a perfect covering. 

In that covenant there are blessings we 
fain would shrink from, and yet they are 
true blessings. These are covenant chastise- 
ments, mercies in the form of correction, 
to keep us for ever from utterly departing 
from the Lord. 

What light the 89th psalm throws upon 
the dark times ; what comprehensive views 
it gives of trial. In them we see the hand 
of the faithful God, who will not turn from 
His covenant, nor suffer His people to turn 
from theirs. " I will circumcise their heart, 
that they shall not depsfft from Me." That 
sweet psalm is full of that " lo\e \5\i\v:iv Sss 
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strong as death ; of that jealousy which is 
cruel as the grave, whereof the coals are 
coals of fire, which hath a most rehement 
flame/' " My mercy will I keep for him 
for eyermore, and My coyenant shall stand 
fast with him/' *^ K his children forsake 
My law and walk not in My judgments ; 
if they break My statutes and keep not 
My commandments, then will I visit their 
transgression with the rod and their iniquity 
with stripes. Nevertheless, My loving- 
kindness will I not utterly take from him,' 
nor suffer My faithfulness to fail My 
covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
thing which is gone out of My lips/' 

What a revelation of constancy ! He 
will not turn from His love, or suffer us to 
turn away from Him. 

Our afflictions and trials come from the 
hand of a covenant God. They are some of 
the cords — they may feel hard — by which 
He binds His too erring children to Him- 
self. They are the briars and the thorns 
by which tA\e Goo3l ^^as^V'std hedges up 
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the vay between His precious sheep and 
danger. The covenant grasp is strong : it 
may at times seem to His people tight; 
but oh ! blessed be the hand that holds 
us with such tenacity. *^ None can pluck 
them out of My Father's hand,'' saith 
Jesus of His sheep. Oh ! what love, what 
power, what faithfulness are implied in 
these words. And, as if this were not 
enough for their comfort, and just because 
He knows how His children are tempted, 
^* He, willing more abundantly to show 
unto the heirs of promise the immutability 
of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 
that by two immutable things in which 
it was impossible for God to lie, we might 
hare strong consolation, who haye fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 



us.'' 



What a marvel that He should deign to 
enter into an everlasting covenant with 
such sinful, changeable creatures as we are. 
Yes, and He desires us to be fully per- 
suaded of the faithfulness of Hi& ^tl^^^j^- 
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ment with all who have concluded with His 
terms, and become one with the Lord Jesaa 
When your poor heart faints, conscious of 
its own evil ; when, in the hour of weak- 
ness, Satan harasses jou ; or when, wearj 
with jour sad backslidings, conscience up- 
braids, and the enemy counsels you to giva 
up, ah ! then remember that He bath 
entered into an everlasting covenant with 
you. To the disconsolate He saith — " The 
mountaius shall depart and the hills be 
removed, but My kindness shall not depart 
from thee, nor the covenant of My peace 
be removed." To the backslider He saith 
— " Turo, backsliding children, for I am 
married unto you." '* Return, ye back- 
sliding children, and I will heal your 
backslidings." 

The covenant is everlasting, the mercies 
are sure. 

Security is everything. In the concerns 
of time men often find out, bv their bitter 
experience, what risk means. But who 
can describe w\\a\. Vx. \^ \»^ mt the concerns 
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of eternity ? Yet how many are practi- 
cally doing this ? They hope for the best ; 
that all will come right at last. Theirs is 
a baseless expectation. It is not the sure 
and certain hope of the believer, which is 
fixed within the yeil as an anchor to hold 
him fast in eyery storm and tempest 

Perhaps you would like to change risk 
for security. Possibly your heart is weary 
with the dark shadow of an uncertain future. 
God ofiers you that in which your soul may 
have rest When He comes forward and 
ofiers to enter into an everlasting covenant 
with you, it is at once evident that on His 
side, at any rate, nothing is left undone to 
dispel your uncertainty and disquiet A 
oorenant is that by which security is pro- 
vided and expressed. He means you to 
avail yourself of it You, in all your need 
and want, in all your doubt and perplexity, 
have right to appropriate all the sure 
mercies contained in it Set to your seal 
that God is true. Accept Christ in all 
Hie fulness as the very embo^m^\i\» ^^ 
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those mercies — to become His, not as a 
slave, but as a friend, even as a bride. 
While He offers to enter into covenant en- 
gagement to be yours in His own glorious 
perfection — to be all things to you, "wis- 
dom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption" — He offers not the heavy 
yoke of the law, but the blessed fellowship 
of the gospel. He demands submission to 
its gracious provisions — willingness to be 
blessed, not to be burdened. He offers to 
endow you, a ruined soul, with His riches ; 
to clothe you, a naked sinner, with the 
garments of salvation ; to adorn you as a 
bride with the robe of His righteousness. 
Throw open, then, your poor, dark heart 
to the healing, peace-speaking light of the 
gospel ; then experience will corroborate 
faith, and you will gladly say, " God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ Jesus." 
Once we \iave \»^k^\i \a^ wa^V^^a God's 
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free gift of a place within that covenant^ 
what may we not expect from Him ? 
Mercies of every description are sure to us. 
"He that spared not His own Son, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us 
all things.^' Each day, as it comes with its 
daily wants, comes with its sure mercies 
attached to it. We cannot foresee our 
wants ; but He does, and therefore He 
encourages us to live in perpetual depend- 
ance upon Him for eyerything. Is it 
spiritual strength 1 " As thy day, so shall 
Uiy strength be.** Is it earthly want ? 
" Thy bread and thy water shall be sure.** 
" The young lions do lack and suffer hunger, 
but they that fear the Lord shall not want 
any good thing." 

There are times which may aptly be 
termed sifting times, when eyerything un- 
dergoes trial and testing. How many 
failures occur then 1 How many fondly- 
cherished treasures proye bubbles ! How 
many men prove faithless 1 How many 
props give way and pierce t\ie \v««A ^^ 
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leans on them ! They turn out to be any- 
thing but sure. But, common as this is, 
you never heard of one, who ever really 
turned to the Lord, entered into His 
covenant, and abode in its privileges, who 
had to own he was disappointed. No, all 
who really cleave to Him find that His 
mercies are sure. No moth nor rust can 
touch them. Time hath no power to waste 
them away. A little while and aU eartUy 
things may be fading from our sight, and 
our feet standing on the brink of that river 
which all must cross till Jesus come. 
What shall we need, then, if not the sure 
mercies ? Those which David anticipated 
when he sang, " Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death I will 
fear no evil, for Thou art with me.'^ He 
expected in that hour the chiefest blessing 
of the covenant, even the presence of His 
covenant Lord and Saviour. Believer, 
when the flesh and heart do faint and fail, 
when the thought of death comes darkly to 
jour mind, wlieu S)a\axi Xm^s. to fill you 
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with gloom, then remember the word of 
the great Covenant-Keq)er — *' When thou 
passest through the waters I will be with 
thee, and through the riyers they shall not 
overflow thee/' For the sake of His poor, 
timid ones, in pity for our natural skdnk- 
ing from death, om great Coyenant Head 
entered into conflict with and overcame 
and despofled of his sting our dart enemy. 
^ Forasmuch as the children are partakers 
oif flesh and blood. He Himself likewise 
took part of the same, that through death 
He might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil, and deliver 
them who, through fear of death, were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage.** Per- 
haps the thought of death is intensely 
pahiful to you. You think only of the 
dajrk valley, and it clouds over the happy 
home beyond. The Gracious One, who 
considers all His people's wants, despises 
them not, has taken all this into account, 
and He engages to deliver you from the 
fear of death, that your spmt \i^ \i^\»V^^ 
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in bondage by it, bnt that, like Paul, you 
may triumph over it. " Oh, death ! where 
is thy sting 1 oh, grave ! where is thy 
victory ?" Ah ! believer, that head hung 
heavy on the cross in weakness and death 
—drinking the very dregs of the dark cup 
for us. There is a covenant cup now, full, 
but not with wrath, as when He held 
it. It is full of sure mercies for life, 
for death, for etemitj^ Take it, drink 
of it constantly ; drink of it when weak 
to be made strong, when strong to be 
kept so. 

The sure mercies of David ! Was not 
this practically the burden of the angel's 
song when the babe, Christ, was bom at 
Bethlehem ? The promises were fulfilled : 
it was for that moment his high privilege 
to declare the glad tidings. Thenceforward 
men were to be God's angel messengers, 
proclaiming everywhere His sure mercies. 

Angels He calls ye ; 

Be yonr strife 
To U^e on ft«xtli 
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You who, by grace, have been taken into 
covenant with the Lord have the unspeak-* 
able privilege and immense responsibility 
of bearing testimony to His grace and 
goodness. Looking around, you see mul- 
titudes in mournful darkness, living in 
ignorance of God, dying without a hope 
beyond the grave. Were there no certain 
remedy, had you to go to men with an 
uncertain message, how heartless you might 
be. But the mercies you are to tell of are 
sure mercies, and you can go with confi- 
dence to perishing souls, and bid them 
believe and live. Only realise anew how 
sure these mercies are, and you will have 
faith in speaking the word, knowing it is 
the Word of Him who cannot lie, and 
who freely oflfers to all the full benefits of 
the covenant of grace. 

Surely our faith must be weak, our 
hearts shamefuUy indifi'erent, when we, 
professing to be in the privileged position 
of the covenant, care so little for the souls 
of others. Is it true that l\iet^ ^\^ ^^sxfc 
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mercies for sinners ? Then, O Iiord, 
awaken these hearts of ours to tiie tre- 
mendous responsibility, and stir us np to 
spread far and near the glad tidings. 
Why should there be so many dark, de- 
solate hearts in the world 1 — in our own 
neighbourhood, in the far-away regions of 
the earth ? The gospel is the healing bahn 
for all the sores of this sin-plagued world. 
Where are the messengers to go and tell 
of its sure mercies ? Lord, thrust forth 
labourers into the harvest fields, white 
already unto the harvest. 

There are multitudes famishing for lack 
of the bread of life. Africa's tribes are 
known to us now as they never were 
before. Oh! to tell them of the divine 
offer. Of China's millions only a very 
small number have heard the glad tidings. 
O'er all the earth there are multitudes who 
know them not. Let us ask to be brought 
into harmony of spirit, as well as covenant 
union, with the Lord Jesus, that as He 
jrearns over the lost, ^o \aa:^ ^^* As He 
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puts US in charge with the gospel, so we 
may be burdened with the hallowed re- 
sponsibility. The whole Church of Christ 
needs to awake to the truth that the 
mission work is its chief work. 

Pressing as are the needs of our home 
population, what are they compared with 
those of heathen lands ? The first are 
within our reach, and if only all the 
Christians, who are prevented from going 
abroad, sought to win their neighbours to 
the covenant Saviour, there would be more 
to spare for the work abroad. The cry is 
still for missionaries ! They are wanted of 
all sorts and conditions of life, of various 
gifts, with one great essential — the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 

He who, in His marvellous condescen- 
sion, has entered into covenant with His 
people, has engaged to hear their prayers. 
A day 6f special prayer for missions has 
been observed, and it will not be in vain. 
Let it be ours to expect and seek, as God's 
people, a fresh, fuller spirit o^ ^^\ss^^)i5a:^ 
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with that world-wide cry — *' Ho I every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.'' 

** Let the beauty of the Lord our Grod 
be upon us, that Thy way may be known 
upon earth, Thy saving health among all 
nations/' 

The sure mercies of David are ours in 
covenant. Let them be ours in faith, and 
let them be the joy of the whole earth. 

Oh, hallowed covenant! by which He 
makes Himself ours, and we plight our- 
selves to Him. Remember that He forgets 
not its responsibility, that He neglects not 
all He has charged Himself with on our 
behalf. Remember the sacred tie which 
also binds us to live no longer as our own, 
but as those who are bought with a price, 
with whom He has made 
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" THE LORD IS MINDFUL OF HIS OWN." 



God doth not leave His own ; 
The night of weeping for a time may last, 

Then, tears all past, 
His going forth shall as the morning shine, 
The snnrise of His favour shall be thine : 

Qod doth not leave His own. 

Qod doth not leave His own ; 
Though few and evil all their days appear, 

Though grief and fear 
Oome in the train of earth and hell's dark crowd. 
The trusting heart says, even in the cloud, 

God doth not leave His own. 

Qod doth not leave His own ; 
This sorrow in their life He doth permit. 

Tea, chooseth it, 
To speed His children on their heavenward way. 
He guides the winds. — ^Faith, hope, and love all say, 

God doth not leave His own. 
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I KNOW." 



" I lirofa." 




KNOW/' Two words which may 
serve to help us on our pilgrim 
way, and come to our memory 
in some time of need in the year on which 
we are entering. It is an untried way to 
us, and we know not what it may bring. 
These words will fill the believing heart 
with rest, and shed light abroad within the 
vessel, even if they do not cast a gleam 
across the stormy waves of life. 

They lead us up to God, because they 
come down from Him. They are God's 
words, therefore precious. As spoken by 
a sympathising fellow man, they have their 
degree of comfort ; but as coming from 
Him, they are fraught with meaning. 

There are several occasioixa on^VivJcL^^^ 
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uses them. The children of Israel were in 
sore bondage in Egypt. Their masters 
oppressed them, and they groaned in very 
anguish. Night and day the wail of Israel 
rose up to heaven. They were a chosen 
seed, but seem to have been sunk in un- 
belief and ignorance of the living and true 
God. Their cry was the natural expfes- 
sion of their misery rather than the 07 of 
children appealing for a parent's succour. 

Nevertheless, God says of them, "I 
know their sorrows.'' Even now the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth together in 
pain. This world, bright as it is, as God's 
creation, is covered with the great anoma- 
lies of pain, of sickness, of sorrow, misery, 
and death. What untold groans and 
griefs abound. Many cry, but not to God. 
What light exists for such, for all, in these 
words, " I know." The misery and afl 
that causes it ; the immediate cause that 
inflicts, and the remote cause for which it 
18 permitted to come, are alike known to 
Him. 
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Israel's trouble was part of the great 
adieme by which they were to be preserved 
and separated an holy people unto God 
Sin produces misery* Its fruits are found 
everywhere — in every heart, in every con- 
science, in every life. It is the secret source 
of all. This, too, God knows. Eegarding 
Israel, He said, "I know their sorrows, 
and I am come down to deliver them/^ 
We have only to look on to the New 
Testament, and read the familiar passage, 
**God so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son/' to be reminded 
tliat ** God knows " our sorrows ; yes, and 
our sins too, and that in the person of 
Jesus — ^Emmanuel, God with us — He hath 
come down to deliver. It is startling to a 
careless sinner to be told that " God knows^'^ 
bat to a sinner wishing to be saved, awak- 
ened to a true consciousness of sin, there 
is comfort even in the persuasion that God 
knows all his sin. ''By His knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many/' 
He hath weighed our sins' gcalt \ ^^ V^^JSsv 
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counted their number, and He hath pro- 
vided for all a full, perfect, and complete 
atonement in the sacrifice of His Son. 
Qod hath weighed all our guilt, but it is 
outweighed by the great sacrifice. God 
hath numbered all our sins, but He is 
ready to blot them out, so that the sin of 
Israel shall be sought for and not found 
He hath provided a fountain for sin and 
for uncleanness, but at an awful cost, for it 
is nothing less than the blood of His own 
dear Son. That, and that alone, cleanseth 
us from all sin. 

At another period of Israel's history, 
Avhen they were a captive people in Babylon, 
when they were under His chastening rod, 
bowed down and forlorn, afar from their 
beloved land and happy privileges, because 
of their sins and departure from God we 
find that He sent a gracious message to 
them, foretelling their restoration. " For / 
know the thoughts that 1 think towards you, 
saith the Lord ; thoughts of peace, and not 
of evil, to give you au ^^L^^ti^^^ ^\id/* 
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We are chastened of the Lord — cor- 
rected, yea, scourged, because He has 
gracious thoughts to us, because He knows 
us, and the hidden sin that needs to be 
purged out, and must be banished from us, 
in order that we may become partakers 
of His holiness, and be conformed to the 
image of His Son. He spares us, but He 
cannot spare the sins, because He loves 
us too welL Let us remember He corrects 
us according to His knowledge of us, and, 
be assured, all is in the wisdom of love. 

The redeemed of the Lord form His 
flock. Hence the beautiful simile under 
which the Lord Jesus makes Himself 
known to His people. '' I am the good 
Shepherd, and know Mj sheep, and am 
known of Mine." Again, " I know them.*' 
It is characteristic of a good shepherd 
that he knows his sheep, not merely in 
the multitude, but severally and singly ; 
hence we are reminded of God's words to 
Moses, " I know thee by thy name/' To 
a stranger a number of ^\ie€^ ^^^tsv ^ 
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aUke, only a flock. Ta the shepherdi who 
knows them, it is differrat He diBoems 
each individaal, and to his keen eye and 
intimate knowledge eadi has its own peca- 
liarities. Jesus, the good Shepherd, knows 
His sheep in their inward, as well as out- 
ward, characteristics. Their veaty hearts 
are known to Him. Each and all are 
dear to Him. It has been remarked that 
Jesus loyed Martha and Mary and Lanros, 
all the family, yet each singly. How 
illustrative of His knowledge of us per- 
sonally are the narratives of His dealings 
with Mary, with Thomas, with Peter, after 
His resurrection — revealing Himself to 
the one by simply pronouncing her name ; 
to the other, in his unbelief, by drawing 
him to His wounded person ; to the other, 
reviving love by the loving questicMi, thrice 
repeated, *' Lovest thou Me ?^^ How weD 
Jesus knew what each one required. He 
knows us now in like manner. 
. His sheep are His constant care. He 
knows the spiilMi^ ^o^^ ^Sess^ ^Ach one 
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needs, the special atteDtion, the shelter 
from the storm, the repose, as well as the 
discipline. He leads to the green pastures, 
at times in the yallejs^ at times on the 
high hill tops. By and bye He will lead 
each one He has known on earth and pre^ 
pared for glory to the living fountains of 
waters; and the Lord God shall wipe 
away all tears. 

If we would be sheep of Jesus, we must 
yield ourselves to Him. We cannot be 
saved in multitudes, in churches. We 
must be saved singly and separately, each 
bj himself, even though there be thousands 
engaged in the same solemn transaction. 
Many are content to be church member^ 
and hope that because they are outwardly 
going with the stream of the holy ones 
hastening towards the gates of the New 
Jerusalem, that they will be swept in, as 
it were, in the crowd. There is one most 
solemn parable in the Word, where our 
Lord draws the picture of a wedding feast, 
at which the guests each leceiVi^ ^sA '^>2^^ 
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on a wedding robe, save one. When the 
King came in he perceived him, and that 
one was cast out of his presence. All 
alike were once without wedding robes, but 
he neglected or refused to avail himself of 
the provision. A wedding robe of un- 
spotted beauty is provided for us ; and we 
must, each one personally, accept it The 
righteousness of Christ can render all alike 
comely. Saved sinners of different degree 
stand severally complete in Him. 

To know Him, and to be known by 
Him, is a blessed privilege. A sincere 
heart will not shrink from being known by 
God. Hear how God speaks of some 
known to Him. Of Abraham, God says, 
"I know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him, and 
they shall keep the way of the Lord.'' 
And when Satan appeared before God the 
Lord said unto him, " Hast thou considered 
My servant Job, that there is none like him 
on the earth, a perfect and an upright maD, 
one that feaietla Go^ ^lA ^'s^O^^^Ns^tli evil T 
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Both were men of sinful natures, of like 
passions as ourselves ; but God speaks of 
them as known to Him and beloved by 
Him. Abraham^s faith and whole-hearted 
consecration to God was all known to 
Him. His children likewise should be the 
Lord's. Job's inward integrity of heart 
towards God was known to Him, though 
unperceived by his friends. The sifting 
and temptation he passed through at the 
hands of Satan and men only brought 
out more clearly and established in purer 
brightness the character of him whom God 
knew as one of His own. Their hearts 
were right with God. There was in them 
no divided heart ; hence their very temp- 
tations were graciously sanctified to them. 
** We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to His pui^ 
pose.'' 

There is deep repose for us, even in the 
matter of our sanctification, in the thought^ 
" He knows." Nothing escap^^^Sa^ tjl'cjJCy^^* 
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He knows what must be purged out so as 
by fire. He said to Israel, " I will turn 
My hand upon thee, and purely purge 
away thy dross, and take away all thy tin" 
How little we know of the hidden dross 
permeating our natures. Our old nature 
is altogether dross, but this must yield to 
the pure silver of the new natura For 
each there is the putting off of self and the 
putting on of Christ Let us bear in mind 
that the light which shines on us is very 
different from the light of earth. H eaven's 
light reveals hidden darkness. God knows 
us as we cannot know ourselves, and is 
preparing each one of His own for Heaven 
— for its purity, for its light, for its glory ; 
yea. He is preparing us to be with Himself, 
the altogether Holy One. 

It was from the glory of those heavens 
that for the last time we hear those two 
words, " I know." It is the voice of the 
same one who long before had said, "I 
know my sheep." Kisen, glorified, and in 
glory, Jesus \xaa uo\» iat%^\Xfc\\. His people 
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upon earth. They are still known to Him* 
As our great High Priest, He has passed 
into the heavens, there to make continual 
intercession for those whose wants, trials, 
and temptations are known to Him, as they 
can only be, by one who in the days of 
His flesh knew them every one. Before 
He left His disciples He had prayed for 
their preservation from all evil, and now in 
heaven He watches over them ; yea, walk- 
ing unseen in the midst of His churches. 
He knows them in their inward as well as 
their outward life. He addresses Himself 
to each Church according to its wants. All 
His words are based upon intimate know- 
ledge of those to whom He is speaking. 

To Ephesus, He saith, "I know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, 
and how thou canst not bear them which 
are evil ; and thou hast tried them which 
say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found them liars, and hast borne, 
and hast patience, and for My sake hast 
laboured^ and hast not failed.'' 
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Beside this list of faitlifdl perfonnances, 
we feel ourselves come far short ; but still 
the Lord has His rebuke as well as His 
commeDdatioD. "Nevertheless, I have 
somewhat against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love/' No works can supply 
the place of love. Love craves love, and 
nothing can compensate for its absence. 

To Smyrna He saith, "I know thy 
works, and tribulation, and poverty (but 
thou art rich.)" Poor in one sense, it 
might be, but, as is often the case, earthly 
poverty does not mean poverty in grace ; 
so this Church was rich in the eyes of Him 
who regards the eternal rather than the 
perishable riches. A tried Church, or a 
tried believer, never will be long without 
the Saviour's consolation and grace. 

To Thyatira He saith, " These things 
saith the Son of God, who hath His eyes 
like unto a flame of fire, and His feet are 
like fine brass ; / know thy works, and 
charity, and service, and faith, and thy 
patience, and ttiy \?oiV&, ^\id the last to 
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be more than the first/' But, alas ! there 
were in that Church many who were in 
friendship with sin, and solemn is the 
warning, which we maj aU read, and leam 
that the Lord will have His people to be 
an holy nation, a peculiar people, separated 
unto Himself. But His eyes can discrimi- 
nate, and His words cheer and exhort His 
own faithful ones "to hold fast till He come/' 
Yes, we, too, need the exhortation to hold 
fast in spite of all seductions and error. 

To Sardis He saith, " / know thy works, 
that thou hast a name that thou livest, and 
art dead.'' Nothing can be hidden from 
Him. He searches and tries each Church 
and each professing Christian. It is in 
the faithfulness of love. But even here 
there were the Lord's faithful ones, who, in 
the midst of surrounding death and sin, 
had not defiled their garments. "They 
shall walk with Me in white, for they are 
worthy, saith the Lord." Blessed encour- 
agement to the tried but faithful few in 
positions of difl&culty. 
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To the Church in Philadelphia He 
speaks words of strong consolation, to bear 
them up in the hour of temptation ; for, 
saith He,**/ know thy works ; behold, I 
have set before thee an open door, and no 
man can shut it ; for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept Mj word, and hast 
not denied My name/' True to her Lord, 
she would find Him true to her in the hour 
of trial, as will all who put their trust in 
Him, cleave to Him, with full purpose of 
heart. 

There is something specially touching in 
the message to Laodicea, addressed as it is 
to a heart grown cold. How common this 
state amongst Christians even now. But 
what a revelation of grace is here in the 
patient, waiting Saviour, knocking at the 
heart's door, to restore, to heal, to revive. 
Was ever love like unto His love ? He is 
at the door of each lukewarm heart, bent 
on restoring it to its first love and earlj 
fervour. Rebukes, chastisements, all are 
in faithful love m w^^x \ft bring back 
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, again. That same Jesus is now in the 
midst of His people, as faithful, and as 
loving. " Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and for ever." 

High Priest over the house of God, He 
has passed within the veil, there to make 
continual intercession for us. Glorious in 
His person and office, it is true, beyond 
our conception, but at the same time He 
wears our nature, is not one who cannot 
be touched with a feeling of our infirmities, 
but was Himself, in the days of His flesh, 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet 
without sin. 

There is no secret sorrow of the heart, 
no hidden grief, no fear, no trouble in 
which we may not hear Him say, " I know/' 
These are potent words. Just such as we 
need when in pei^plexity, when faint, when 
sorrow-stricken. Looking up to Him in 
our time of need, unable to do more than 
seek His pitying eye, we may in return 
fiind rest and confidence for our souls in 
these words, " I know.'' 
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Depths of the heart are known to I 
depths of darkness He knows all al 
depths of anguish in spirit He has pi 
and knows. Physical and mental sufi 
He has experienced, and knows ho 
reUeve or sustain us. 

Skill of man is often baffled, hi 
sympathy comes short, but in Him 
defect. He stands engaged to succoi 
who come unto God by Him. 

Let these words, " I know,'' proT 
electric bond between our souls and C 
so that many a message of prayer, th; 
giving, or assurance of trust may 
between our hearts and Him, 

Before the New Year grows old we 
find many occasions to avail ourselv 
the resources these words open up t 
And daily we shall need to bear the 
mind, that, like the Psalmist, we ma; 
the Lord alway before us, and go c 
our allotted work or trial, in the full 
suasion that the Lord knows. Yes, 
Lord knoweth ttiem \\i^\) ^xe His ; He 
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beautify the meek with salvation." The 
Lord taketh pleasure in His people — 
they are "accepted in the Beloved," In 
us He cannot but discern evil and sin 
immeasurable, but He beholds us in Jesus ; 
and in Him is no defect or sin. Of Him 
the Father spake, "This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

We shall meet with difficulties in the 
way — ^may at times be weary, or faint, or 
discouraged ; then let us take the cordial 
contained in these two words, '*I know." 
He will not leave us long unaided. The 
thought that He knows will not only cheer 
but stimulate us, will wake us up from 
sloth and indifference, will make us more 
quick to seize each passing, but God-given, 
opportunity. 

We look forward to a day when Jesus, 
seated on His Throne, shall give His 
reward. It will be according to what He 
hfi$. known of us. " Behold, I come quickly 
to give every man according as his work 
shall be." 
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Jesus knows us, and we need to know 
Him. Job says to us, "Acquaint now 
thyself with Him, and be at peace ;" and 
expresses his own heart-rest in the memor- 
able words, *' / know that my Redeemer 
liveth." In like manner, Paul shews the 
ground of his confidence in the words, " / 
know in whom I have believed, and I am 
persuaded He is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto Him against that 
day.'' Without the knowledge of Jesus 
on our part, the thought that He knows us 
will bring nothing but disquiet ; for, so 
long as we refuse to know Him as our 
Saviour and Lord, we rebel against His 
grace and love. But, knowing Him, we 
shall enjoy rest in the assurance that He 
knows. To His beloved and believing 
people these words will be ever dear, for 
they help to bind them to Him whom, 
having not seen, they love, for it is He 
who saith. 
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I LEFT rr ALL WITH JESUS. 



I left it all with Jesus long ago, 
All my sins I broaght Him, and my woe ; 
When by faith I saw Him on the tree, 
Heard His small still whisper, ** Tis for thee,'' 
From my heart the harden rolled away ! 
Happy day ! 

I leaye it all with Jesus, for He knows 
How to steal the bitter from life's woes ; 
How to gild the tear-drop with His smile. 
Make the desert garden bloom awhile : 
When My weakness leaneth on His might 
All seems light. 

I leaye it all with Jesus day by day ; 
Faith can firmly trust Him, come what may. 
Hope has dropped her anchor, found her rest, 
In the calm sure hayen of His breast ; 
Loye esteems it heayen to abide 
At His side. 

Oh, leaye it ail with Jesus, drooping soul ! 
Tell not half thy story, but the whole. 
Worlds on worlds are hanging on His hand, 
Life and death are waiting His command ; 
Yet His tender bosom makes tkee room — 
Oh, come home ! 
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" If ye then be nsen with Ghiist, seek those things which are 
aboye, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of Qod" • 




AN is not created for time, but for 
eternity. Life on earth, with all 
that now seems so important, be- 
comes infinitesimal when compared with 
eternity. The things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. Things around us, by 
their proximity, seem to our limited vision 
the most important. To the unrenewed 
man nothing beyond has much reality. 
Yet only a breath separates between us 
and the unseen world. Things of time 
claim the chief place : the things above 
are clouded over by the m\%t& ^i ^^xS5^ 
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Things of time attract. Things above 
recede out of sight. 

Yet the chief object of our existence 
cannot be the things seen. God never 
would propose to satisfy the deep desires 
of immortal beings with things which decay 
and perish. He is too good for that. 
He giveth us richly all thinsfs earthly to 
enjoy in our passage through life. He 
knows what we have need of. He has 
placed us on this earth to develop its re- 
sources, and turn them to good account. 
All earth's stores are His : the cattle on a 
thousand hills, the depths of the ocean and 
its stores, the bowels of the earth and its 
riches, the varied produce of varied climes 
— all are His handiwork, and He entrusts 
them to us to enjoy and to use aright for 
His glory. But He never intended these 
to be all. When He formed man, it was 
with powers capable of the highest enjoy- 
ment, of delight in Himself, in His mighty 
acts, in creation as His work, in the pro- 
ducts of eaTt\v a.^ 1^\^ ^^^»^> \a^ all things 
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as emaDating from and sustained by Him- 
self. But fallen man acts like a beast that 
perishes, and is ready, though an immortal 
being, to seek satisfaction in things finite. 
If nothing higher is sought and found, the 
soul of man must thirst for ever. 

Angels must weep to see men what they 
are. God is grieved to see His gifts put 
in His place. Himself forgotten. His boun- 
ties cherished, not for His sake, but their 
own. Is it strange that a God of love 
should speak through His providential 
dealings as well as by His word ; that at 
one time He should withhold the rain, 
at another the sunshine ; that He should 
send the locust, the caterpillar, and the 
palmerworm. His great army, to consume 
the fruits of the earth ; that He should 
send murrain and disease on the beasts 
of the field ; or that He should blow 
upon man's undertakings and scatter their 
riches 1 Surely His hand is in all this 
discipline to prevent our being satisfied 
with that which cannot really s^^tM^ > ^ccAl 
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to remind us that all earthly prosperity is 
His gift — ^yea, even the power to get 
riches. If He thus speak to us in dis- 
cipline, it is to raise our hearts to their 
true level, and to make us all feel that 
there is a higher life than the life of sense, 
and that there are really for us ** things 
above/' 

" Things above " are words which, amidst 
much disaster and loss of earthly goods, 
much misery and unhappiness, may form 
(for us) a New Year motto. 

There is a very note of cheer in them. 
When we behold the things of time crumbl- 
ing away, we can hear of things above 
time, above decay, above death. If our 
Father deprive us of earthly blessings, 
so that we look up in sad surprise, it is 
that our tears may vanish before His own 
gracious look of pity and love. If for a 
while they flow more freely from the multi- 
tude of our thoughts within us, let it be 
because we have loved Him so poorly even 
while He has "bVe^^edi \x^ m\3cL\iQ,wxity. 
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The apostle calls us to look up to where 
Christ is seated, and so to rise to the 
things above as to cease from being merely 
men of this perishing world, and to become 
with and in Christ heirs of glory, citizens 
of the New Jerusalem — " men who have 
risen*' in the true spiritual sense — i.e., 
partakers of the resurrection life, new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesus. To Christians, he 
writes — ** I/je, then, be risen. with Christ, 
seek those things which are above/' He 
goes to the very root of Christian life. If 
it exist, if you are really Christians, really 
risen as you profess by your faith in Christ, 
seek those things which are above. One 
with Christ you cannot be unless you are 
risen with Him. For He is not dead, but 
risen. Risen with Christ you cannot be 
unless you have died in Him. The cross 
of Christ, the place of pardon, the starting 
point of the Christian life, must be yours 
if you are ever to reach up to the heavenly 
things. The risen Saviour, and union with 
Him in the new birth and ne^ir Ivfe^xssa^ 
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be yours if you would rise up to the 
heavenly things. And if you be dead with 
Him and risen with Him, it will be mani- 
fest by your seeking the things above. 

The apostle does not specify these, but 
He points to their centre — Christ. All 
emanate from Him. By Christ God 
created the worlds. All that is lovely 
came through Him. If creation is so 
beautifal, what must those things be which 
are above, unstained by sin, unblemished, 
untarnished, untouched by Satan or by 
fallen man 1 

There are many passages of scripture 
which lead our thoughts upwards to the 
things which are above. One, familiar to 
all, is given by the Saviour in simplest 
form, as it were, for the weakest, to lead 
us upward in a spirit of filial confidence — 
" Our Father which art in heaven.'' 

Is there a yearning in any heart for rest 
of soul, a desire for something higher than 
the world can give, a longing for a love 
which shall ne^et ^^^^\ 1^ there the 
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unformed desire of prayer struggling for 
utterance ? Behold, Jesus teaches you to 
pray ; and Himself, the Son of the Father, 
sent to seek and to save the lost, He takes 
you by the hand, bids your ignorance and 
your unbelief be gone, and invites you to 
join Him in saying faith's first prayer, 
" Our Father which art in heaven/' Jesus, 
who for our sakes took upon Himself our 
nature, and died to bring us unto God, 
calls you to the home above, and, wanderer 
though you may be, draws you within the 
happy family circle of the redeemed, and 
bids you say, " Our Father which art in 
heaven/' There is much in the fact that 
Jesus, speaking of God the Father," says 
" Our/' He does not bid you ffo, but 
cotne, to Our Father. Realize that He, 
the Son, who calls you upward, came from 
the bosom of the Father on purpose to call 
you there. Not all alone does He bid you 
go to God, as a friendless soul to an un- 
known Being. Many choose to do so, and 
leave the world to meet as their jud^e Hxk^ 
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whom they have forgotten and neglected 
Let it not be thus with you. The Father 
sent His beloved Son, by His blood-shed- 
ding, to reconcile the world unto Himself; 
and Jesus, the true reconciliation and 
reconciler, invites you to draw nigh to 
" Our Father which art in heaven." 

Again, when speaking of His own de- 
parture. He says, "I go to My Father 
and your Father, to My God and your 
God," is it not manifest that He would 
leave on our hearts the firm persuasion 
that when we are called to set our aflfec- 
tions on the things above, we are called 
by Him to love the Father whom He, our 
great example, loves with perfect love ? 

If we are led upward to " our Father 
in heaven," so, too, we are led to om* 
great Representative and Forerunner, the 
Lord Jesus Himself The New Testament 
scriptures are full of testimony to the risen, 
living Son of man. " The Lord Jesus is 
our High Priest in heaven. These simple, 
but majestic and ^d^t^^ words sum up 
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the teaching of the first eight chapters of 
our epistle. This is the crowning point of 
the apostle's profound and massive argu- 
ment — Jesus, who suffered and died, is 
consecrated the priest for ever after the 
order of Melchisedec, after the power of an 
endless Ufa'** No subject is more calcu- 
lated to console and gladden the hearts of 
belieyers than this one. It lifts us up from 
earth to heaven, and ushers us into the 
presence of our gracious and merciful High 
Priest, of whom the apostle writes — " We 
have not an High Priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
but was in all points tempted like as we 
are — ^yet without sin.'* It is the know- 
ledge that we have in heaven such a 
Friend, who not merely in grace concerns 
Himself about all our wants, but is ordained 
of God an High Priest for men in things 
pertaining to God. Most truly do we here 
perceive God's gracious design to meet 
every possible need of our souls — to pro- 

* Saphir on HebreYra. 
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vide all that we, as sinners, i^uxre. 
Throughout our spiritual life 4Mi leartiii, 
iKrith all its temptations, our ezpembce of 
joy and sorrow, of physical and mental 
fluctuations, of lifers varied vieissitudes, the 
knowledge that there is One on bi^ to 
whom we may confide all without reserve, 
and on whose loving wisdom aad oare we 
may rely, is surely fraught with unspeak- 
able consolation. It is not an labfMnict 
idea, or a cold, abstruse 4ogma, bat a 
glorious truth intended to bring to eveiy 
believing heart all that it is capable of 
receiving. The truth that we have an 
High Priest in heaven is not the least of 
the things which are above. 

There is one essential in a priest, viz., 
that he offer sacrifice. This our Great 
High Priest did when He "offered up 
Himself' a sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world. This leads us to another 
aspect of the Saviour as He is seen aboTe 
— the Lamb slain. Amidst the glories of 
heaven tlie sacn^c^ iox ^yol is prominent. 
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If J^us is BeeB. as the Verified Son of 
Mm, as Hie lion of the tribe of Judah^ 
as the King of kings, fie is :essentiaUj the 
Lamb bj whose blood the ransomed arie 
raieemed. To that great atoning sacrifice 
the glorafied saints ascribe their delireraAce 
aod its consequences. To the Lamb o^ce 
slain thej ascribe all their saltation. 

Where they found eternal relief there 
may you. Let their Saviour be yours, and 
^ifiir song of yictorious faith i^all he yours 
Ukewise. 

The High Priest, the Lamb slain, are 
bolh precious views of the Saviour above, 
bitt fiot les^ so are those of the Mediator-^r. 
the one mediator between God aiid man ; 
the Advocate charging Himself with the 
oase of each lost soul that confides all to 
Bim ; the Sjing of kings^ mighty to save^ 
safldiing around His people the shield of 
W& protection ; the heavenly Bridegroom, 
%t whose marriage supper it is supreme 
^HflS to sit ; the Alpha and Omega, the 
beginiiing and the end, 'the first ^nd tb& W^ 
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A living Christ in heaven was the great 
object of faith to the earlj Christiam. 
They looked back with sorrowful awe to 
the cross on which they had seen the 
Saviour die. They owed their all to that 
great sacrifice accomplished there, but tiiej 
knew the cross was vacant, they knew die 
grave was empty. Not to these, but to 
Him who had been there, they looked, and 
followed Him in believing thought to the 
regions above, and lived thenceforth looking 
upward in constant expectation of His re- 
turn. Were the Apostles engaged in heal- 
ing the sick, in doing wonders, in preaching 
the gospel, in enduring sufifering, they all 
looked up to their risen Lord, in whose 
name they trusted, and by faith in whom 
all these things were wrought Were 
Christians faint and desponding, were thej 
prone to yield under the fierceness of temp- 
tation, or cast down because of their depri- 
vation of long-loved religious privileges ? 
Paul would write exhorting them to loci 
upward to llievT \mi^^\\i^, ^md Friend, do 
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longer dead but living — a merciful and 
SEuthful High Priest, able to succour them 
that are tempted. The Lord Himself, too, 
coming to His beloyed disciple, an exile 
for His sake in Fatmos, cheers him, and 
thi^ugh him the universal Church of Christ, 
then and in all ages, with the words, '' I 
am He that liveth and was dead, and be- 
hold I am alive for evermore/' We cannot 
separate the things above from the Saviour. 
Nay, in Him we find alL The faith which 
sustained the early Christians is needed by 
us now. If we have not their bitter per- 
secutions and trials to overcome, we have 
others equally dangerous, though it may 
be more subtle. '* Because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.'' 
Alas, is it not the case ? What answer 
can you give to-day to that wondrously 
condescending question, "Lo vest thou Mel" 
**I would thou wert cold or hot," was 
Christ's word to Laodicea. Does it not 
reveal His will ? His loving heart cannot 
be satisfied with half-heartedness. He 



ire think of the things aboye. Onlj 
liting Christ be to us a great reality, i 
ire behold Him our hearts will go u] 
in a faitli which orercometh the -world 
" In my Father's house are many 
sions,^ said Jesus to His disciples, ' 
were not so, I would have told you j 
to prepare a place f3r you.*' The Fj 
the Son, the home, all are befor 
When we look up to the thmgs abo^ 
can remember what He is doing, anc 
ticipate what will be the result of 
loving forethought. Eye bath not 
nor ear heard, neither have entered 
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she? The. universal Church of the re- 
deemed The whole body of ransomed 
siaiers. The blood-washed ones, whose 
sins aud iniquities are purged away. The 
rescued ones drawn out of the fearful pit 
md mir J day. All whom in grace He has 
laved and made His own, to share with 
Him the glories of His kingdom. " If I 
goi and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto Myself, that 
wleve I am there ye may be also/' Be- 
holdi how He longs to usher His own into 
the home He is now preparing. Shall not 
death lose its shadow under the power of 
these words, and shall we not cherish bright 
hopes of the approach of that day when 
the Lord shall come to gather His elect, 
when no longer by faith afar oflF, but in full 
fruition, we shall rejoice in the things above I 
Few can think of the things above with^ 
oi2t thought of those gone before. Home 
circles on earth have ceased to be perfect, 
just because the circle is begun above. 
One and another have been taken from. tW 
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home below to fill the home above* Happy 
the bereaved who look up to the things 
above. Miserable they who cannot Oh, 
it is a dark hour when a soul leaves this 
world with no evidence of being an heir 
through grace of the things above. And 
dreary, too, is that soul which knows not 
how to lean in the time of its desolation 
on the sympathetic heart of the Man Christ 
Jesus, the mercifal and faithful High Priest 
above. As you would shun either, oh make 
sure of an interest in the Saviour of sinners, 
and in Him of the home above ! 

A closing year brings with it many re- 
miniscences, and memory clings to those 
who were here, but are now no longer. 
To God's bereaved people there is sweet, 
still comfort in thought of the things above. 
Our dear ones in Christ are not here, but 
they are with Jesus. We see them not ; 
but they see Jesus. If they have left the 
joys or the sorrows of earthly homes they 
have begun to behold His glory. Happy 
when we can poVvA \»^ ^^ \x^^^ of the 
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departed, and write on their tombs, ** These 
all died in faith.'' 

• The apostle Paul gives us, in Hebrews 
XL, a very |)icture gallery of the saints who 
lived by faith. To them the promises were 
shrouded in type, were distant, but still 
they were so persuaded of them that they 
embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
** They that say such things declare plainly 
that they seek a country.'' Now they de- 
sire a better country— that is, an heavenly. 
Distinctly and clearly God has set before 
us life and death, heaven and hell. Christ 
saith, "He that heareth My Word, and 
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation, but is passed from death 
unto life." Great as is the mystery of the 
gospel, there is no mystification ; there 
all is clear as sunlight. If there are deep 
shadows, they are those which our own 
sinful unbelief and rejection of the truth 
cast upon us in the very blaze of t^-^^V^^ts. 
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light. We' need not liye^ in tartnnag 
anxiety, or in chill indifference, as to the 
future. The things aboTe are opened to 
€mr view. 

We need not be overmuch cast down bjr 
inresent cares, losses, troubles^ vexations, 
when above these turbid floods we behead 
the everlasting mountains of God^s mercy 
crowned by the city which hath founda^ 
tions, whose builder and maker is God 

The same apostle who wrote exhorting 
us to be " not slothful in business, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord,^^ and who 
laboured with his own hands that he might 
not be chargeable unto any, mourned over 
some who made this world their god, and 
in contradistinction declared, "Our con- 
versation [or citizenship] is in heaven, from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ/' Even while ou earth 
He lived as a citizen of the New JerusaleiD, 
to whom belonged the privileges and the 
g'lory. Again, to the Ephesians, he writes^ 
*' Ye are no moie ^ta^xi^jet^ ^scA foreigners. 
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but fellow-citizens with tiiie saints and of 
the household of God.'' The more tanly 
Christians realize and acknowledge that 
they are fellow heirs with and in Christ of 
the things above, the less hold will the 
tifings of time have on their hearts. To 
h& heayenly-minded is the best counter- 
atttiYe to being worldly-minded. 

How many of Grod's people having lived, 
laboured, and suffered for Him and His 
eause, have gone in to see the King, Do 
you think anything they entrusted to His 
keeping has been lost ? Ah, no ; all is 
safe there, nothiiig has wasted or grown 
less. In the right employment of that 
which God entrusts to us, in the consecra- 
tion of all to Him, in the sanctification of 
earthly business,, and the putrsuance of all 
in submissive faith, we shall be laying up 
treasure in beaven. What bright examples 
we have of consecration unto God in all 
ages of the Church's history. But the 
chain of example must be maintained un- 
broken, and it rests with His ^eoigle now 
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alive on earth to hand down an influenoe 
BO sacred. Let us liye^ then, with the 
treasury above in view ; for our Lord has 
said, "Where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.'' 

Only by faith do we now behold the 
things aboTe ; but the day is drawing near 
when faith's work will be over, and we shall 
really see. He who is above all, God 
blessed for ever, shall come, and we shall 
behold Him. When the disciples gazed 
with intense longing after their departing 
and ascending Lord, and lingered wistfully, 
looking up to the clouds which received 
Him from their sight, an angel of the Lord 
appeared, speaking to them : ** Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven ? This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven.'' 

They went away at his word ; they 
went to unite in prayer ; they went forth 
to preach, to \ie?X, \)0 \^ww:^ to suffer, 
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thenceforth looking for the return of Him 
who was gone from their sight. The hope 
of His return stimulated, sustained, and 
cheered, as their need might be. If they 
ceased to linger on Olivet, and went their 
way to their home duties, their Church 
duties, and their Christian labour, they did 
not cease to seek the things above. Their 
faith in the loving sjrmpathy of their risen 
Lord ever cheered them, and, not less, the 
hope of His appearing. 

Christ, the Lamb slain, is one aspect of 
the Saviour when we look above ; Christy 
the great High Priest, is another ; Christy 
the returning King and Master, still an- 
other. If we value the atoning sacrifice 
as the one source of our pardon and peace ; 
if we know the repose of leaning on the 
unfailing intercession of our great High 
Priest, and are loyal to Him as our King, 
surely we shall also love His appearing. 

As they that watch for the morning, our 
soul may well watch for the first beams of 
the coming Sun of Righteoxxsvi^^^. ^^^^^^ 
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came burdened with the load of oar guilt 
is coming the second time without sin unto 
salvation. Bright, indeed, will that sun^ 
rise be to those who wait for Him. " The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand/' 
Then let us awake and seek the things 
which are above. *^A little while, and 
fie that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry/' Wherefore cometh He ? To 
gather His own ; to daim the kingdom for 
Himself ; to overthrow the reign of dark'- 
ness, and to bring with Him blessings from 
above. Ah ! in His kingdom above there 
is perfect bliss in perfect obedience. There 
is nothing but truest harmony with His 
will. So pray we, " Thy will be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven.'' We look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We expect Him, because He has pledged 
Himself to return. "Behold, I come 
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to 
give every man according as his wort sball 
he:' 
Another year ueaiet \.o \5«^\» 6sa.^ I We 
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staml on the threshold of a New Year. 
What will it bring wiA it? "We know 
not. Perhaps the King Himself — ^perhaps 
our eii^aiM^ into His presence. 

Should not the possibility make the 
things above more vivid to each one of 
us? Shall we not live on earth amidst 
its duties, its cares, its joys, its sorrows, 
mindful of the things above, where Christ 
sitteth at the right hand of God. 

There, waiting for the great and glorious 
day when He shall arise and come forth, is 
our living, loving Lord. With Him are 
many dear ones gone before. We wait for 
Him, and " If we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. 
For this we say unto you, by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and re- 
main unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep. For the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God\ "^xA^ 
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the dead in Christ shall rise first : then 
we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air ; and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.'" 
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|T was in the month of February, in 
a peculiarly cold winter, when 
many in delicate health had 
sought shelter and sunshine at one of 
England's sunny nooks on the southern 
coast, that a company of friends who be- 
lieved in the privilege and efficacy of 
prayer were met together in the house of 
a lady who for many years has consecrated 
it to this holy purpose. Most of those 
present were either in delicate health, or 
accompanying dear ones who were so. 
This, no doubt, contributed to shed abroad 
a spirit of loving sympathy and mutual 
interest. Many were the touching requests 
handed in for special prayer, and often 
were the hearts of these prayiu^ <y£i<^% 
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cheered by manifest answers to their 
prayers. 

On one occasion I was arrested by a 
request for prayer on behalf of a young 
man, who was unhappily a sceptic, and 
lay on his bed murmuring at his sad fate, 
and, alas ! blaspheming the name of God. 
I inquired who this poor man was, and 
where he lived, hoping that I might be 
permitted to bear him a message of life 
and peace. I was informed that no one 
could see him, and nearly relinquished the 
idea. 

One day, passing a nursery garden, I 
remembered Miss Marshes touching story 
of the crimson azalea. I entered, and, 
amongst many beautiful flowers, found a 
selection of snow-white primulas in full 
bloom and of gentle fragrance. Selecting 
one, I said to myself, that must be the 
sick man's flower, and may prove the key 
to the door. It was sent, to be left for 
Captain ^ with no further message. 

Next day 1 io\!lo^^^ \^, ^ud found my 
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way to a bouse situated dose to the sea, 
which was to become to me a spot never 
to be forgotten. 

A little girl opened the door, and invited 
me to wait in the kitchen while she called 
the landlady. She soon came, and in- 
formed me I could not see the invalid. 
He had heard the knock, and at once said, 
** It is some one come to speak to me about 
my soul — I cannot see them." 

At this moment a lady entered. It was 
his wife. Hearing I had called to see 
him, she asked if it was I who had sent 
the flower, which he greatly appreciated. 
While she went to the sick man^s room, 
I waited, wondering if the way would be 
at length opened. 

At last the answer came — that he would 
like to see me, but I was not to speak 
about religion. Should I agree, when it 
might be the only opportunity, or should 
I go sadly away 1 I replied that I could 
not promise this, for it was my object, but 
I would not fatigue him. 
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On entering the sick-room, I saw a 
young man of refined and intelleotual 
countenance, but worn to a shadow, and 
evidently in the last stage of consumptioD. 
Still, I thought he might liye for 3om^ 
time, and mj mind was full of hope that 
God would deign to make me the meanf 
of bringing some light and joy to a he^t 
which I knew wa$ veiled over by the dbill 
darkness of the shadow of death. 

He stretched out hi^ thin, worn ha,nd, 
and placed it in mine as I sat by his side 
and spoke as gently as I could to him of 
liis weakness and sufiering. With husky 
voice, he said — " It is very kind of you f 
but if I approached the subject of religioH 
he at once expressed his inability to listen, 
for it agitated him. Alas ! it was easy to 
fathom the disquietude of that poor heart, 
and to know why it trembled at the very 
name of God. Holding my hand in his, 
he said — " Ah t if ever I get through this, 
it will be a warning to me.^' 

It was impossible to attempt to converse 
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with bim, yet I felt I miuit leave some 
message for his soul, and, silently lifting 
my heart to God for guidance, I said : 
"Well then, will you let me give you 
three vords — just three T Quietly he lay 
as I repeated to him, " God is lovis,'' 

I wished to have said far more to ex- 
plain how that God has manifested His 
love to us sinners, not knowing whether he 
was familiar with the gospel or no. Alas ! 
many educated men have no knowledge of 
tbeir Bibles wd the gospel. 

I was thankful afterwards to learn that 
a Christian lady and gentleman bad on a 
previous occasion seen him, and set the 
truth before his mind. 

Bidding me farewell, he asked me to 
return, and I left, hoping to be permitted 
time to speak fully to him» As I climbed 
the steep hill homeward, my heart was full. 
God had laid the burden there, and how 
I hoped that I should yet see that face 
lightened up with the joy of His salvation. 
I have seen the miraculous power of the 
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gospel to cliase away the dark gloom of 
unbelief, and I did hope that He who had 
ordered my steps thither would giye me 
the joy of being His messenger to at least 
one soul in that place. 

That worn, sad face scarcely left my mind. 

Late that night we waited on God in 
prayer for that poor man, who was drawing 
near to the unseen world, as far as we 
knew still unprepared. 

The next morning, when we met for 
family worship, we came to the words, 
" The Son quickeneth whom He wilL'^ A 
dear relative, who, through a life of many 
trials, has proved much of the faithfulness 
of our gracious God, remarked how suit- 
able were these words for him for whom 
we felt so deeply. 

None but He could quicken — none but 
He had power ; and He could manifest 
His sovereign grace in the salvation of this 
soul. 

Shortly after I went to the house with 
a heart full oi \io^^ «vi^ ^^^ectation. One 
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soul ! Ah ! who can estimate the value 
of one immortal being, or gather up in 
thought all that is involyed in the salva- 
tion and eternal bliss, or shame and eternal 
misery, of one soul ? Little did I think 
that the very hour we were praying that 
soul had gone forth from its fraU tenement 
to the presence of God. 

At the door I was met by a Christian 
gentleman, who, although an invalid, con- 
secrates to his Lord and Master, in minis- 
tering to the sick, far more of his little 
strength than many who have vigour and 
health. 

He had come at the call of the good 
landlady, for all was over! Eternity 
begun. No other opportunity ! 

We walked sadly and solemnly away, 
summing up all that could bring a ray of 
hope. For long he had been remembered 
in prayer, and somehow we both had had 
a strong assurance of hope that he would 
be saved. 

Yet when I heard of the words whifik 
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fell from hie lips, my hopes at firat seemed 
gona There were evidently deep headings 
iu that poor heart that night ere the end 
drew near. He had, indeed, become mr 
bued with scepticism ; but the approach 
of death made real what perhaps he had 
ceased to believe before. Men like to put 
away the thought of coming judgment^ and 
to persuade themselves there is no hell for 
the unforgiven sinner. But they may try 
as they like — it does not alter the faoi 
And just as the reality of spiritual life and 
peace become often clearly manifest on the 
death-bed of a believer, so, too, at times, 
are the darkening shades which gather 
round the close of a sinner's life awfiilly 
evident. 

Words fell from those lips which told 
at least that what in life he had rejected 
was now terribly real. 

The landlady — a good Christian woman, 

full of tender pity — knelt by the bedside 

with his agonised wife. The lips that had 

hug ceased to pray mox^ in prayer, and 
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they think they hearcj him say, " God be 
loeroiful to me." 

Wa$ he» then, like the dying thief? 
Had that once proud intellect yielded at 
last, and had he, convinced and convicted, 
owned his guilt and need, and turned to 
Grod even iu the eleventh hour? We 
could not say. All around that death-bed 
9e^med so dark. Looking at man, there 
seemed scarcely a ray of hope ; yet when 
we ^u^imed up all, and turned our hearts 
)ie9(Y6nward to God, the very darkness 
which had overshadowed seemed to bring 
u/3 light ; for there are some who have no 
bands in their death, and pass hence as 
they have lived, impenetrable to the thing? 
of eternity. 

We parted, saying, " Yes ; there is just 
a ray of hope. Alas ! only a gummeb. 
If saved, so a$ by fire.'' 

Next day I went to visit the son-ow-r 
stricken young wife in all the bitterness of 
her bereavement. 

It is awful to die without a Saviour to lea^ 
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on ; but it is as awful to have to meet life's 
sorrows without Him — to have bo know- 
ledge of the infinitely tender compassion 
and sympathy of the Great High Priest 
Words cannot express the anguish of that 
poor heart. To leave behind the dark 
shadow of an uncertain eternity is a 
terrible bequest. 

She took me to see the face of her 
husband, and as I stood and looked on 
that intellectual countenance, I felt sure 
he must have been a man of refinement 
and culture. 

It was so, and of wealth, too ; but 
riches had vanished, and they were brought 
to depend on the kindness of relatives. 

I could not help inquiring whether my 
information was correct as to his having 
adopted sceptical views, and how this had 
come about. At one time he had studied 
for the Church. A clergyman, who, Uke 
many others, had left the happy faith of 
his Church, and followed the so-called 
philosophy of t\i^ ^"a.^ , \i^d, i^erhaps quite 
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unwittingly, been the means of shaking his 
faith. He had associated with men of 
sceptical yiews, and imbibed their opinions. 

Thus had the shadow of a deep darkness 
clouded a young life which was designed 
to rejoice in the bright sunshine of God's 
love and favour, and faculties and talents 
became desecrated which might have been 
consecrated to the noblest and worthiest 
aim — the glory of God. 

It is to be feared that there are some 
even in our great educational institutions 
who are leading the young away from these 
blessed truths, which have gladdened the 
lives of millions, which have proved them- 
selves to be of God by the sanctifying 
influence they exercised, and by the sus- 
taining power which has rendered many 
death-beds scenes of the most triumphant 
joy and peace. 

The perpetually varying teachings of 
philosophy, the speculations of men, never 
can bring true rest or prepare for the 
eternal future. 
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PoBsiblj this sad narraliTe may a\^kdti 
in some the qaestion*— Whither is my 
teaching leading 1 Confesdedlj the e&d is 
often unknown. Alas I it often leads far 
farther than is anticipated. 

Calling at the same house to inquire as 

to the funeral of poor Captain ■ ^ ■ % I 
stood waiting at the foot of the stair for 
the landlady. She begged I Would urge 
all possible expedition, as there was a 
patient upstairs, and it would be better for 
him were the sad duty over. 

"Then, you have another patient/' I 
exclaimed. " Does any one visit him V 

" No," said she ; " he is a strange sort 
of man. He is a Scotchman." 

" Ah ! then, so am I." 

" He belongs to the Scotch Church." 

" Well, so do I ; perhaps he'll see me." 

She went to inquire, and returned with 
the request that I would call next day, as 
it was then late. 

Next day — a ^\m^'a.^ — 1 ^-ssikd on the 
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Scotch gentleman. He received me gladly, 
feeling very lonely, as none of his relatives 
were with him. He did not then seem so 
very ill, and thought himself improving. 

It was long since he had seen his native 
land. He had gone to India, and, alas ! 
like too many who seek their fortunes afar 
from home, had apparently grown careless, 
or, rather, not having a genuine interest in 
spiritual things, had become more hardened 
and indifferent. 

When first I visited him he seemed well 
content with himself, and would often say 
— " Well, I've not been a good man, but 
Fve not been exactly a bad one." 

The story of redeeming love had no 
special charm for him, for he felt not his 
personal need. 

It is the sick who need the physician, 
and such as feel their sickness own their 
need and seek his skill. From time to 
time I visited him, and was always heartily 
welcomed. Gradually his interest deep- 
ened, and his heart seemed touched \ \s^ 
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still there seemed to be no real work of 
grace — no sense of sin. A great change 
came over his health, and I saw he was 
rapidly growing worse. This led me to 
speak very pointedly as to the state of his 
soul and the nearness of eternity. One 
day — a Friday — I found him much touched 
His sin seemed to have become real to him 
— ^his danger and need of a Saviour. 

It was blessed to behold the change, and 
to hear his words of enquiry and expres- 
sions of trust. 

" Will He save me V 

" Yes ; He has said it — ' Him that 
cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast 
out; " 

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners." 

The great mystery of grace came to his 
heart as he realised how Jesus became our 
Substitute, and, bore our sins in His own 
person. He saw it was for such as he. 
I asked if te co\\Vd ^.e.e,^\i\» \t. 
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" Yes," said he ; "I wish I had sooner." 

Often he expressed his confidence — " He 
has saved me — ^yes, me," over and over 
again. Then he would seize my hand, 
and press it to his lips, saying, " You led 
me to Him." It was touching to hear him 
speak of God's goodness in bringing him 
there. He blessed Grod that he had been 
brought there to be saved. 

How wonderful are Gk)d's ways. It is 
sometimes permitted one to behold the 
links in some chain of providential dealing * 
stretching far back into the past. 

One day I sang to him the old Scotch 
metrical version of the 23d Psalm, 

"* The Lord's my Shepherd ; 111 not want." 

At once it awoke the memories of long- 
forgotten days. His sister, standing by 
his bed, burst into tears, and sobbed sorely. 
He, too, wept; then looked to her, and 
said, '' Don't cry." 

I stopped, and turned to them. She 
said, " Our mother loved that." 

As when some long-sealed fex^^Sywesi. Sa. 
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re-opened, and waters gush forth anew, 
that psalm, so familiar to us Scotchmen^ 
unlocked hidden thoughts and feelings, 
long covered over by the rubbish and the 
weeds, the cares and the business of life. 
Thoughts of the mother who prayed came 
over him — ^the first to influence the young 
heart for God. 

Then there came letters asking that he 
might be visited, revealing to us that there 
were praying ones at a distance deeply 
concerned for that soul. 

Then most truly was it in God's good- 
ness that he was led to that house, there 
to be tended and watched over by good 

Mrs with a mother's compassion and 

a Christian's sympathy. Often as I entered 
that sick chamber, and found her sitting 
by the bedside singing some gospel hymn 
or repeating some passage of Scripture, I 
wondered that one so hard worked could 
bear up through all, and minister thus to 
the wants of body and soul. 

Truly, it) nv^.^ «^^ e^x^xfi:^^ \»^ all of us 
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that earthly business, when consecrated to 
the Lord, can be sanctified to His service, 
and used for His glory and the good of 
souls. 

Let none say they are too lowly, or too 
busy, or too weary to speak words of 
Christian hope to a fellow-sinner. The 
very efibrt brings a blessing. 

It was pleasant, however, now to be in 
that sick chamber. Blessed and bright 
were those last days, for the most part, 
as we witnessed the power of the gospel, 
the grace of our Lord, and the change 
wrought in him by the Holy Spirit. 

He became very humble, deeply penitent 
for all that poor past life without Grod, 
often melted to tears at the thought of 
his sin and his Saviour's love. 

Alas ! but brief was the time left to 
serve his Saviour here, yet he did call one 
after another to his bedside, and speak to 
them of the Saviour and salvation. One 
young man — ^rather delicate — he exhorted 
to cling to the Saviour while Taa N^^kS^ ^ovov^^. 
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The spiritual change seemed to bring 
new strength to the body, for it was strik- 
ingly manifest on a Saturday morning, 
when he declared what the Lord had done 
for him. He was so low then that the 
medical man deemed him unlikely to live 
many hours, but, rallying, he lived a whole 
week after. One week seemed given that 
in it he might have the privilege of bearing 
testimony to the grace of the Lord, and 
speak for Him. 

But a Christian's lot is warfare as well 
as work. When a sinner is saved from 
the hand of the enemy his old master will 
try to reassert his power in some form. 
Conflict is part of the Christian's life, and, 
brief as was this one's career as a believer, 
he was not spared the conflict. There was 
a time when that poor mind through weak- 
ness became clouded. The remembrance 
of sin, the power of sin, the craft of Satan 
combined to trouble and harass him. One 
day I felt sorely troubled about him, but 
in answer to wmXi^^ y^^^^\ ^\\ft doud re- 
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moTed. But for a time Satan seemed 
permitted to sift him. The enemy came 
in like a flood, and seemed to hover around 
to trouble the dying man. Then did we 
realise the power of prayer and of the 
Word. Again and again were the assaults 
repulsed. The Lord was there, holding 
him in His right hand, a trophy of re- 
deeming grace, a brand plucked out of the 
fire. 

Often did I repeat to him the precious 
verse — 

^* The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose, 
He will not, He cannot give up to its foes ; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
Hell never — ^no, never — ^no, never forsake." 

But the end of warfare and of work 
drew near. He fell asleep after I had 
repeated some precious words of Scripture, 
which seemed to satisfy him. Long we 
watched, thinking the end was near. I 
thought he would never wake again, and 
left late that night ; but he did awake, 
quiet and clear, to tell them all was well, 
and leave messages of gratitude and l<^x^ 
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behind to all who had visited him. The 
end came with the morning. He gently 
passed away — saved, but none too soon. 
Only a week to glorify the Lord here ; 
but as an example of the grace of God— 
a blessed instance — ^bidding us labour in 
hope, and seek to have our steps directed 
where God would have us go. 

Let us remember his own words — " Oh, 
that I had known it sooner r Who can 
estimate the loss of a lifetime which might 
have been spent in the service of the Lord 
— the loss of the sunshine of Him who is 
the Sun and Shield to all who trust Him ? 

Light came at last, but in the gloam- 
ing ; but, thank God, enough to gild life's 
evening skj, and be the herald of a never- 
ending day. 

Home at last, thy labour done, 
Safe and blest, the victory won ; 
Jordan past, from pain set free, 
Angels now have welcomed thee. 

Depth of mercy, oh ! how sweet 
Thus to rest at Jesus* feet, 
la -jon ^otld of light afar, 
Sale -sRilVm tKe galea ayw \ 
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When dark waves were beating hard 
Thy frail barqae on Jordan's flood, 
Thou did!!st sing so glad and free — 
*' Yes, the gate's ajar /or me /" 

One short day of joy below, 
Such as pardoned sinners know ; 
Then away on wings of love 
To thy home prepared above. 

* 

When earth's songs have all been sung, 
Labour ended, trials done, 
" Well meet again " — oh ! happy word — 
And be " for ever with the Lord." 



Walking one day with a friend, I was 
taken to see a scientific instrument formed 
to register the amount of sunshine. 

It was a ball of pure crystal, so placed 
that the sun's rays should shine through it 
upon a semicircle of prepared paper. There 
the sun's heat registered alike its duration 
and its intensity. 

There were days when the record was 
blank — days when it was fitful — days when 
it was brief — days when darkness and light 
were in striking contrast — and days, as it 
were, more and more unto the perfect day. 

Had that crystal ball been iu\\Lted^ 



342 A THREEFOLD STORY. 

shaded, or defiled, how blurred, or blotted, 
or deficient the record would have been. 

Ah ! we are either blood-washed sinners, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit, receiving and 
transmitting the rays of Divine light on 
the daily record of our lives ; or still dark 
as the materials of which that globe of 
glass was formed in their natural condition, 
and incapable of glorifying the Lord the 
Redeemer. 

I rang the door bell of a familiar house 
in London where I had often gone to re- 
ceive a genial, loving welcome, and spend 
happy hours in the sunshine of a bright 
Christian — one whose light shone with a 
clearness none can have save those who 
stand in a true relation to the Sun of 
Righteousness, and walk in the Light as 
lie is in the light. 

This time I went softly up the stairs, 
for 1 was going to see one of whom we 
could say, " Lord, he whom Thou lovest is 
sick.^^ 
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So I entered : a heavenly smile lit up 
his face as he welcomed his old friend. 
Sacred were those last visits. He could 
not speak, but wrote words of love and 
peace, and holy resignation. No will had 
he, or wished to have, but one — his 
Master's. 

His was loyal heart and true — ^his, long 
years before, had been decision bright and 
clear — his had been firm will and strong 
resolve. 

Ah 1 we want consecrated wills — wills 
surrendered — wills that are blended with 
the Master's — hearts that beat with His, 
because they are His — human individuality 
consecrated to the service and glory of 
Divinity. 

Here was one who as a boy had loyally 
enlisted to serve his Queen and country, 
and a little later to become one of the 
King's Own. 

His was experience of the Christian's 
life — ^with its joys and sorrows — its con- 
flicts and its conquests. Hia, ^V^^-^^ '^^ 
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vfBs experience of the friendship of his 
King. He dwelt near the King for His 
service, enjoyed the friendship of his King. 
His Word was his delight and prayer — 
his very life. No false shame kept him 
from confessing his Master. No matter 
where, he would speak to Him and for 
Him. I have seen him when busy men 
were busy all around, and marked a man 
alone with God. I have known the bustle 
of religious meetings — far too often bustling 
— and I have seen one man get alone, and 
then come forth from God to speak to man 
rather than from man to man. 

The King was all in all to him — soldier- 
like, his spirit was brimful of loyalty. 
Duty, not desert, was his desire — duty 
springing from love, maintained by inter- 
course, and strengthened by action. 

The King — His person. His grace. His 
love. His work, His cause. His kingdom. 
His return — were ever before him. 

But so, too, were the King's subjects. 
His was liuman \\e^i\. \M)Afc ti^uder by 
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divine grace. Sympathy, deep and strong, 
was never lacking ; above all, he loved to 
bear those dear to him before the King^ 
and tell Him their need, who could do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
can ask or think. 

So fervent was his devotion to the 
mission cause abroad that he left for a 
season his own bright home, with all its 
sacred ties, and lived and laboured in 
Africa. 

Dear was the mission cause to him. 
Deep was his sympathy with those in the 
mission field ; for he knew their trials, their 
temptations, their dangers, and their toil. 
Earnestly did he plead for sympathy with 
them on the part of Christians at home, 
and that his was a steady, untiring sym- 
pathy is evidenced by a map of the world, 
marked with the various mission stations, 
that he might by name perpetually plead 
for missionaries in prayer. 

Devotion to the King, to His service, to 
His people — self-denying effotta ^^ VNsssafc 
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as well as abroad — perhaps contributed to 
bring on one of the most painful of dis- 
eases^ and the tongue, long used to speak 
and sing the praises of the King, was 
almost muta 

In whispers he still spake of Him, or 
wrote short sentences such as these : — 

*'A few days I was very desirous to 
recover strength, and be healed ; but I 
have been instructed to leave myself in 
the Lord's arms, and am in peace." 

As I was engaged to address young men 
on Christian influence, he gave me this 
message — " Yielding to God a consistent 
life — letting God arrange our work is the 
best way of influence." 

"I rest in His love." Calm was the 
repose of that heart. Great, indeed, as 
were tlie bodily sufierings he was called to 
pass through, his face ever beamed with 
sacred rest. So patient, so gentle, so 
Christ-like — each time I came away won- 
dering at the beauties of God's work of 

grace. 
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I had brought some spring flowers from 
my children, to whom he was ever the sun- 
niest and kindest of friends. After gazing 
at them, and enjoying their fresh perfume, 
he wrote — " We should be more beautiful" 

Unconscious was he that the beauty of 
the Lord our God was upon him, and that 
he, a crushed flower, was shedding on us 
the fragrance of holiness. 

The last visit came — the parting, after 
more than twenty years' close friendship. 
Lying on the sofa, he waved his hand 
upwards. 

There was no shadow there — onward 
and upward unto the perfect day. 

What mystery to us that he, the honour- 
ed, useful servant of Gk)d, should be re- 
moved at the very prime of manhood — 
that he whose speech was always seasoned 
with grace should be silent, and that the 
work he was engaged in should be left, as 
it were, unfinished — the servant be removed 
from the service. 

Hush ! " Henceforth 1 cksjs^ ^^^s^ 
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NOT SERVANTS ; FOR THE SERVANT 
KNOWETH NOT WHAT HIS LORD DOETH, 
BUT I HAVE CALLED YOU FRIENDS/* 

We feel it hard to part with friends^ to 
be long absent from them. 

"Father, I will that they also 
WHOM Thou hast given Me be with 

Me where I AM, THAT THEY MAY BE- 
HOLD My glory/' 

Is there no light here on what se^ns to 
us mysterious ? Do we not find that our 
own feelings are the feeble echo of the 
Saviour's voice calling His beloved ? 

The sounds die away, for we can rest 
in sacred silence. The King called — He 
calls no more — for He is satisfied. One 
more of His redeemed is with Him. 

1881. — What solemn, sacred memories 
you leave behind ! 

The glimmer ; ah ! only a ray — life's 
poor, wasted taper glimmering in the 
socket — our only hope in Him who will 
not quench t\ie smotm?, ^^^, 
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The gloaming, or light arising in the 
eventide — sad, sunless day— oh ! what 
loss ! — what mournful regrets and sad 
memories ! But, oh ! the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God. How unsearchable are 
his judgments, and Bis ways past finding 
out! 

** Where sin abounded grace did much 
more abound.'^ 

The glory — " O Lord of Hosts, my King 
and my God. 

" Blessed are they that dwell in Thy 
house ; they will be still praising Thee. 
Selah. N 

"Blessed is the man whose strength is 
in Thee ; in whose heart are the ways of 
them : who, passing through the valley of 
Baca, make it a well : the rain also fiUeth 
the pools. They go from strength to 
strength ; every one of them in Zion ap- 
peareth before God. 

" O Lord God of Hosts, hear my prayer : 
give ear, O God of Jacob. SdaJi, 
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** Behold, Grod, our shield, and look 
upon the face of thine anointed. 

" For a day in Thy courts is better than 
a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper 
in the house of my God than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedness. 

" For the Lord God is a sun and shield : 
the Lord will give grace and glory : no 
good thing will He withhold from them 
that walk uprightly. 

**0 Lord of Hosts, blessed is the man 
that trusteth in Thee.'' 

A THREEFOLD STORY OF 1881 — 

What message does it bring for you ? 

Do you resemble the first ? Are you 
entangled in the mazes of philosophy ? 
Have the criticisms of men led you away 
from the sure word of God ? Are you 
exploring the Arctic regions of science 
without God ? How miserably little can 
it all do for you now ? How much less 
when life's day is o'er, and the night is 
settling down 1 "S^\X»^^ \»^ V\\aw and re- 
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joice in the light of Him in whom is no 
darkness at all than to die and leave men 
saying, " There was only a ray, a glimmer/^ 

Do you resemble the second? Have 
the world's business, cares, temptations, at 
home or abroad — the seductions of society, 
the power of strong drink, or anything else 
— overcome you, so that you are morally 
incapable of shaking oflf the chains, or per- 
haps miserably conscious of your guilt, and 
trembling at the recollection of past sins ? 
Ah ! turn you to the Stronghold ; yield 
you to the saving power of the Stronger 
than the strong man, and let Him save 
you now and for ever. 

Do you in any degree resemble the 
third ? 

Be of good cheer. Each conqueror 
passing within the veil into the presence 
of the King is a fresh and full example of 
saving and preserving grace. He loves 
His own unto the end. There \i%Sk \ss:k\» 
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failed ought of auj good thing that the 
Lord spake unto the children of Israel : all 
came to pass. 

Be it ours to mark how each pilgrim 
gets o'er the journey. " It is leaning on 
the Beloved." 

Jesus only, from first to last. 

As I have heard it beautifully set forth 
in two words — 

Jesus only. 

To the Unbeliever I say, ** Jesus only." 
He alone can save, sanctify, and deliver 
you. 

To the Believer — " Only Jesus ;" odIj 
Jesus is worthy of your aflfection, your 
gratitude, your service. 

Yes ; a little while and we shall 

SEE NO MAN SAVE " JeSUS ONLY." 

'' S^e fititifi full o( ttn i^ols ^f^oat, 
laokt^ up steatifastlil into l^tahtn 
atm satu tt^t 0lor£| of <!$oD^ anti S^tsma 
fttanUltttt on t^t xv^t ^auH of ^oli/' 
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I shine in the light of God, 

His likeness stamps my brow ; 
Through the valley of death my feet have trod, 

And I reign in glory now. 

I have reached the joys of heaven, 

I am one of the sainted band ; 
For my head a crown of gold is given, 

And a harp is in my hand. 

Oh ! friends of mortal years, 

The tmsted and the true ! 
Ye are watching still in the valley of tears, 

But I wait to welcome you. 



J. di J. H. BUTHEBFUBD'S PUBLICATIONS. 

NEW YEAR ADDRESSES 

BY 

LORD POLWARTH. 



COME : Being the Address for 1869. Fourteenth 
Thousand, (Out of print) 

GO FORWARD : Being the Address for 1870. 
Sixteenth Thousand, 

LIFE ; Being the Address for 1872. /Second Ten 
Thousand. 

ILLUMINATED : Being the Address for 1873. 

FAR AND NEAR : Being the Address for 1874. 

WORK : An Address for 1876. 

SURE MERCIES : An Address for 1877. 

I KNOW : An Address for 1878. 

THINGS ABOVE : An Address for 1879. 

THE GREAT EXPECTATION : An Address for 
1880. 

DARKNESS AND LIGHT : An Address for 1881. 

THE ROCK OF AGES. 

Price One Penny each. 

REST : An Address for 1875. 64 pages, large 
type. Price 2d. 

A THREEFOLD STORY : An Address for 1882. 
Prices Id and 2d. 



Second Edition, with Portrait, doth, price Ss, The 

COLLECTED ADDRESSES 0^ 
LORD POLWA10LTH. 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



In Alexandra 8vo, hcmdiomely hound in doth, giU edges, 

THE POETICAL WORKS 

OF 

DR. JOHN LETDEN, 

With Biofipraphical Memoir by Sir Walter Scott, and Supple- 
mentanr Memoir embracing many new facts in Leyden*8 Life, 
and a full account of the Centenary Celebration at DenhoUn; 

And illustrated with Portrait, Views of Ley den* s Birthplace and 

Monument at Denholm, fac similes of the PoeVs Handwriting, 

and Sted Engravings, dsc^ Ss 6d and 4s 6<L 

"This edition is pre-eminently the edition that should be 
possessed by those who desire to have a copy of the complete 
works of Dr. Leyden." — Edinburgh Courant, Dec. 7, 1875. 

'< We have only to add that considerable credit is due to the 
printers of Kelso for turning out so excellent a specimen of 
typography, and for getting up the book in so handsome a 
styles—Glasgow fferaui, Dec. 11, 1875. 

" John Leyden*s own district has produced a volume of his 

poems and life worthy of him The supplementary 

memoir does justice to Leyden as a scholar, while gathering up 
a mass of interesting details regarding his Eastern career which 
have hitherto been scattered over many publications. Justice is 
also done to his little known translation work for the Bible 
Society. This standard edition . . . ." — Edinburgh DaUy 
Reviewy Dec. 8, 1876. 

** This is incomparably the best edition of Leyden's works 

that has yet appeared 

Whether or not the portrait is correct in all its features, it was 
undoubtedly sketched from life, and it is the only one known to 
be in existence, and it is uncommonly well executed. The en- 
graving of the poet's birthplace, from a photograph by J. Y. 
Hunter,Hawick,is a great improvementon all former pictures of the 
cottage, for it exhibits the house as it really is, with no fantastic 
or imaginary figures or features about it. The engraving of the 
monument on Denholm Green is likewise remarkably like the 
original. But the most novel and interesting |of all the illustra- 
tions is SLfac-Hmile print and inscription from Cardonel's rare 
picture of Hassingdean Church, showing the ruin as it existed 

subsequent to the year 1700 It is obvious that no 

expense and no trouble has been spared to make this a really 

splendid reprint of Leydeii's works, and we feel warranted in 

saying that it not otiiy has never been, but never will be sur- 

£a8aed as a memorial of iVie tt\ift-\\ftM\fc^ ^Qtder bard. Dr. John 
eyden."— Kelso Chronicle, "Sov. \^,\^'^^» 
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A Second Edition of 500, embellished with a Portrait 
specially engraved for this issue. 

Lcflely PMished, pi'ice Ss, post Jh'ee 3s 6d, 

LIFE and TIMES of WILLIAM THOMSON, 

Late Fabmer, Oveb-Boxburgh. 
By his Son, the Rev. J. THOMSON, Hawick. 

"Were we to icbaracterise this valuable contribution to 
Border literature, we should say that a welcome geniality chiefly 
distinguishes it It is a large volume of 360 pages, neatly 
bound in doth, and altogether got up in a style that reflects the 
highest credit on all concerned." — Havnck Advertiser, 

** If to be full of human interest is a high merit in any book, 
then has Mr. Thomson, in giving to the world ' the life and 
times ' of his father, performed a meritorious task. We have 
read the volume through without stopping— a pretty sure sign 
that it has some ' glamour * in it We do not say that it might 
not have been made better, by a little curtailment here and there, 
but just as it is, we are quite delighted to have it For this 
is the first genuine attempt to pourtray the inner and outer life 
of a douce Koxburghshire farmer — one not of the well-known 
Dandie Dinmont type, but more skin, mentally and morally, to 
the Cromwellian Yeoman or New England Puritan,— steady, 
practical, persevering, — fighting with and overcoming physical, 
moral, and spiritual difficulties, ^shrewd, ready-witted, full of 
quaint humour, — at once religious, rational, and void of cant, 
— a loyal subject, a liberal master, a loving husband, a judicious, 
kind father, a devotee to duty in all its ramifications,— a man 
whom it is a blessing to be connected with, an honour to know, 
an'advantage to any society to have in its midst, a burning 
and a shining light within the orbit he moves in. Such a 
man William Thomson seems to have been, and the Border- 
land which produced and nourished him has had and still has 
many such. But till now we have never had a correct portrai- 
ture of this truly noble class of honest, hearty, well-to-do, 
more than Arcadian Border farmers, drawn by a hand com- 
petent to the work. The Minister of St Mary's has braced 
himself to it as a labour of love, and every reader with a spark 
of genuine feeling will thank him for what he has done." — 
Sunderland Times. 



Companion Volume to and Uniform with the above. 
Lately Published, Price fSs 6d, 

LIFE OF JAMES SCOTT, Esq. 

Of Allanshaws, Bozburghshire, and Pastoral Farmer, Boss-shire, 

By his Son-in-Law, Rev. J. THOMSON, 'CLiC'RX'cxw. 
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Lqtdy PMiahed, Price ^8 6d^ 
A HI8T0BT AND A GUIDE, 

TO WHIOH 18 ADDED TAB 

HiBtozy of the Bise and Progress of the Eers of Oessford 

(now Bnkes of Sozbnrghe), Notes on the Plants 

and Birds of the District, Hap of the Town, 

and many Illustrations. 

Of this book in its complete shape only 40 copies are unsold. 
OAtfop laauea for the uae of Tourlata are to be had, pricea Od and Is 



HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF KELSO. 

NET PRICE, '21a. 

The Publishers have compiled a few special copies of an 
oblong 4to Album, handsomely bound in morocco, side titled, 
and gilt edged. Each Album contains two dozen carefully- 
photographed or engraved Views of Scenery and Events 
connected with Kelso, mostly of scenes long since passed 
away, but of which it is the good fortune of the publishers 
to possess, or to have had lent them, the contemporary 
sketches. These are illustrated by many pages of curious 
and otherwise inaccessible closely-printed notes. 



Prices 3d to Is, 

THE KELSO HISTORICAL ALBUMS, 

Consisting of 12 Ancient and Modem Views, and Descrip- 
tions. 



MOUNTED AND SOBAP VIEWS OF THE DISTBIGT 

By Wilson (Aberdeen) and Valentinb (Dundee). 

A New Series of VIEWS illustrative of KELSO SGENEBT 
has just been iBSOfiQiXj^ '^Tuasss^ Aberdeen. 



